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FOREWORD 


I 

Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism are the three main 
streams of religious faiths that have nurtured and influenced 
Indian life and thought through the ages. The origin of Jainism 
goes back to hoary past. 11 is recognised as older than Buddhism. 
The Jainas believe that right faith, right knowledge, right con¬ 
duct and chastity lead the wayfarer along the path of salvation. 
Ultimate release from matter is, according to the Jainas, the 
ideal state of existence for the soul. As even the minutest 
being is believed to have life, the Jainas are very careful not to 
destroy it. 

II 

The antiquity of Jainism is shrouded in obscurity. 1 Accor¬ 
ding to the Jaina Pur ah as and the caritas , their first twenty-two 
Tlrthankaras flourished several thousand years before Christ. 
P. C. Roy Choudhury thinks that, “Not much research is 
possible in the pre-historical age as to the role Bihar played in 
the story of Jainism. But some of the ancient Jaina scriptures 
mention that Jainism had been preached in Magadha (Bihar) 
by Lord Rsabha at the end of the Stone Age and the beginning 
of the Agricultural Age. At that remote period Magadha was 
separated from the rest of India by Gahga.-sj.gara. The ancient 
history of Nepal bears this also.” 2 

The discovery of a few seals and a nude male torso led 
some scholars to believe that they are the representations of 

Dr. R.P. Tewari, Delhi University, has prepared the bioliography and 
the index and Sri C. M. Srivastava, Archaeological Survey of India, has 
helped in the selection of the photographs. 

1. It has been remarked that, “It is impossible to find a beginning for 

Jainism.Jainism thus appears an earliest faith of India.”—Furlong, 

J.R., Studies in Science of Conifwatiie Religions, pp. 13-1 0 . 

2. Roy Choudhury, P.C., Jainism in Bihar , p. 7. 

See also Thakur, Upendra, A Historical Survey of Jainism in North 
Bihar, JBRS 9 XXXXV, 1-4, pp. 186 ff; Bajpai, K. D.. Evolution of 
Jaina Art in Madhya Pradesh, Bulletin of the Department of Ancient Indian 
History & Archaeology , Saugar, No. 3, pp. 75-79. 
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their Tlrthankaras and were as such objects of worship during 
the Harappan age. 1 But this view has not been accepted by 
several present-day art historians. 2 3 * 

To begin with. Jainism was an atheist religion, lienee, 
like the Buddha, the Jaina Masters were also silent*about the 
existence of god. But when the Jainas became idol-worshippers 
in later periods, they also started worshipping Tlrthankaras as 
gods. The Jainas believe in the existence of twenty-four Tlrth- 
ahkaras, among whom K'.abhanaiha was the earliest. The 
last two, namely, Par.'van a th a and Mahiivlra, were historical 
figures. Mahiivlra was a contemporary of the Buddha. Another 
important Tlrthankara is Mallinatha, but there is doubt among 
the Jainas whether he was a male or a female. 

Most of the Tlrthankaras were Ksatriyas and belonged to 
royal families. They attained enlightenment by performing 
austerities and practised the law of piety which they preached 
for the spiritu; 1 benefit of human beings. 

The Jainas regard their Tlrthankaras, ‘law-givers 5 , as 
Supreme Deities, superior even to the Hindu gods, /. <?., Deva - 
(leva or Devadi-deva. They arc free from the circle of trans¬ 
migration as they have attained emancipation. The Jainas do 
not have faith in other gods, but regard their Tlrthankaras 
as fit objects of worship. They believe that the images of the 
Tlrthankaras should be installed in the temples for worship, 
their life-storv should be remembered by the devouts, the 
important events of their lives should be narrated and translated 
into stone, bronze or fie!/as, so that people may sec and follow 
them and thus free themselves from the cycle of birth and 
rebirth. 


HI 

Rsabhanatlia or Adinatha, 1 the first Tirihaiikara, is the 
propounder of the Jaina religion. In one of the verses of the 


1. Cf. Modem Rcricxt', Calcutta, August i <>32., pp. 152 fT. 

2. See 3 inh. LT. P., Slu /u-s in J.iini Art, pp. 3-4. See also Agrawala, V. S., 
Indian A Varanasi, 19G5, pp. 21-212. 

3. The reasons for Rsabhadeva’s birth are vividly described in the Maha- 

pwana (III, 190-141); Adi Parana (XVI, 179-90), etc. 
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Rgvcda, Rsabhadeva 1 has been mentioned as a king, the bcstowcr 
of wealth to his subjects, while Indra is described as the lord of 
the agriculturists: 

sir qqfnrqi qqqt 3 RRr T1RT fTRtqf pp?;?: | 

i RTcr: qqrqRqmq qfqq qq?qr qfr qqqr qnqqfe n 

o "v o ^ e -v 

—jRv., 1, 23, 177. 

The Bhdgavata Purdna 2 has given interesting details about 
the birth of Rsabhanatha : 

SfafTOmtFRT q^^TT: qfqqfwqiRqq qqqR t qf^fqqffTr^q 
fq^TTW qqqR qrqfqfq: wrfqeft qPT: fqqfqqfrqqr qqq'dqiqq 
qtrqsqf qqfesTfqgqqqt qRT 5 RRT >qqqRTJRT<rnqtqqfrqqt 
^pFRT qqqrqqqrc i qq % qqRxqqifqEqqqqRqqqwrsrq ?nrm- 
qqq^pq^qq^qqfqfqTqfqqqqqRR^qiq q^n wi^rorT 

^qrvqrqfqq-R^qqiqTfqqTt qqq: | fRq \ qT fRqcqun qftqqr 
q^iffr%q q'tqqr q%q faqr qsrcn qfarefarfwri' =q fam qrqq 

■TTH ^TR I — Bhdgavata Purdna , V, 3, 20; 4, 2. 

In the Brahman da Purdna , he has been described as the 
progenitor of the Ksatriyas on earth. He had one hundred sons, 
among whom Bharata was the eldest : 

qTfqqq^ qq«RR £qqq i 
qrqqiq qqfl q# qR: 'T^qRnWRT: 11 

— Brahmdnda Purdna , Purva, II, 14. 

and this country got the name of Bharatavarsa due to him : 3 

qqt H^R>fr V# ^<3: ’q'^qq qq qiTqfqfq 

sqqiqqfffrf || —Bhdgavata Purdna, V, 4, 9. 

Gf. also: 

r Tq qsrrt qtqqcqqrqr qsqR qqq qqqq i 

C O C C ^ 

r <jq qqqq qqTjpR |fq qqRfqR ! geft: 11 

/?<•;., 4, 6, 26, 4. 

For details see the Bhapavata Purdna , V, Cbs. 4-6; XT. 14-26, etc. 

This Puranic story of naming this country Bharatavarsa after the name 

of Bharata, the eldest son of Rsabhaniillia has also been mentioned 

in some other Put anas: 

f^tn^q 3 q qq qiqTTq>q?iRq; 1 

qfqqqtsqq^jqt qq^qt q^fq: 11 
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In the Siva Pu.ra.na, he is referred to as one of the Yogavataras 
of Lord Siva: 

gfggr^ro ^gg> gfrogtsM? g i 

—Siva Parana, VII, 9, 3. 
At another place in the same Purana, his oneness with Siva has 
been described in a remarkable manner: 

ffTOWg gjggtSTOR: gTOTO *T I 
tot gfagfagrogTO; grfro^ g: ii 

—Siva Purana, 1, 47. 


gsgw^rot gg 3 wtoto m i 
fR^TT TITO STOTOT TO'TOT fafTORTOTTg II 

arftrfgTO $g gfa: gro gfrotofg: i 

gg% € ^PTR: TO*) - 11 

gigsiTOfTOT^g ggrfg ^gfgTOg: I 
TOTTO TOTOrafTOTg g g|tgfg-: 11 
vFRrr =prferefrsc=r!!r ‘ f*fr g gfg TO r g : i 
TOTt JT% flRT gVTTTOTg eRfr TO: II 
TOTO WTO TO^TOtfr%^ WTO I 

groig to: fgw to srrfwror tow ii 

—Vifnu Purana, II, i, 27-32. 
gjWW^TOt gg gfc: J^TOTR: I 
gtsfgfgTOgvr: 3^ gfrcrTsrTTOwftro: 11 
gW%T gfPTPT: TRfFgWRTO: | 
f|grf to wtor fror toV ii 
grfiriw wto to aro ^ ^i?to: i 

— Al&rkandcya Purana , 50, 39-41. 

WfvrRTOTOf 3^r' TOgsgf Wirafg: I 
g^gg grigg^ tostoto 3 ^wr 11 

^■STW^TOt TO gR: ^TOTTOT: I 
W>sfgfgTOTg gTO: 3^ WgTTOWfTTO: II 


f|wif gfcTW gg wtor rtoto i 
rTTOTO? vrrro gg <rcg gtTOr fgfggr: 11 

and also —Vayu Purana, 31 , 50-53. 

gsggrg grot wt^t fgrowg ggq- grfTORifgg wro tottto i 

—Nrsimha Purana , 30, 7. 
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All these attest to the effect that in ancient times he was 
equally adored by the Hindus. 

Rsabhadeva also finds mention in Buddhist literature and 
in one of the works he is referred to as Vratapalaka : 

sranit: 5TTfa: i 

553KT: II 

rTW iTfomt JT5T: f%T^t f*TCV I 

1TT<T: 5^T: tftsfa Jr*TR 5RT 5rfa II 

— Anarnanjusrinnilakalpa, 53, 363-64. 

Neminatha or Aristanemi also finds a mention in the 
Rgveda : 

* ???> zrzwm: **rf?5r *r: 3m i 

— Rv. 1, 1, 16. 

Parsvanatha, the 23rd Tirthankara was a historical figure. 
According to Professor Rhys Davids, 1 he was the real founder of 
Jainism. He prescribed four vows for the people to follow, viz., 
not to injure life; to speak the truth; not to steal and non¬ 
attachment. Lord Mahavlra, the 24th and the last Tirthankara 
added ‘chastity 5 as the fifth. 

Mahavlra was a friend of Bimbisara and his son Ajata- 
satru, the king of Magadha, and hence, he commanded great 
influence in their courts. According to the Jaina canons, 
Udayana, the son and successor of Ajatasatru, was also a Jaina, 
who is credited with having built a Jaina temple at Pa{ali- 
putra. 

The Nandas also had some leanings towards the Jaina 
faith. The Hathigumpha inscription records that a Nanda 
king had taken away an image of a Jina as a trophy from 
Kalinga to Magadha. 

From the Jaina traditions we learn that a great famine, 
lasting for twelve years, occurred during the time of Candra- 
gupta Maurya, the founder of the Maurya dynasty. The king, 
following his Jaina preceptor, Bhadrabahu, retired into the 
region of Mysore and starved himself to death. 


i. Davids. Rhys, Encyclopaedia Britannic a s 9th ed. XII, p. 5.43. 
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Some scholars feci that emperor Asoka, before embracing 
Buddhism, was a devout Jaina. 1 In his Pillar Edict VII, the 
emperor mentions Nirgranthas along with the Brahmanic 
Ajlvikas. They have been taken to denote the followers of the 
Jaina faith. 2 His grandson, Samprati, was a great patron of 
Jainism and, according to Hemacandra, he had built many 
Jaina temples all over Jambudvipa. 

A torso of a naked male figure was found at Lohanipur, 
near Patna, and is now preserved in the Patna Museum. 3 It 
has an excellent polish preserved throughout. According to 
some scholars this sculpture reveals the existence of Jina images 
in the Maurya period. Another similar statue from the same 
site, but without polish, suggests the existence of Jina worship 
during the Suriga period. 

King Kharavcla of Kalinga (2nd-1st century B.G.), who 
was a devout Jaina, styles himself as Bhiksu-rqja, i.e. 3 ‘the monk 
king’ in his Hathiguinpha inscription. 4 The great king in the 
twelfth year of his reign, after defeating the king of Maga- 
dha, took back the Jina image which was originally carried 
away by a Nanda king from Kalinga. Later he excavated 
a number of caves in the Kumarl-parvata (Khandagiri hill) 
near Bhubaneshwar and built a monastery at Pabhara, not 
far from these caves. 

During the Kusana period, Jainism was flourishing in 
northern India. Numerous stone sculptures fashioned during 
this period arc now preserved in the Mathura Museum. 5 6 Besides 
these, some exquisitely carved Jaina bronze images unearthed 
at Chausa in Bihar are displayed in the Patna Museum. 0 

Jaina qydgapattas (tablets of homage) have been discovered 
at Mathura and Kausambi. These are tastefully carved and 


1. Thomas. E., The Early Faith of Asoka, Jour , of the Royal Asiatic Society 
of Great Britain and Ireland , London, (N. S.), JX. pp. 155-234. 

2. Banerjee, P., Early History of Jainism, Indo-Asian Culture . New Delhi. 
XIX. p. 7. 

3. Lee, S. E., Ancient Sculptures from India , Cleveland, 1^64, fig. 14. 

4. Epigraph*a Indica XX, pp. 72 ff. 

5. Agrawala, V. S., Catalogue of the Sculptures in the Mathura Museum, 
Jour. U. P. Historical Society , Lucknow, XXIIJ, pp. 36 ff. 

6. Gupta, P. I*.. Patna Museum Catalogue of Antiquities , pp. 116-17 an( l plates. 
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most of them bear inscriptions. On a few of these ayagapattas , 
the figure of Tlrthahkara is shown in the centre. These stone 
tablets are assignable to a period between the 1st century B.C. 
and the 2nd century A.D. 

The Junagarh inscription of the grandson of Javadaman 
datable to the middle of the 2nd century A.D., contains an 
important reference to Jaina monks who had attained perfect 
knowledge. 

The wide popularity of Jainism during the reign of the 
Guptas is borne out by the discovery of several epigraphs and 
images. The Udaigiri cave inscription of the reign of Kumara- 
gupta I refers to the construction of an im age of Jinesvara Parsva- 
natha. The Kahaum stone pillar inscription of the time of 
Skandagupla mentions an endowment in favour of Jainism, 
and the installation of five sculptures of the Tirthankaras in the 
niches of a pillar of stone. Several images of the Jaina divinities 
fashioned during the Gupta ride, are displayed in the State 
Museum, Lucknow, Mathura Museum and other museums of 
the country. 

In the seventh century, Jainism was prevalent all over 
India as a fully developed religion. Banabhatta mentions the 
Jainas along with Arhatas, Maskarls, VarnTs, Bhagavatas, 
Pancariitrikas, Lokayatikas, Pauranikas, adepts in grammar, 
ascetics who shaved their hair, ascetics who studied dhdtuvdda, 
law books and sacrificial lore and ascetics who followed the tenets 
of Kapila, Kanada, Upanisads and Nyaya. 1 Yuan Ghwang 
had seen the followers of both Digambara and Svctambara sects 
of Jainism at Taxila in the west and at Vipula in the east. 

An excellent image of Lord Parsvanatha originally ensh¬ 
rined in a Jaina temple at Gyaraspur near Bhllsa is now dis¬ 
played in the Victoria & Albert Museum, London. The image 
shows the great master seated beneath the Dhatakl tree practising 
the ‘exposure to all weathers’ austerity when Meghakumara 
(Cloud Prince) attacked him with a great storm. The serpent 
king, the Naga Dharanendra, spreads his hoods above Parsva- 
natha’s head and his consort, the NaganI Padmavatl, holds an 


i. Harsacharita , VIII, pp. 236-37. 
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umbrella over him. The image can be dated to the Vardh >na 
period, 7th century A.D. 1 

By the beginning of the 8th century A.D., Jainism came 
to bear the brunt of those factors, which were at that time under¬ 
mining Buddhism. Discipline became lax; a rich laity made 
the monk’s life easy; desire for wealth, property and earthly 
honour guided most of the spiritual leaders of Jainism. Several 
great spiritual leaders, like Haribhadra Suri and later Uddyo- 
tana Suri and Siddharsi Suri, however, rescued Jainism from 
this insidious rot, through the message conveyed by their dis¬ 
ciples. These fol lowers of the gaccha , later on known as Kharatara , 
did not pay mere lip service to Haribhadra’s anti-corruption 
campaign, on the other hand, they popularised the teachings of 
their preceptor by their preachings, writings, discussions, debates 
and practice. Jinavallabha founded and restored the old 
temples at Marwar, Chittor, Marot and Nagor in Rajasthan. 
His disciple Jinadatta composed works to get rid of the evils 
that had crept into the Jaina church. So also Jinapati, a con¬ 
temporary of the Gauhan king Prthvlraja III of Delhi and 
Ajmer carried the message of his teachers almost to all parts of 
Raj asthan. 

Kumarapala Catilukya of Gujarat, acting under the in¬ 
fluence of his great teacher Hemacandra, also popularised Jainism 
in his dominions. 

The Bhatlaraka Sampraddya contributed a lot to the deve¬ 
lopment of the true spirit of Jainism in the early mediaeval 
period. This is attested by the numerous art relics at Deogarh 
and the region around. 

Jainism continued to flourish during the Muslim rule also. 
Several Jainas held responsible posts in the courts of the Muslim 
and Mughal rulers. Due to their good financial condition 
and influence, Jaina rdtrds in the mediaeval period were no less 
frequent than before. 2 

IV 

According to Jaina legends, Bharata, the son of Rsabha- 

1. See my paper, VidesJ SarigrahSlayon men Jaina Pratimayen. Mahavha 
Jayanti Smart tea, Jaipur, 1972, fig. 1 on p. 126. 

2. Sharma, B. N., Social £2? Cultural History of Northern India (c. 1000-1200 
A. D.), p. 115. 
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natha, had built temples on the Kailasa mountain for enshrining 
the images of Jina in them. And from that time onwards the 
people also followed the same tradition: 

snrerfa ^ fsprf^^TnT u 

cRf: & ^fcrnszrr f^rnr i 

— Pratiflhapatha , 62, 63. 

Vasunandi states that all such places, where the Tlrth- 
arikaras were born, initiated, enlightened and attained nirvana , 
as well as the bank of rivers, mountains, villages, and seashore 
are suitable for sites for Jaina temples: 

>3 -w' O C\ -C- 

^*TTfe*rfwT%5pT =* i 

3p%T 3T TFrl^T ^R^jprqfcFTT II 

■r> *> 

— Praiifthdsdrasangraha, 3, 3-4. 

The same idea has also been expressed by Jayasena : 

O \5 Cs ^ 

r^rftW5r'm^%giTT?rTf?TTf5rf SRFcPT II 

— Pratifthapdtha , 125. 

Bhuvanadeva also remarks that the Jaina temples should 
be built inside the towns : 

sMwtqprr: *pt ^^rrf^sr^nwT: i 
sr^rsqr: STTfcTCT: II 

— Aparajitaprcchd , 379, 14. 

The place for building a Jaina temple was carefully selec¬ 
ted and had to be good in all respects : 

7T*t fcpsrt ef^T: STfspT I 

— Pratifthasdroddhara, 1, 18. 

As far as the material of a Jina image is concerned, it 
can be made of mani, ratna , gold, silver, brass, muktaphala and 
stone : 
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gfe»rr^?Gorfafc^ fimr^yfem wmfa?m i 

— Sravakacara , 390 . 

Images can also be made of sphatika , but the use of clay, 
wood and plaster has been ruled out for preparing the images : 

^T?^for^qf?rfa5i ott i 

SfcqHTJOTfTOTlfOT sfafqrgfir^ 5OT?T fs?: II 

— Pratislhapatha , 69 . 
Vardhamana Suri in his Acdradinakara has restricted the 
use of bronze and lead in making the icons, but allows the use 
of ivory and wood : 

^ri^r i 

*r*r ^rf^sr strict n 

The Jaina texts relate that after the completion of a Jaina 
temple, one should go along with the artist on an auspicious day 
and time to select proper type of stone for fashioning the images: 1 

WTftiT ftrsqfcT fat m feRTT^T I 

— Pratisthasaroddhara, 1 , 49 . 

The authorities have discussed various types of stone 
suitable for the purpose.- Vasunandi states that white, red, 

cr. qr^rr fert yy: i 

- Visnudharmotta ra Pur ana. <jc, 25. 

and 

^TTTTERrrtrm 5 spFOTST 5PTTOT II 

sreremHsre *rp qr^rf^ i 

qq 'qTTOT fqfT*T n 

— Mayamata. 33, 19-20. 

a - <T?iprfa^ I 

<TT 0 ?fr qqqtrfr II 

ott: srenRn: qrwm: q hot: i 

fTCOTWf %5TT JJT 5 ST^TT 1 

— VifmdharmoUara Parana. III. qo, 21-22. 

and 
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black and green coloured stones are the best for making the 
image of Jina : 

star TSRrrsfatTT fa^rr < TTTT^ra , tnr*rr i 

— Pratisthdsarasangraha , 3, 77. 


V 

The images of Tlrthaukaras are purely human in form. 
They do not exhibit any unusual number of head, eyes, arms 
or legs. They are shown only in two postures, i.e., seated cross* 
legged, in dhyana-mudra or standing erect in kdyotsarga- pose. 
Both the dhydna and the kdyotsarga mudrds ar vyogic, as the Jainism 
believes in penance ( tapasya ).* They are unlike the images 
of Visnu (Sesasayin) and Buddha (parinirvana) and are never 
shown in the reclining pose. The images of a Tlrtliahkara and 
the Buddha seated in dhyana-mudra are quite similar, but from 
the Srivatsa mark executed on the chest of a Tirthahkara, one 
can easily distinguish it from that of the Buddha. In the 
Tirthahkara images from South India, this particular symbol is, 
however, conspicuous by its absence. 2 

The idea of carving Sarvatobhadra (four-fold) Tirth¬ 
ahkara images started during the late Kusana period. This 
feature continued till the late medieval period. Some of the 
Sarvatobhadra images of the four chief Jinas (Adinatha, Nemi- 
natha, Parsvanatha and Maliavlra) found in Mathura, Kau- 
sambl or elsewhere are remarkable works of art. 

Several ancient and medieval works mention the character¬ 
istic features of the Jina images. The oft-quoted description has 
been given by Varahamihira in his famous work Brhatsamhitd 
in the following words: “the god of the Arhats (the Jinas, i. <?., 

'TP'fTT 'pT'Kirm 5 PTT fSHT II 

—Rubamandancis I, j. 

1. Cf. Haribhadra Suri’s statement : 

srmfcflfo sptwt: i 

— Dasavaikatika Sutra , i, 3. 

2. Sivaramamurti, G., Geographical and Chronological Factors in Indian 
Iconography, Ancient India , No. 6, (Jan. 1954), pp. 44-46. 
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any of the 24 Tirthaiikaras) should be shown nude, young and 
beautiful in appearance, with a tranquil expression and arms 
reaching down to the knees; his breast should have the (auspi¬ 
cious) Srivatsa mark.” 1 The Manasara states that the distin¬ 
guishing features of a Jina icon are nudity, Srivatsa symbol, 
long hanging arms, the meditative pose, etc. : 

cT^TT ‘STRmsr ^ I 

*TOT^fST ?T«TT I 

3TT?R ^ f?TT^ ==T 3 ?PT?PT I 

^ •^rsnrrr jft*f i 

TT?ftfr*T i 

The I’ratis (hasaroddhara mentions that a Tirthankara should 
have a calm and serene face: 

e ■» 

— Pratisthasaroddhara, 1, 62. 

In the Pratis thapdda, it is stated that a Tirthankara should 
not be depicted as an old man or as a boy, but as a youth. He 
should bear Srivatsa mark on the chest and should not have nails 
or hair. The image should be made cither of good metal or 
stone and should display all the virtues of an ascetic or a vairagi: 

crqfsr 

—Pratis thapada, 151-52. 

The Vivekavildsa relates that a Tirthankara having Srivatsa 
on the chest and iifnisa on the head should be seated in padma - 
sana pose on a beautiful pedestal shaded by an umbrella : 

«TT STfcHTT I 
fefesTTfa ^ar^TT q^TSrcnTSSfem II 


. 27, n.2 ; Banerjea, J.N., Development of Hindu Iconography, p. 588. 
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— Vivekavilasa , ], 128-30. 

The Pratifthdsdrasangraha gives some more details about 
the icon ( bimba) of Jinendra ( i.e ., Tlrthankara). After men¬ 
tioning his seat, etc., it states that lie should be young ( taruQa ), 
nude ( digambara) and decorated in chest ( bhusita ) with a Sr'vatsa 
symbol. The height of the image should be 108 angulas . 
There should be no hair in the arm-pit or on any other part of 
his body and no line for the moustache : 

3HT fqrq fqifasq sfRsq WSWTfam I 
^RSTTR^q^R I 

c. c\ 'S 

3Jeq q^Fqqr q^rr ffRCRR ^ qRTR || 

— PralUlhasdrasahgraha , 4,1,2,4. 

The Rupamandana / an important monographic text by 
Sutradhara Mandana, devotes its sixth chapter to Jaina icono¬ 
graphy. After mentioning the names of the 24 Tlrthankara s, 
it specifies their colour, symbols, Yaksas and Yaksls and the tree 
under which each one of them had attained the supreme know¬ 
ledge. It also describes the following features of a Jina image : 

PsRTZR tfsrcrTftTfcsffWT (—rT^T) II 

*TR =5T sfR^' ^ rTcTT^ifT^ JTfepift | 
f^rf^RT: spRf 'TfWT^T § II 
f srfiRT <jrt ?r> 5 r 5 1 

«TTf^R 3 II 

f R?rmT grrTRfemgriT I 

efftof q3=^STT JT>RT Tf«RrR (Tf«PPRT) ^ ^RT: II 


1. Srivastava, B. (ed.) Rupamandana , Varanasi, 1964. See also Jain. B.G. 
Jaina Pratima Laksana, Anekdnta, Delhi, XIX, 3, pp. 204-13. 
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%%^PfTR i 

sn'crpn (^ftt-) ii 

TpqqrpTr ?r%^3n fat^jrften^ ^fasqrr i 

** *■ o 

fjpft tr'tfr *% *% f-th g^R|T: n 

— Rupamandana, VI, 33-39. 

According to the Rupamandana , Padmaprabha and Vasu- 
pujya arc of red colour, Candraprabha and Puspadanta (?) 
(white) ; Ncrrii and Muni black, Malli and Parsva blue, 
while the rest of them are of golden hue : 

™pn (^=rr) ^ reJisg- • • • (sr^rTm^pjft) i 

spfw (^Ffr) ^ n 

fr^fr <FPrf*r (ijfft ^ i 

sftaf?’*: (sftafannwrY) u 

— Rupamandana, VI, 4. 

The Aparajitap:cchii also gives some details of the colours 
of the Tirthahkaras : 

=sresnr: 5>^T5^: r%rfr i | 

q^-EPft spfam Ttf’fi^rffnrV rrefr n 
gqrtq: gfeorY sprtfaeft i 

5rfjr^ iirrtT^tr: irfer: srwfcra: i 

5TTT: dl^T ^>f^F^=TqrT^rn^g-)Tl': II 

— Apariijitaprccha, 221, 5-7. 

The Rupamandana slates that there are a number of Jina 
images and these should be adored as they are the bestower of 
happiness. Nevertheless it regards Sri Adinatha, Nemi, Parsva 
and Vira (Mahavlra) and Cakresvari, Ambika, Padmavatl 
and Siddhayika as more venerable. 

tiTTYn^r: ^parerr i 

qrri^rqt cpn n 

^PTTp^T (^#^TTfi-cT^T) «T«PTPRft %.fTtf%ftT ^ II 
^/tpt ’Tlwt'T pr-rf^ta 1 

- o 

— Rupamandana , VI, 25-27. 



( xxiii ) 


A list of the 24 Tlrtharikaras along with 
and Yaksa and Yak sin! figures as found in the 

their emblems 
Rupamandaiui 1 

is given below in a 
No. Tirthankara 

tabular form : 
Cognisance 

Yaksa 

Yak sin i 

1 . 

Rsabha 

Vrsa 

Gomukha 

Cakresvarl 

2 . 

Ajita 

Gaja 

Alahayaksa 

Ajitabala 

3 . 

Sambhava 

A' va 

T rimukha 

Duritarl 

4 . 

Abhinandana 

Kapi 2 

Yak ses vara 

Kalika 

5 . 

Sumati 

Krauhca 

Tumburu 

Mahakali 

6. 

Padmaprabha 

Rakt ibija 

Kusuma 

Syama 

7. 

Suparsva 

Svastika 

Malartga 

Santa or 

8 . 

Candraprabha 

Sasi 

Vijaya 

Santi 

Bhrkuti 

9. 

Suvidha 

Makara 

Jaya :i 

Sutarika 

10. 

Si tala 

Siivatsa 

Brahma 

As oka 

11. 

Sreyfim.sa 

Gandaka 4 

Yak set 5 

A Ian a vi 

12. 

Vasii piijya 

Mahi sa 

Kum ara 

Candi 

13. 

Vimala 

Sukara 

Saninukha 

Vidita 

14. 

Anant.i 

Syena 

Patfila 

Ahku:;I 

15. 

Dharma 

Vaj ra 

Kinnara 

KandarpI 

16. 

Sfinti 

Airga 

G aru da 

Nirvani 

17. 

Kuntha 

Ch:ga 

Gandharva 

Bala 

18. 

Ara 

Nandyavarta 

Yak set 6 

Dharini 

19. 

Malli 

Ghat a 

Kubera 

Dharnapriya 

20. 

Muni 

Kurma 

Vanina 

Nadarakta 

21. 

Suvrata 

Nllotjiala 

Bh kuti 

or 

Naradatta 

Gandharva 7 

22. 

Ncmi 

Sarikha 

Gomedha 

Ambika 

23. 

Pnn'va 

Plianl 

Pfm'.va 8 

Padm avail 

24. 

Mahavlr.i 

Si, aha 

M^tanga 

SiddifA ikfi 


I. Rujmmandana , pp. <)»-<)<>• 

In the Ajiauljilaprcchd (III, 221, 8), the word Kapayah has been used 
for Kapi. 

3. Ajita has been referred to in other texts. 

4. The Riijnnnamlana wrongly mentions Khaggisa for Gandaka, i. c.. rhino¬ 
ceros. 

5. Is vara according to other literary works. 

6. Ksendra or Yaksendra according to other Jaina texts. 

7. In other works,she has been referred to as Gandhari. 

8 He is popularly known as Dharanendra. 
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It is evident from the above table that Manclana has 
followed the Svetambara traditions in describing the symbols 
and Yaksa and YaksinI figures of the Tirthahkaras. 1 Accord¬ 
ing to the Digambaras, Vrkika (crab), akattha (Ficus religioso), 
and rk$a (crab) arc the symbols of Suvidha, Sitala and Ananta, 
respectively. The Digambara texts also record that Suparsva, 
Sreyaiiisa, Vasupujya, Vimala, Ananta, Dharma, Sand, Kuntha, 
Malli and Neminatha have Kali, Gaurl, Gandhari, Vairoti, 
Anantamati, ManasI, MahamanasT, Vijaya, Brahmarupini, 
Camundl and KusmandinT as their Yaksinls. Similarly, Sre- 
yaii isa and Santinatha have Is vara and Kimpurusa as their 
Yaksas instead of Yakset and Garuda as referred to in the 
Rupamandana . 

VI 

The Rupamandana mentions seven Sasana-devatds in the 
following order : 

Firstly, it describes Gomukha, the Yaksa of Rsabhanatha 
as of golden colour and riding on an elephant. He holds a 
vara , a rosary, a noose and a citron: 

fTcpff (^cp?) 

(tpmf *F5im:) i 

^ u 

(srdssnj* qr^r^r ^ u 

—Rupamandana , VT, 17. 

The Aparajitaprcchd refers to a bull instead of an elephant 
as his mount : 

ar: i 

3 rcpTRR*rf^r^r: 11 

—Aparajitaprcchd , 221, 43. 

Cakresvarl is one of the most important divinities in the 
Jaina pantheon. She has been described of golden colour and 


i. Srivastava, B., op. cit p, iuo. See also Banerjea, J.N. , Jaina Icons, 
The Age of Imperial Unity , Bombay, i960, pp. 425-31; Shah, U. P., Jaina 
Iconography—A Brief Study, Muni Jina Vijaya Ahhinandana Grantha , 
Jaipur, 1971, pp. 190-218. 
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riding on the Garuda. The deity has eight arms; her one hand 
is held in gift-bestowing attitude, while others carry a bow, a 
noose and disc, etc. 

3T srmr ^ ?) n 

— Rupamandana, VI, 18 . 

The MaladevI temple at Gyarasapur 1 * 3 4 has an interesting 
image, where she is shown riding on Garuda and carrying 
a noose, a thunderbolt and disc, etc., in her hands. 

The Rupamandana also describes a twelve-armed image of 
the goddess holding discs in her eight hands, and thunderbolts 
and citron in the remaining two each : 

3 T^n| 5 rr^ 5 Rrror ^ i 

— Riipamandana, VI, 24 . 

The Apardjilaprccha 1 and the Devatamurtiprakarana? also refer to 
twelve-armed images of the devi. Dr. U. P. Shah 1 has discussed 
the iconography of Cakresvari with the help of several photo¬ 
graphs of the images from different parts of India. 

i. Deva, K., MaladevI temple at Gyaraspur, Sri Mahdvira Jaina Vidydlaya 
Golden Jubilee Volume , Bombay, 1968, pp. 262 ff. 

2* cr. wsqrcT gre^prsTT *rc>iwrNft i 

> '' •* 

cnTT ^HifRisPr = 5 r n 
^ =sr# 5 ft i 

—Aparajitaprccha, 221, 15-16. 

3. Cf. spq- ^ (^ft) I 

spspftFrfa *r i 

(^r) qft 11 

—Devatdm urtiprakarana, 7, 66. 

4. Shah, U.P., Iconography of Gakresvari, the YaksI of Rsabhanatha, 
Jour, of the Oriental Institute , Baroda, XX, 3, pp. 280-313 and plates; 
Scttar, S, Gakresvari in Karnatak Literature and Art, Oriental Art , (N. 

S.) London, XVII, 1, pp. 63-69 and figures; Sharma, B. N., Unpubli¬ 
shed Jaina Bronzes in the National Museum, New Delhi, Jour . of the 
Oriental Institute, Baroda, XIX, 3, p. 276, fig 2; Some Interesting Temple 
Sculptures at Osia, Roopa-Lekhd , New Delhi, XL, 1 & 2, pp. 100-101, 
fig VII; Gandhavala KJ Jaina Murtiyan, Anekanta, Delhi, XIX, i-2 > 
pp. 129 ff, fig. 4* 
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Ambika is of yeUovv colour and rides the lion. She holds 
a bunch of mangoes, a serpent-noose, a goad and a child : 

5 ^r ttt ii 

— Rupamandana, VI, 19. 

From the above description it appears that the text refers 
to a four-armed image. The ApardiitaprccPa mentions a two- 
armed image of the goddess carrying a fruit and a child in her 
hands : 

frfTsm fatpren fr-r^n T TOT I 

^rafrnOTTFTT T rTTTSf^T (I 

— Aparajilaprccha , 221, 36. 

Several varieties of the images of Ambika are known from 
various parts of India . 1 

Parsva, the Yaksa of Parsvanatha has been described as 
of black colour. He holds in his hands a citron, cobras, and a 
mongoose : 

OTST: OTPT 'TOTTTsrczr TTRT I 

TPT ?Tfvf II 

— Rupamandana , VI, 20 . 

The Aparajilaprccha , on the other hand, states that he should carry 
a bow, an arrow, a bhrndi and a mud gar a : 

Trrsff i 

’T'fe'T: ^ 87 : STTFcrfo^rTT II 

— Aparajilaprccha , 221, 55. 

Padmavati has red complexion and she rides on a cock. 
In her four hands, she holds a lotus, a noose, a goad and a citron: 

(T? 5 T) £§£R»T 
(f*JSPTT) f 3TT I 

(TOrnsrrs^sft) 

— Rupamandana , VI, 21. 


i. Shah, U. P., Iconography of the Jaina Goddess Ambika, Jour . of the 
University of Bombay, x, 2, pp. 193-218; Muni Jayantavijayajl, Holy Abu , 
Bhavanagar, 1954, fig- 29. 
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The Apardjitaprcc.hd also describes a four-armed image of 
the goddess as follows : 

TRrrspsft Ts-nm? i 

f TgSnTT ’fTTcTT T?JTT*Trfrf?r ^ || 

— Apardjitaprcchd^ 221, 37. 

Several images of Padmftvatl have been discovered in 
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh Of these, the finest 
sculpture can be seen in the Sfmtinatha temple at Khajuraho, 
where she is shown seated at ease with her consort Dharanendra. 1 

Matanga, the Yaksa of Mahavlra, has been described as 
riding on an elephant and holding a mongoose in his right 
hand and a citron in the left : 

sfsnrtTFT (ttstt^s:) farrt i 

Sfifpir ?*% WPT ii 

—Rupamandana , VI, 22. 
In the Apardjitaprcchd , he has been mentioned in the following 
words : 

fs^r^rt ^feraf^cr: i 

^iTIrT II 

— Apardjitaprcchd , 221, 56. 

Another important Jaina goddess described in the Rupa¬ 
mandana is Siddhayika. 2 The four-armed devl having blue 
complexion rides on a lion. She holds a manuscript, an arrow 
and a citron, while her remaining hand displays abhaya-mudrd : 

i 

(«m) 

*rr>r f n 

— Rupamandana, VI, 23. 


Bhattacbaryya, A. K., An Introduction to the Iconography of the Jaina 
Goddess Padhnavati, Afuni Jitiavijqva Ahhivumdana Granlha , Jaipur, 1971, 
pp 219-29; Jain, Niraj, Khajuraho Ke Jaina Atandira , Satna 1970, pi. II. 
Shah, U. P., Yaksini of the twenty-fourth Jina Mahavlra, Jour . of the 
Oriental Institute , Baroda, XXII, 1-2, pp. 78 and plates. A medieval 
seated image of the devl is also preserved in the State Museum, Lucknow 
Sec the Mahavlra Jwanti Smdrikd, Jaipur, 1973, plate facing page 4. 
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The Aparajitaprccha mentions a two-armed image of 
Siddhayika as below : 

fe%*rr &Rrnrr ? 3*^ ^rnr*r cr«rr 1 
fagrfSrerr 5 ^t&rr wzr&rmfczRrr 11 

— Aparajitaprccha , 221, 38. 


VII 

The Jaina literature classifies the subsidiary divinities 
into four classes, namely, Jyotisi, VimanavasI, Bhavanapati and 
Vyantara, based on their natural and individual affiliations. 
The Rupamandana mentions the names of twenty-four Nakfatras 1 
and twelve Rasis, 2 but does not give their iconographic features. 
It also narrates the eight Pratihdryas , 3 viz., Indra, Indrajaya, 
Mahendra, Vijaya, Dharanendra, Padmaka, Sunabha, Sura- 
dundubhi and furnishes details about each of them. The des¬ 
cription appears to be based on the Aparajitaprccha: 1 

The developed iconometry of the Jaina pantheon and the 
profuse number of Jaina images during the medieval period 
tend to indicate the growing Tantric influence which had gained 
ground during this period. It also shows that the Hindu 
Puranic religion had its'inter-action on the medieval Indian 
culture including the field of plastic art. 

Besides a few iconographic texts referred to above, there 
are several other literary works like the Abhidhdna-Cintdmani, 

1. Rupamandana , VI, 7-8. 

2. Ibid ., io-n. 

3. Ibid ., 28-32. 

4 . cf. ^ i 

€\ ^ f^pr: ? u 

31 i *=) wr i (ir^r) i 

5Trf%^T: FTfTT: 11 
Prf'Tf^TT: 1 

375rrf%sp?T%5r g?mr: n 

^ srrfoFfr: i 


— Aparajitaprccha , 220, 35-38* 
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Dlpdrn,ava , Samarangana-Sutradhara, Prasadamandana , Rdjavallabha , 
Devatdm urtiprakaraya , Kdfyapa-Samhitd, Raya-Pasem-Jivabhigama , 
Tilovapannatti, Vastusdraprakarana , etc., which provide a mine of 
information to a student of Jaina art and iconography. 

VIII 

Professor B. C. Bhattacharya, the celebrated author of the 
Jaina Iconography, was a distinguished scholar of Indology 
deeply interested in the study of Indian iconography, literature 
and culture. His researches in the field of Jaina iconography 
were not only pioneering works of their times but still form the 
basis of research in Jainology. Obviously the book has always 
been in great demand. It is a matter of regret that Professor 
Bhattacharya did not live to revise and see the second edition 
of his book. The publication of the present edition by M/s. 
Motilal Banarsidass, the leading Indological Publishers of 
India, at the time of the 2500th Nirvdnotsava of Lord Mahavira 
is a fitting tribute to the great contribution made by Professor 
Bhattacharya and a great service to the students of Jainology. 


National Museum, 

New Delhi. 

Mahavira Jayanti, 1974. 


B. N. Siiarma 

KEEPER 



PREFACE 


Following my Brahinanic Iconography, “Indian Images” 
Part J, published in 1921, I present to the public thejaina 
Iconography now after a lapse of nearly two decades. The 
delay has been long but unavoidable on account of several 
family mishaps even though the MS. had almost been com¬ 
pleted by the end of 1926. An additional difficulty in my 
way was that of a suitable publisher for undertaking the 
printing and publishing of a book which by its very nature 
calf for illustrative plates. I make my apology to those scho¬ 
lars, both in this country and the west, who by their frequent 
enquiries about this volume have kept alive in me the desire 
for presenting it to the public, a desire which might otherwise 
have been killed in the midst of my many trials and misfor¬ 
tunes. 1 offer my thanks also to the enterprising proprietors of 
the Punjab Sanskrit Series who, of all Oriental publishers, 
have placed me in their debt by readily undertaking to 
bring out this first book on Jaina Iconography. 

The study of iconography and that of sculptures are inse¬ 
parable. To all students of arts and culture, therefore, I hope, 
this book will present a new interest. 

To rescue the hitherto hidden materials of Jaina Icono¬ 
graphy from their hiding places, 1 turned my attention in the 
first place to the published and unpublished literature of 
Jaina School. To be justly enlightened on the subject, I 
freely sought the guidance of orthodox Jaina scholars 
who, though deeply learned in Jaina philosophy, were 
unable to adequately indicate the various texts relating to the 
Jaina images, scattered over in their ritualistic literature. In 
order to find these, 1 took to exploring the different MS, 
collections preserved in far distant places of our country. This 
involved me in visits to Arrah, Agra, Bikaner, Baroda, Ahmada- 
bad, Rajkot and several other places where such literature 
was to be found. Everywhere I was received with great kind¬ 
ness by the reverend monks of the sect, who placed at my 
disposal their MSS. and allowed me to copy out such of them 
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as, J thought, would be useful. I acknowledge my profound 
debt of gratitude to those monks whose memory even at this 
day is my cherished possession. At the same time as I visited 
the monasteries, I renewed my visits to all the Museums of 
Northern India and also personally explored many old sites 
of jaina ruins in search of images properly illustrative of the 
iconographic texts. Within about three years, I was able to 
collect a vast store of materials for my purpose. The present 
book is the product of all my humble researches on the subject. 

In the ever expanding field of Indology some intolerance 
and unfriendliness still hold sway. This is to be regretted. In 
the field of Indologicd research more, 1 believe, could be 
achieved by mutual sympathy and understanding and less, 
very much less by the lack of them. Criticism of a constructive 
character is always extremely helpful ; and no one need grudge 
it, I mean, no one who has the interest of truth nearest to 
his heart. 1 am no judge, of my own work. Having put the 
first furrow in the hitherto fallow field of Jaina Iconography, 

1 place with considerable diffidence this humble work of mine 
in the hands of Orientalists for their criticism and suggestion 
which, I doubt not, will be of great help to me in seeing much 
that i may not have seen at first. 

To my general readers my request is that they may be pleased 
to read the introduction and the introductory paragraphs of 
each chapter and then relate and compare them to the illus¬ 
trations at the end of the book. 

In conclusion, I desire to record my cordial thanks to 
Kumar Probodhendu Nath Tagore B.L. for same financial 
help and to Khan Bahadur Maqsud Aii Khan (C.S. ret .), 
Chief Secretary to H.II. the Maharaja of Benaras, for his 
benevolent encouragement and ready sympathy. I have also to 
express my indebtedness to my esteemed friend, Professor 
U.C. Nag M.A. Ph.D. for many useful suggestions and to 
my old student, Mr. T.N. Sarkar B.A. (U.P. Police), for pre¬ 
paring under my instruction the index of this volume. 

Durgakund Road, 

Banares, U.P. B O.B. 

January 20, 1939 
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INTRODUCTION 


In the vast domain of Indian art, the Jaina Iconography, 
unfortunately, signalizes a great blank. Except a few useful 
contributions by the late Dr. Burgess and Prof. D.R. Bhandarkar, 
the subject, as a whole, is left practically unexplored. There 
is as much truth in the fact that the great majority of the Brahma- 
nic sculptures of ancient dates are unrecognised by the ordinary 
Hindu Public as there is in the case of old Jaina images, which 
defy accurate identification even by ail orthodox Jaina. The 
cause is, however, not far to seek. Time and evolution of custom 
have cut short the elaborate Jaina Pantheon, economising 
immensely the details of its ancient statuary. In consequence, 
in no Jaina temple of modern times, one can easily notice, the 
important entourage of the Tirthairikaras, less probably, one 
would expect there to meet with all the canonically fashioned 
deities of Jainism. On the contrary side, however, uptodate 
exploration at the ancient Jaina sites has rendered abundant 
possibilities to students of history and the Jaina world to see 
with a new vision nearly a full number of representative Jaina 
images. Hence, the need arises to collect informations, literary and 
archaeological, which would systematise our present knowledge 
of the jaina Iconography. As we, thus, proceed with the same 
subject in hand, wc would, at the outset, offer a preliminary 
treatment of the Jaina religion and philosophy in its most 
characteristic form. 

Fundamentals of Jaina Religion 

Phis Religion may be described, in its very elemental 
features, as an Arya or Indian Sectarian Religion. 1 Gonicntiom 
arise and develop, when only it asserts its heresy against: 
the orthodox Brahmanic Religion by rejecting the authority 

i. “The Jaina Religion like Buddhism is held to have been originally an 
oil-shoot from Hinduism, and many Jainas still continue to consider 
themselves as members of the Hindu Community, will intermarry with 
Hindus and take part in their festivals.” Census of India Vol. i. Parti 
Report f Government Printing, 1^24). Their total populatior is 1178, 
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of the Vedas as apocryphal and corrupt. The Jainas 
substitute, however, the Vedie Scripture by their own 
Aligns and Sutras. They, in their difference, never accept 
the Hindu Sraddha or funeral riles nor do they venerate Hindu 
sacred places which they replace by their own having rites 
specially attached to them. A further point of their protest 
against Aryan orthodoxy is the exclusion of all but the twiceborn 
(.Dvija ) from the monastic fraternities, an attitude which ulti¬ 
mately brought into world this independent sect with an estab¬ 
lished rank of its own. Mainly, the two characteristic features, 
which should clearly mark out Jainism from all other religious 
systems are firstly, the extremity of tenderness shown towards 
all animal life, the tenet being called Ahimsd and secondly, 
the Saint-worship in which they assign to the Tirthamkaras , 
a station even superior to that of the gods. 

In certain respects, on the other hand, the Jainas meet, the 
orthodox Hindus on a common ground. For instance, they 
admit the institution of caste, observe the essential ceremonies, 
called the Samskdras and instal amidst their pantheon, a number 
of male and female deities of Brahmanism. Further, the Jainas, 
in many cases, employ the Brdhmana Pujakas (Religious officiants) 
in their sanctuaries and some of their class freely intermarry 
with the Hindu Vaisyas. 

In points of heterodoxy against Brahmanism, Jainism 
and Buddhism probably stand on a common platform. But 
despite their outw’ard similarity, which led the late Mr. Hunter 
to remark on Jainism as “a religion allied in doctrine to ancient 
Buddhism but humanised by Saint-worship”, both religions 
have certain doctrinal distinctions of leading importance. 
The conception of Nirvana in Buddhism differs essentially from 
the Moksn view of the Jainas. With the Buddhists, to be clearer, 
its proposed meaning is extinction whereas with the Jainas it 
has a positive significance implying absolute purity and freedom 
from the snares of Karma? In Metaphysics, Jainism recognises a 
pluralistic realism and is more akin to the Nyaya-Vaisesika 


i. also *rtsr: Tati i drtkddh it* am a S ulra 

(Asiatic Society, Bengal), p. 10.3. 
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theory than to the Samkhya system, 1 while Buddhism with its 
doctrine of Universal void inclines naturally to the monism of 
Sarikaracarya. In the idea of Ahiriisa (non-killing, non-injury), 
loo, both the religious systems do not appear to be in perfect 
accord. The Buddhist idea of Ahiriisa is rather positive and 
humble as consisting in showing mercy (Mettd) to all living 
creatures of the world. The Jainas on the other hand, have 
carried the idea of Ahimsd to probably an excessive limit, for 
instance, in the utter abstention from hurting a living molecule 
and in the refusal to take as food even a dead creature’s body. 
A further point of difference between the two religions is the 
fact that Jainism lays special stress on the rigour of asceticism 
which, Buddhism, however, has sternly avoided as an extreme 
(. Anta ). 

Like all religions. Jainism has three main sides, philoso¬ 
phical, ethical and ritualistic. In philosophy, it is partially 
atheistic (deistic ?) denying the existence of a supreme Being 
as creator but essentially pluralistic as mentioned before. The 
Jainas hold the theory that the world exists from eternity. It 
consists of Loka and Aloka . 2 There are two ultimate substances 
(DravyasY in this world,— Jiva (Alive) and Ajiva (Not Alive). 
An inhabitant even of the highest heaven cannot obtain A loksa 
(liberation) in the ordinary course. For becoming a Jina or 
Arhat, he needs to be born as a man. The Ajiva Dravyas are offive 
kinds: Pudgala (matter or the physical basis of the world), 
Dharma (the principle of motion). Adharma (th e fulcrum of rest). 
Aka6a (space), Kdla (Time). 4 With jiva, these make up the 
six first categories of Jaina Philosophy. 

1. Golebrooke’s hypothesis of the identity of Jainism and Samkhya has 
been ably refuted by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan in his Indian Philosophy Vol. I , 
pp. 202-203 fLondon : George Allen & Unwin Ltd. ). 

2. “ Lokdkdsa is that in which Dhaima , Adharma , Kdla 9 Pudgala and Jiva exist. 
That which is beyond is called Alokdkdsa — Dravya Suing? aha, p. rQ 
(Sacred Books of the Jainas). 

;j. Substance may be defined as that which persists in and through its 
own qualities and changes having the characteristics of creation, des¬ 
truction and permanence (cf. and ) . 

4. snanfw (V.i.) (V.i.) sfan?* 

(v. 3 .) 1 Tattvdrthddhigama Sutra • 

cf. arsNt 35 % 3 fr arnnw 1 

3*rr?rg?ft 3 pr%?r*nf 11 

Dravya Samgraha 15 (S.B.J.). 
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The remark by Prof. Jacobi as follows in general review 
of the Jaina Metaphysics is worth consideration, (i) The 
animistic belief of the Jainas, (ii) the absence of the category 
of quality in their enumeration of the principal constituent 
elements of the universe, (iii) the inclusion o fDharma and Adharma 
in the class of substances. The Jainas hold, moreover, that the 
body, Manas and speech are constituted of Pudgala , which they 
regard as existing in atomic and aggregate form. 

One of the central features of Jaina Metaphysics is their 
group of seven Tattvas or Principles underlying which stand 
their doctrines of Karma and Sams dr a. The principles are (1) 
Jlva (soul), (2) Ajiva (non-soul), (3) Asrava (influx of karmic 
matter into soul), (4) Bandha (Bondage), (5) Samvara (stoppage 
of the inflow of fresh matter), (6) Nirjard (removal of any past 
Karma), (7) Moksa (absolute liberation). 1 If, to this series two 
more principles of Puny a or merit and Papa or demerit are added, 
the collection is to be known as the nine Paddrthas. 2 

This aspect of Metaphysics describes the stages upon the 
way to salvation. Moksa is in fact the liberation of Jlva from 
Ajiva. Jlva is entangled by Karmas and Karmic matter through¬ 
out all his births and evermore fresh Karmas are pouring in. 
It is Karma , which brings on the Asrava , 3 4 which for the first 
time taints the pure soul. Thus, with the inflow of matter, there 
is a kind of fusion of soul and matter. 

This binding of the soul to the body is Bandha , which is 
not to the advantage of the former. Hence accrue Papa (demerit) 
and Punya (merit) in consequence of which, the Jwa revolves in 
the circle of births and deaths ( Samsd.ra ). The only step towards 
Moksa or final release can be attained by stopping the “influx” 
(Samvara)* and by ridding the soul of matter (Nirjara). This 
is, however, affected by practising the thirty-five ordinary 

1. "TeRf*T 5 I1 Tattrartha Sutra 1 .4. 

2. ^Tql^^T^TT'efT *Tr=T ^ arm rff^FT I 

JTWT cT li Pancdstilzayo 103. 

Gf. Dravya-samgraha (Ed. by S. Ghosal) 28 Sloka. 

3. li 

Taltrdrlhdtlhigama Sutra , 6. 1. (Asiatic Society’s Edition, p. 139). 

4. 3 fT^ r fqTT 3 ': It Ibid. (Asiatic Society’s Edition). 
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rules of conduct, self-control, twelve spe cial rules of conduct 
and concentration. Thus, when the soul is completely purged 
of all impurities of Karma past and new, the JIva in all his real 
refulgence, power, bliss and knowledge, obtains Moksa? 

The Jainas have certain original theories of knowledge, 
which form an important element of their philosophy and religion. 
According to them, Philosophy consists in the voluntary and 
consistent striving, intellectual and moral, manifest in the 
removal of Karmic impediments (1), on the way to samyak 
Juana (he. Right knowledge of the doctrine), (2) Samyak Dar - 
sana (i.e. Right faith in the true doctrine) 2 (3) Samyak Caritra 
(i.e. strict observance of Jaina precepts). 3 These are called 
Triratna or three Jewels as means to attaining Mokya, Of these 
knowledge is divided into five kinds (1) Mali —Perceptual and 
inferential knowledge, (2) Srula —knowledge derived from the 
reading and hearing of the scriptural books, (3) Avadhi —direct 
knowledge of things even at a distance of time and space, (4) 
Manahparyaya —direct knowledge of the thoughts of other 
people, (5) Kevala —Perfect, limitless knowledge or omniscience. 4 

The Jaina Philosophy is again original in the doctrine of 
Syadvada or the seven modes of predication (Saptabhangi nay a). 
“It is the doctrine of the non-isolation of the parts, elements, 
properties or aspects of things; it is the method of knowing or 
speaking of a thing synthetically 59 . 6 We can affirm the existence 


Tat trait ha Sutra X 2. 

cr. i 

girfc -jt# it 

Pancastikaya-samayasaui Verse 15ft. 

2. Adhydtma-Tattvdloka (tr. by M.J. Mehta), p. xxi. 

3. Caritra has two kinds—one which is unaccompanied by desire 

, and the other accompanied by desire (?T r nT).The first 
leads to Aloksa , the second to sovereign dignity. 

4. Uttarddhyayana Sutra (Jaina Sutras tr. by H. Jacobi —S.It. E.) 

Gf. WH* I 

-o ** 

Tat hat thadh igam u Sutra (Sutra ft, ch. 1.) 

5. Jainism by H. Warren, p. 20. 
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of a thing from one point of view—that of its material, place, 
time and nature 1 (Sydd asti) and deny it from these attributes 
of another thing (Sydd ndsti). All affirmations are true as well 
as false in some sense (Sydd asti ndsti). A thing is unpredicable 
when we should affirm both existence and non-existence at the 
same time from the same point of view (Sydd avaktaiya). From 
the point of view of its own quarternary and at the same time 
from the joint quarternary of itself and nothing, a thing is and 
is unpredicable (Sydd asti avaklavya ). Similarly a thing is not 
and unpredicable (Sydd asti ndsti avaklavya). 2 Every proposition 
starts with a ‘perhaps’, a maybe or a Sydd and suggests the 
absolute affirmation or denial as impossible. What is meant in 
short by these seven modes are but different stand-points (Nay a ) 
of the position, form etc, from which the existence of every object 
can be regarded in order to have a full view of it. 

On the ethical side, certain scriptural injunctions bind the 
Monks and the Laity to a moral system of a specialised character. 
The most important of them is the five-fold vow of the Jainas-viz. 
(i) non-injury, (ii) renunciation of lying, (iii) abstinence from 
theft, (iv) chastity, (v) detachment from all external and internal 
temptations. 3 No religion, as mentioned before, has carried 
Ahirhsd further i.e. respect for and abstinence from everything 
that has life. The most orthodox among the Jainas drink only 
carefully strained water, and their ascetics before they sit brush 
the ground before them with a broom of peacock’s feather or a 
cloth-brush lest any visible animalcule be crushed. It is enjoined 
in their canonical books that a man should practise certain 
resignations of mind by thinking that nothing in the world 
really belongs to him, should abstain from all intoxicants, from 
gambling, from adultery, from hunting, from taking food at 


1. ^ r r, wsstr, and I 

2. See M a 11 i sen a' s Syfidi ddatna fija r i, p. i Gq ff.; for a clear exposition of 
the doctrine Vide Prof. S. Radhakrishnan's Indian Philosophy Vol. i, 
pp. 302-304. 

3. fsp.fasTcW I 

Tat liar tha-raja-Vdrtlika, Gh. Vii. I. 

(Sanatana Jaina Series). 

cr. 11 

Yoga Sutras 
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night, etc. All these summarise the very norms of Jaina Ethics 
of which the details may be found in certain vows and the eleven 
Pratimas. 1 Most of them share in character with the orthodox 
Hindu and Buddhist rules of life except probably the duties 
which prescribe a Srdvaka to have faith in his own religion, to 
do Samayika (meditation during one Muhurta) and to keep 
certain fasts, to limit his indispensible necessities of life and to 
abandon part by part worldly occupations as a preparatory 
to the monk’s life. 

Another characteristic of the Jaina Religion is its consti¬ 
tuent division of the Sravakas “hearers” or lay disciples and 
Yatis or Monks, who should hold no property and never quit 
their dwelling except to beg for food. The Yati’s life is one of 
utter abstinence, taciturnity and continence. He has to sweep 
the ground before sitting, remain silent and steady at one place 
at night and not to ride any ve'iiclc for travelling. He is allowed, 
in turn, to dispense with all a.:ts of worship, whilst the & Irdvaka 
has to add to the ob ervance of the religious; and moral duties 
the worship of the Hrthamkaras and a profound reverence to 
be shown to his more pious brethren. The secular Jain like the 
ascetic must practise the four virtues,—liberality, gentleness, 
piety and penance 2 : he should govern his mind, tongue and acts; 
abstain, at certain seasons, from salt, flower, green fruits, honey, 
grapes, tobacco; drink water thrice strained, and never leave 
a liquid uncovered lest an insect should be drowned in it ; it is 
his duty also to visit daily a temple, where some of the images 

1. --- 5 RT- tfmrfzFF—^f^rT^TJT - fa^TTVTiamf^- 

— 3 n wtcjtpt— c rfer?rcin *t 

srftPTT i 

(i ) (Faith), (a) Vow. (s) Samayika (one JTfpT). (4) Fori- 

nightly fast. (-.) Abstinence from the flesh of conscious creatures. 
(G) Abstinence from eating at night. (7) Abstinence. (8) Abandon¬ 
ment of nearly all worldly engagements & occupations. (0-11). 

3 PTirfacKW, ^f^cWT- (a gradual giving up of the 
world and retirement). 

2. STifrc fTmcSPT I 

Samayika-Patha No. 1 by Amitagati. 
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of the Jaina saints are placed, walk round it three times, make 
an obeisance to the image, and make some offerings of fruits and 
flowers. 1 Rituals and pure ethical duties have been mixed up 
here in describing the religious life of a Jaina, who, indeed, does 
not keep them in water-tight compartment. 

The Jaina rituals are not half so elaborate as those of* (he 
Hindus but certainly surpass those of Buddhism both in extent 
and variety. The customs peculiar to them and those which 
seem to be more emphasised among them than in Hinduism 
may only be touched here. The Jainas give all free access to 
their temples of gods and saints of whose images they worship 
with certain special rites and ceremonies. 

They have what are known as Jala-pujd (washing of the 
images), Candana Pujd (worship with sandals) and Aksafa Pujd 
(offering of unboiled rice) and Naivedya Pujd (worship with food). 
All this is followed by Arati after the sunset. Another custom be¬ 
longing to the Jainas is the Samdyika reading. They, like the 
Hindus, believe in and practise Prayascitla or expiation of sins but 
unlike them have the custom by confessing sins before the Guru. 
In regard to the observance ol* religious suicide the Jainas differ, 
yet a writer on Jainism calls it the highest, noblest and the most 
dignified form of Ahirhsd. Great importance is attached to pilgri¬ 
mages, especially undertaken on the full-moon days that fail 
in October-Novcmbcr (Kdrttikl Purnimd) or in April-May. Four 
months in the year are more specially given to fastings, the 
reading of sacred books and spiritual meditations. They observe 
the most important fast on the last day of the Jaina Year and of 
Pajjusana Sathvalsari and ordinary fast on the full-moon days, 
which fall in Spring and Summer. Some of the Brahrnanic 
festivals have been mysteriously adopted by them among which 
may be mentioned the Divali , Dhanaterasa, & dr add Pujd , Lahmi 
Pujd , Jhdna pane ami. Si (aid Pujd, the Dasahard and the Makar a- 
samkrdnti. 2 Besides, the image-worship of the Tirthainkaras 


Chamber's Encyclopaedia “Jainism” Svctdmbaras. 

Divali, Dhanaterasa, ^TT^TTo^jfV arc probably adscititious to Hinduism. 
Jaina festivals have origin?fed mostly from the anniversaries of the 
births and deaths of Tirthaiiikaras. The greatest festivals of the Jainas 
are : in the month of (August-Sept), full 
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and some subordinate deities, the worship of the Siddha-cakra , 
which is kept in a Jaina temple has found a firm hold on the 
Jaina devotee. 

The Digambaras and the Sveldmbaras 

The followers of Mahavira were originally called Nirpan- 
that (without a bond) 1 who latterly received the designation 
of “Jaina 5 ’. Tradition and historical records assign to the well- 
known division among them into the Svitambaras 'putting on 
white clothes’ and the Digambaras “Sky-robed” or wearing 
no garment, the date of 79 A. D. This almost synchronizes with 
the time of the similar sectarian division among the Buddhists 
into the Mahayana and the Hinayana. The real origin of this 
division is to be looked for in the specific acceptance, which 
some people accorded to some of the doctrines of Mahavira 
or his predecessors while others followed the rest of his or their 
doctrines. The schism began as early as the time of the First 
Council of PataJiputra at the end of the fourth century B. C. 
The visitation of a terrible famine in Magadha led some Jainas 
to migrate to the south under their leader Bliadrabahu about 
315 B. C. They are said to have planted Jainism for the first 
time in the Deccan. 2 Those who remained in the famine-stricken 
land found a leader in Slhulabhadra, who being anxious to 
preserve the Jaina scriptures summoned a Council at Patali- 
putra, which collected the Eleventh Anga and renewed the 12th 


moon of STTGTTro— 15th of I gvJSpRT means HfT 

T*RT *PRT i.c. serving with a whole-hearted devotion. This is the 
religious session during the rains. —celebrated in STTficR 

and ^ ^rfa-day of Mahavira*s Nirvana. 
r.). ends with this day. 

1 . gibr smfa’j 3TT#fsr%g fa £ spi:- • ■fa'fifa fa • i 

Asnka's Pillar Edict vii. Lexicographers like Hemaeandra and the author 
of the Medint make synonymous with (naked) fiPTRT 

(sky-clad). 

2. According to orthodox Digambara Jain tradition Bhadrabahu and his 
followers must have chosen such a place where there had been the Jaina 
laity to dwell with. Thus, the Deccan was an earlier seat of Jainism 
when we follow this view. 
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Ariga. At the end of the famine, Bhadrabahu returned with his 
followers. They refused to accept the work of the Council and 
sternly disapproved the custom of wearing clothes, which the 
followers of Sthulabhadra h id already adopted. Thus, according 
to the Svetambaras, the Ja'na Canon was fixed by the Council 
of Pataliputra towards the end of the 4th Cent. B. C., whereas 
the Digambara books as available sofar prove that their age can¬ 
not go back further than Vikrama Year 49 or B. G. 8. Regard¬ 
ing the origin of the Digambaras as a sect the Svetambaras 
ascribe it to Sivabhuti, 1 who started the heretical sect of the 
‘Bhotikas’ in A. D. 83. 

The diverging doctrines of the two sects are in the main 
as follows:— 

(a) The Svetambaras decorate the image of the Tirtham- 
karas with earrings, necklaces, armlets, and tiaras of gold and 
jewels, the Digambaras leave their images naked and unadorned. 

(b) The Svetarnbaras assert that there are 12 heavens 
and 64 Indras; the Digambaras maintain that there are 16 
heavens, and 100 olympian rnonarchs. 

(c.) The Svelambaras allow their gurus to eat out of 
vessels, the Digambaras receive the food in their open hands from 
their disciples. 

(d) The Svetambaras consider the accompaniments 
of the wooden pots for bringing food etc. as alms etc., as essential 
to the character of an ascetic, the Digambaras do not admit their 
importance. 

(e) The Svetambaras credit the Angas or Scriptures to 
be the work of the immediate disciples of the Tirthaiiikaras, the 
Digambaras, on the other hand, maintain that the leading autho¬ 
rities of the Jaina Religion are the composition of subsequent 
teachers or Ac dry as, their original Angas being lost. 

(f) The Digambaras hold that salvation is not possible 
for a woman, although they have the order of nuns as well. The 
Svetambaras have not, however, such a view. 

(g) The Omniscient Being or a Kevalajnani lives with¬ 
out food according to the Digambaras, who strongly maintain 
that a monk should not have anything, even clothes. The 


i. The story of Sivabhuti is given in Mrs. Stevenson’s Heart of Jainism, p. 7p< 
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Svetambaras hold contrary opinions on these points. In Puja, 
the Svetambaras use flowers, sweets etc., the Digambaras substi¬ 
tute them for dry rice, spices etc. The former in contradictum to 
the latter regard Mallinatha as a female Tirthamkava. 

In comparatively modern times during the Mahomrnedan 
rule, new sects such as the Lunkas (452 A. D.) and Sthanaka- 
vasis or Dhundias (1653 A. D.) arose. The chief distinction resting 
with them is their absolute opposition to image worship. 

Who are the Tirthamkaras ? 

Several definitions of a Tirthamkara or Tlrthakara are to 
be met with in both Svetambara and Digambara literatures, 
but they all converge upon the same purport that a Tirtham - 
kara means a prophet. Let us look into some of the literary defi¬ 
nitions as found in their books. “A Tlrthariikara is he by whom 
was shown the broad fording-place of virtue, the best of all 
reaching which men overcome sorrow.” 1 “Tirtha” means here 
Dharma or religious system, “one who expounds Dharma” 2 
or according to another version, “Tirtham” or “Dharma” by 
which this Ocean of Sariisdra or transmigration can be crossed. 3 
According to Svetambara view, “Tirtham” means a “Samglia” 
or ‘Church 5 and a Tlrthakara is one who founds the Church or 
Community. This ‘Tlrtha 5 or ‘order 5 is not one but four in 
number—viz, (i) Sadhu or Monk, (ii) Sadhvi or nun, (iii), 
Srdvaka or lay brother and (iv) Sravakd or lay-sister. Thus, 
everything analogies to what we know by an advent of God or 
Prophet or deified saint. As in all religions, the Jaina Tirtham¬ 
karas were no more than deified heroes, born of human parents, 


x - srjfter ^r^rr: ^PTf^cr i 

Brhalsvoyainbhii-stotra n. by Sumantabhadra. 
a. «nf sFfrftr sfar i 

I STTo adhyaya II 

ii- ?ft# I Cf. 5TTf% # 5f?TTOmRfirf5T 5ft*f i 


Bhavavnti Sutra , I. I 30 . 
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raised to the position of God by their renunciation and great 
services to religion for the deliverance of mankind. 1 

Another name of the Tirtharhkara is Jina or conqueror 
from which the religion has been named as ‘Jaina*. The word 
4 Jina” has the technical sense of “one who conquers the enemies 
such as, lust, anger, etc”. 2 These “Jinas” are four-fold—viz, 
(i) JVdma Jina or those who were Jinas by name, e.g. Rsabha 
and others, (ii) St hap ana Jina or images which are installed 
and arc made of gold, stone, etc., (iii) Dravya-Jind or those beings 
who are endowed with a Jina’s quality, e. g. Srcnika, (iv) 
Bhdva Jina or those who have attained the SamavasaranaA The 
Jaina literatures of both the sects furnish the names and detailed 
history relating to 24 Tlrthainkaras. From the early references 
to the name of Rsabhanfitha, the doctrine of Arhat, Nirgrantha 
and the Syadvada in the Hindu and Buddhist books, there is 
nothing seemingly very incredible about the early authenticity 
of the Jaina incarnations. It is also a curious coincidence that 
the number 24 resembles exactly the number of 24 Brfihmanic 
Incarnations of Visnu according to some accounts. In all 
likelihood, the early Hindu number of 10 Avatdras might have 
been also numerically strengthened under the Jaina or the 
Buddhist influence in later times. Of the 24 Tlrthainkaras, the 
most favourite ones among the Jainas are the first and the three 
last ones but temples as well as images of the remaining ones 
are also met with in many parts of India. 

Almost all the Tlrthainkaras have been the subjects of 
many Carita hooks and Pur ana hooks in Jaina Literature either 
in an associated account or in a separate account. For instance, 
we have the Adipurdna about the life of Rsabha, Utiarapurdna 
about the lives of the other Jainas, Bhavadeva Suri’s Pdrsvana- 
thacarita, Sakalaklrti’s Sdnlindtha Caritra , Vijayagani’s Arista- 


fspiT I 
^ 11 

pTTFRtfcT TT*T f 

^rmf^n f^rnn swfcFrT 5^ 

^fcpnT f^sftcTT 



Sdmdy iha-Pdtha . 

f3T«T.' I 3T 3, 

I 


Cf. Pravacanasdroddhdra , 42 gTT. 
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nemicarita , Kr-snadasa’s Vimalandtha Parana, Rrahmancmidatta’s 
Neminatha Pur ana. 

No body can believe that such a number of books written 
with the avowed object of giving truth to the believers may have 
related only unhistorical fictitious beings ! Making reasonable 
allowance for the glorification and exaggeration which each 
religion attaches to its heroes, we have reason to place our 
credence in the historical authenticity of the 24 Tirthamkaras. 
According to the Jaina notion, Tirthamkaras are superior to 
gods inasmuch as a Tirthaihkara is approaching salvation 
whereas a God is merely a heavenly being subject to births and 
deaths. This relative position is made more conspicuous in the 
Jaina sculptures as we shall see later on, where the main figures 
of Tirthamkaras are worshipped or served by some surrounding 
gods, goddesses, and other heavenly beings as only their sub¬ 
ordinates. 

Origin of Jaina Images. 

It is a time-honoured custom of India to instal images for 
the purposes of private and public worship. Neither the Bud¬ 
dhists nor the Jainas disregarded it and in fact., by assimilat ion 
completely developed a system of their own with a multitude 
of images with canonical and mythic details which we utilise 
today in our iconographical studies. With the Jainas, the images 
no doubt originated from their Tirthamkaras. The governing 
idea of an image seems to be that it reminds a believer of the 
condition through which a Tirthaihkara passed to attain salva¬ 
tion and that affords him a strong incentive to follow the noble 
example of the Tirthaihkara in life. This applies to all image 
or relic worship. The influence left behind by the Jinas after 
their deaths lingered on for sometime. And soon, devotees 
found it necessary to preserve the glorious memory of their 
prophets by setting up their statues principally in the sacred 
places associated with their lives. The literature belonging to 
them also supplies a clue to this point. Jacobi writes, ‘‘Lives ol 
the Jinas were probably not intended for biographical treatises, 
but served a liturgical purpose, for when the images of the llr- 
thamkaras are worshipped in the temples they are addressed 
with hymns, one of which sums up the halydnakas or auspicious 
moments. It is with these Kalyanakas that the lives oi the Jinas 
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arc chiefly concerned, and this fact seems to prove that the 
custom of mentioning the Kalydnakas in the worship of the Tlrth- 
amkaras is a very old one; for otherwise it would be impossible 
to conceive what could have induced an author to treat so 
largely of so barren a subject as has been done in the Kalpa- 
sulra”. 1 Besides the images of Tirtharhkaras, the images of 
other gods and goddesses, though subordinate in type, play not 
a small part in Jaina Iconography. A closer study of the subject 
discloses the unmistakable fact how many of the Brahmanic 
divinities were silently assimilated into the Jaina Pantheon. 
Undoubtedly, there was a need for them. Human mind ever 
seeks ideals realised into forms. Ideas of auspiciousness, prospe¬ 
rity, wealth, kingly splendour or so on found a direct outlet in 
the sculptor’s art—in the images of Ganesa, Sri , Kubera, Indra. 
The long-standing traditions and well-established images of 
these gods in Brahmanism directly appealed to the Jainas as 
they might have appealed to the Buddhists. Thus, they uncon¬ 
ventionally welcomed them and admitted into their worship 
many of them as they connected with the tales of their saints. 

Jaina Temple-worship 

The integral part of the Jaina worship is perform¬ 
ed in their temples. In this way, their temple may be 
said to be their repository of Dharma. In Brahmanic religion, 
though temple is visited on occasions and pilgrimages, 
most injunctions of religion, however, such as the 
Trisandhya or the 3 prayers, the Gurupuja, Siva-Puja, Sraddha, 
Tarpana, Vrata-Puja, the Devl-Pujas and the Tajnas are follow¬ 
ed in practice in individual homes. In this respect, the Jaina 
Religion marks a great contrast to Brahmanic religion. The 
Jainas in optional cases keep an image in their houses, do not 
undergo the special ritualistic formalism in their private worship. 
The temples are their churches, where besides the daily worship 
of the images by the religious officiants, religious books are kept, 
the Aratis or waving rites are attended largely by men, women 
and boys with sincere faith and devotion. There are occasions 


. Jaina Sutras (S.B.E.) by Jacobi, Part I. Introduction Lii. 
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when the images are specially decorated, the Samavasaratia is 
arranged, readings from the scriptures are given by Brahma- 
caris, Yatis and Suris. In many other respects, the Jaina temple 
worship bears a close resemblance to Brahmanic customs. 
The images go through the same process of canonical installation, 
daily worship, ceremonious worship, occasional processions, 
decorations and Arati . Almost in the same way as that of the 
Brahmans, the Deities arc offered rice, water and Naivcdya . 
There are bells, drums, chowrics and no foreigner, unless he is 
told, will find any appreciable distinction between a strictly 
Brfthrnanic temple and a Jaina one. In temple worship, the 
Digambaras and the Svetambaras differ in some important 
heiratic points. For instance, “The Digambaras bathe the 
images with abundance of water but Svetambaras use very little. 
The Digambaras may bathe and worship their images during 
the night, but the Svetambaras do not even light lamps in their 
temples, much Jess do they bathe or worship the images lest 
in so doing they might thereby kill, or indirectly cause the death 
of any living thing, for to do so during the night they regard as 
a great sin. The Digambaras wash their images with Pancd- 
mrta but the others do not”. 1 


Classes of Jaina Gods and Goddesses 

Classification arose among the Jaina divinities as soon as 
their number grew enormously, partly to systematise their panth¬ 
eon and partly to lend facilities to the sacerdotal worship. The 
deities have been looked at from specific view-points and this 
has led to various classifications. Some of the gods and goddesses 
have been worshipped by Svetambaras, which have not been 
acknowledged by the Digambaras and similarly, some of the 
Digambara deities are nearly unknown to the Svetambaras. 
There are variants in certain names in both the sects. In an 
early text of Jaina Religion called the Acdra Dinahara, we find, 
goddesses have been divided into three classes—viz. (1) Prdsdda 
Devis or installed images (2) Kuladevis or Tantrik Goddesses 
worshipped according to mantras from preceptors. (3) Sariipra- 


i. Burgess, hid. Ant. 1903, p. 459 ff. 
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day a DcvTs or class-goddesses. 1 The at ithor describes tilt' godde¬ 
sses as on dais , on field, installed in a cave or in a palatial temple, 
cither as a symbol as sell'-creatcd or created by man , sectarian 
goddesses such as Amba, Sarasvati, Tripura, Tara etc., Kula- 
devTs such as Ghandl, Kant he van, VyaghrarajI etc. This, 
indeed;, is a more exhaustive classification of gods and goddesses. 
From this as well as from other references to Jaina hooks, it is 
clear that a great many Tan trie goddesses have found a room in 
the jaina Pantheon. We come across the names of Goddesses 
of clearly Tantrik nature such as KankfilT, Kali, Mahakall, 
Gamunda, Jvalamukln, Kamakhya, Kapfilini, Bhadrakall, 
Durgfi, Lalita, Gauri, Surnangala, RohinI, Sulakata, Tripura 
Kurukulla, Candravatl. Yamaghanta, Krantimukha etc. 2 
In a Mss. of the Jaina collection of Jnana Mandir in Baroda, I 
found a passage which gives a further list of Tantric Goddesses— 
such as—Gancsvari, PretaksI, Saiiikhinl, Kali, Kalaratii, Vailall, 
Bhutadamaii, Mahakall, VirupaksI, Candl, Varahl, Kankfill, 
Bhuvane." van, Yamaduti, etc. called Catnssasli Tog:nis or 64 
Yoginls. 3 'Phis predominent Tantrik element in Iconography 
seems to be represented by the Svetambara sect, who like the 
Mahayana Buddhists, developed by assimilation and invention, 
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The first name KnnkMi opens the clue how a great number of Jaina 
sculptures were exposed to view from the same named Rank fill I'il-i 
at Mathura. . 
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a tantrik system of their own. The earlier classification divides 
the gods into 4 classes viz. JyotisI, Vinmnavas!, Bhavanapati and 
Vyantara of the Bhavanavasi class, there are 10 subdivisions—the 
Asura-, Niiga-, Vidyut-, Suparna-, Agni-. Dvlpa-, Udadlri-, 
Dikvata arid Ghanika-Kumaras. Of the 4th named division, 
there are 8 kinds - Pisacas, Bhutas, Raksasas, Yaksas, Rinnans, 
Kiiiipurusas, Mahoragas, and Gandharvas. The 9 planets, 
the Naksatras, the Stars belong to the region of the Jyotiskas. 
The Vairnanika gods are of 2 kinds : those born in the Kalpas 
and those born above the Kalpas . The former category of divini¬ 
ties falls into twelve classes, who live in the Kalpas alter which 
they arc named : Sudharma, Is ana, Sanat Kurnara, Mahendra, 
Brahma, Lantaka, Sukra (or Malta Sukra) Sahasara, Anata, 
Pranata, Arana and Acyuta. 1 In the Anullaravimana , there are 
5 places, each with a god called Indratorule over it, viz. Vijaya, 
Vijayanta, Jayanta, Aparajita and Sarvartha Sidcllia. 2 There 
is a class of gods called Navavidhana gods such as, Naisarpa, 
Panduka, Pihgala, Sarvaratna, Mahapadma, Kala, Mahakala, 
Mfinava, and Sariikha. The Viradevas may be enumerated 
as Manabhadra, Purnabhadra, Kapila and Pihgala. Out of 
this long list of divinities, those who actually appear in icono¬ 
graphy seem to be the 9 planets under the category of Jyotisi- 
gods, the Dikpalas or guardians of the quarters under the head 
of a Bhavanavasi Yaksas or attendants of the Tirthamkaras 
under the class of Vyantara-gods, Is ana, Brahma under the class 
of Vimanavasx Gods. Besides these, there are divinities recog¬ 
nised and worshipped by the Jainas, who would not come under 
any of the above-mentioned categories. For instance, we may 
mention, the name of the 16 Sruta or Vidyadevls, the A stain a- 
trkas such as Brahman!, 3 Maliesvarl etc., the mothers of the 

1. Uttarddhyayana Sutra Ch.. 36. Keith: Indian Mythology, the Mythology 
of the Jainas. 

Gf. classification and description of gods. Jaina Sutras (S.B.E.), pp. 
aav-y.S 81. 

2. Mrs. Stevenson: Heart of Jainism, p, 270. These last but four names 

are identical with the gods mentioned in the Arthasdstra . Cf. p. 61, 
(Mysore Oriental Scries). 
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Tlrtharhkaras such as Marudevi, Vijaya etc., Ksetrapala, the 
Bhairavas, the Sr! or LaksmI Devi. And if we cannot establish 
the correspondence between the so-called “Kumaras” and the 
Dikpalas or as they are further called Vastu-Devas, they may 
come outside the category of the deities as dealt with before. 
It is to be noted here that most of these Gods and Goddesses 
borrowed right from the Brahmanic Pantheon are regarded by 
the Jainas as devoted adherents of the Tlrtharhkaras and thus 
they consider them to be deities of their system and accordingly 
perform certain Pujas in honour of them profusely referred to 
in their ritualistic literature. 

The main characteristics of Jaina Images 

The sculpture devoted to religion follows the art tradition 
of a particular sect. That art-tradition specially in India known 
for its symbolism, has a mixed growth of ritualism and art 
forms. The artist was under the religious necessity of carrying 
out the canonical injunctions in art but his duty was not over 
there, for he had to make a compromise between symbolism 
and beauty, the latter element being demanded from him by 
the same formalism of religion. Hence, we find, in most images 
of India, a number of mystical symbols now calling for explana¬ 
tion, side by side with the representation of a true art, exquisite 
in quality and impressive in form. Such an art had a religious 
mission to serve: an ugly figure could never gratify a devotee’s 
mind and his thirst for the infinite through a visible form. Hence, 
all native books on art declare unanimously that the form must be 
excellent: 1 But this decree was fully satisfied when sculptors of 
genius were close to hand. Gontrarily, ugly figures came out 

*ftfr *rrrerrct ?r<tfw^=rr<-n ^ i 

fftarspr err: n 

^ sJTfjft *TRefr TftjffaWt ?rr<TT I 

5 an^Tfr wfacf sn?: n 

Hemacandra’s Abhhlhanacintdmani 
(Ed. by Otto Boetlingk, ST. Pctersberg) 



—Vdstusdra & Pratisthdsdra-Samgraha 
(MSS. N. 68. Jain collection, Jnana Mandir, Baroda) 



Introduction 


19 


as we some times find, mixed with good images, when the sculptor 
available happened to be a bad artist. Specific rules arc given 
in Silpa or art manuals for making an image artistically perfect. 
Commonsense assures us that the authors of these manuals who 
made much minute rules of art-technique were not mere priests 
of temples or clerks of religion but were well-versed in the* science 
of sculptural art. 1 We are, however, more concerned here with 
symbolism and iconography than with art-techniques. IIow 
are we to distinguish Jaina images generally from other images 
of India ? As prominence is given to imagery of Tirthamkaras 
or pontiffs in Jaina Iconography, we must find the chief charac¬ 
teristic of a Jina figure to settle this point. The distinguishing 
features of a Jaina figure arc its long hanging arms, the Srivatsa 
symbol, the mild form, youthful body and nudity. 2 Other charac¬ 
teristics of such images seem to be the main figure being attended 
on his right side by a Yaksa and on his left side by a Yaksini, 3 
the presence of the A.soka or the particular tree under which the 
Tirthamkaras attained the supreme knowledge, one of the 
eight Prdtihdryas which consist of (i) heavenly tree, (ii) a throne- 



i 'T^rfnfr rrr^ra; %w- 
u *n§gnTRrc i wrw- 

M iq'*6'MS;y-I II °t>IMdd 

I ... 

n ibid. 

Such passages indicate the author’s expert knowledge of the techniques 
of art. 

(Varahamihira’s Brhaisamhitd 58 Adhyaya, 45 Sloka) 

Vasunandi’s Pratisthd-sdra-samgraha (Jaina Sidd. Library 9 if). 

Akalamkadeva’s Tattvdrtha-Rdjavarltika 
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seat, (iii) Trilinear umbrella and a lion throne, (iv) Aura of a 
beautiful radiance, (v) Drum ( Divya-dhvani ), (vi) showers of 
celestial blossoms, (vii) 2 chowries, (viii) Heavenly music. 1 
All these symbols are seen in a complete image of a TIrthamkara. 
The Yaksa and Yak sin! or Sns ana devatas (Lit. ‘governing 
deities’) are to be noticed in the lowest corner of the* whole 
statue. When they appear in individual sculpture, the keynote 
to recognise is the presence of a small Jina figure either at their 
head or at the top of the statue. Each TIrthamkara is recogni¬ 
sable by a cognizance or cihna usually placed below his image. 
Besides these, certain symbolic ornaments mark out a Jaina 
representation distinctly from others. These are (i) Svastika 
(ii) mirror, (iii) urn, (iv) cane-scat shaped like an hour-glass 
(v) & (vi) 2 small fish, (vii) flower garland, (viii) book. To an 
untrained eye, the image of a seated TIrthamkara may be easily 
mistaken for that; of the Buddha. The symbolic marks as stated 
above may safe-guard one from such mishmash or misinter¬ 
pretation. Among the Jinas, Rsabha, Ncmi and Mahavlra 
agree in the fact that they attain release when seated on the 
lotus-throne, while other Tirthairikaras pass away in the Kayot- 
sarga posture (that of a man standing with his arms hanging stiff 
with the body). 

Centres of Jaina pilgrimage 

Tirthas or Holy shrines sprang up on the sites associated 
with the lives of the great Jaina Prophets. In fact, the Tirtharh- 
karas made their Tirthas . The phenomenal incidents in Jaina 
Litt. are known as (a) Garbha or conception, (b) Janma or Birth, 
(c) Tapas or acc. to others Pariniskramana , (d) Juana or Enlighten- 


Jaina-iantipatha • 


Gf. 


3'ffVrTTrm n 


A verse quoted in D.R. Bhandarkar’s Jaina Iconography. 

(Ind, Ant. ioi i). 

The Heavenly Dtmdubhis consist of 5 musical instruments. 

See Appendix. 
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ment, (c) Nirvana or Death or collectively T'ivc-Kalydnas. Be¬ 
sides these, free choice was given to build Jaina temples in sacred 
places, on the sea-side or at any fine place or locality. 1 As a 
consequence, we actually find Jaina temples under a Jaina com¬ 
munity scattered over all parts of India. Virnala shell Tejapala 
and Vastupala on Mt. Abu in Rajputana and temples on the 
Mt. called Parasnath in S. Bihar are noteworthy in Jaina architec¬ 
ture. The caves in the rock, on which the fort of Gwalior is 
built, contain many interesting Jaina sculptures. Other sites 
of temples and sacred places of the Jainas are:—Mathura, 
Satrunjaya Hill in the Pali tana State. Girnar in the Junagarh 
State in Kathiawar, the India and Jagannatha Sabha. caves, 
Ellora, Khajuraho in C. I., Dcogarh, Gadag, Lakkundi in 
Dharwar, Sravana Bclgola. At Sravana Belagola, there is a 
gigantic statue of Gomatesvar. Other Jaina clossii are found in 
Karkala and Venur in South Kanara. 

Nearly all the Tlrthamkaras obtained consecration and 
perfect knowledge at their native places, though R sabha is said 
to have been a Kcvalin i.e., one possessed of the highest knowledge, 
at Parirnatfila, Ncminatha at Girnar, and Mahavlra (the last) 
on the Rjupfdika river. Twenty of them attained final release 
on Sarmnetasikhara or Mt. Pan, vanatha but Ncminatha enjoyed 
this bliss of Girnar, Vasupujya at Ganipapuri in East Bihar, 
Mahavlra at Pavapun and Rsabha himself at Astapada, which 
is identified with the famous Satrunjaya in Guzcrat. 2 The wide 
distribution of Jaina images and temples in India may be gather¬ 
ed from a chapter of a Jaina book called Tirthakalfia, some of 
which, I enumerate here. 

Eighty-four images of the Jainas arc known to have been 
installed in different places of Jainism. We cite here some of 
the Tirthas with the recorded installations of deities. In Salrun- 

i. I 

Mss. (Jaina S. Library, Arrah) 

Bh umibhdga , Pratistha-Sdra-Sarngraha. 

2* “Jaina Mythology,” Indian Mythology —A. B. Keith. 



22 


Jaina Iconography 


jaya, Adinatha image was installed by Virasvami. In Sudhu- 
kunda, there was the image of Santinatha. In Ujjain, the figure 
of Neminatha was set up. In Kaficana-valanaka, Aristanemi 
image was set up. Similarly, we find mention of installations 
thus: In Papamata, Ncmfc'vara. In Soparaka, Rsabhadeva. 
In Nagara-mahasthana, Nandivardhana (Yugadideva). In the 
Deccan, Gomatadeva and J§rT Bahubali. In North India, in 
the country of Kalinga, Gornata Sri Rsabhadeva. In Khangara 
an image of Adinatha worshipped by Ugrasena. In the Ud- 
danda-vihara of Mahanagara, the figure of Adinatha. In 
Taksasila, Dharma-cakra made by Bahubali. Tarana and Ariga- 
dhika, Ajitanath. In Chanderi vasti, Sambhavadeva. In Sega- 
matigrama, Abhinandanadcva from whose feet the river Narada 
takes its rise. In Kausambl, Padmaprabha. In Mathura, the 
stupa of Suparsva built by MahalaksmI. In Dasapura (Mancla- 
sor), Saritadevl. In Prabhasa the image of Jvalamalinl. In 
Nasik, Gandravatl and in Varanasi, Candraprabha. In Koya- 
dvara, figure of Suvidhinatha. In Prayaga, Sitalanatha. In 
Vindhya and Malayagiri image of Sreyaihsanatha. In Carnpa, 
Vasupujjya. In Kampil, Vimalanfitha. In Dvaraka, on the 
sea, Anantanatha. In Ratnavahapur, near Ayodhya, Dharrna- 
natha. In Kiskindha in Lanka, on theTrikuta Hill, Santinatha. 
In Prayaga, Kunthanatha and Aranatha. On the Sri-parvata . 
Mallinatha. In B hrgup at l ana, Munisuvrat. Again, in Pratisthana, 
Ayodhya, Vindhyacala, Manikyadandaka, Munisuvrata. In 
Sauryyapura, Patalipulra, Mathura, Dvaraka, Siiiihapura, 
Stambha-tlrtha, Neminatha. In Ajagrha, Pars van at ha. In 
Ahichhatra, Kunthanatha. In Nfigaloka, Kukkute: : ;vara, on the 
Mahendra Hill, Parsvanatha hooded by thousand cobras. On 
the Sri Hill, Sriinalapattana, Kuntagrama, Gampa, on 
the Vaibhara hill, in Kailasa, image of Mahavira. In Asta- 
pada, twentyfour Tlrthamkaras, on the Sammeta Sikhara, 
figures of twenty Jinas. 1 


i. Tirtha-kalpa —-Jinaprabha, 45th kalpa (quoted in the Abhidhanam- 
jendra : the Tirthakalfm Ms. from Sivapuri has kalpas describing mainly 
the different places, such as Campd-kalpa , Varanasi-KnIpa , but docs not 
aggregate the number 4fi. A modern book named Tirthavdrid Dariaka 
(bv B. Gaivilai) divides Tirthas chiefly into Siddha-kfelra , Srikfdra, 
Panra-kalydnaka-k$etra and Atisaya ksetra groups. 
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Age of Image worship 

Orthodox Jainas seem to give very great antiquity to 
their religion, 1 but actual historical records do not go very far 
back beyond the age of Mahavlra or utmost the age of Parsva- 
natha. Their early pontiffs may not be totally unhistorical beings; 
in fact, they lived, had a prominent career and left much of the 
greatness in early Jaina Literature but sofar as tangible archaeo¬ 
logical documents are concerned, their lives only supply an 
unbroken chain of which the last two or three Tlrthamkaras 
came into the historical period. The age of the whole body 
of the Jaina Litt. in the present form does not recede much 
further than the lime of Mahavlra, of the 6th century B.G. 
When did image-worship come into Jainism is rather difficult 
to say precisely but not impossible to determine in broad lines. 
Should we believe in recorded tradition of an inscription, we 
get an actual evidence to prove that images existed among the 
Jainas as early as the time of the Sisunaga or the Nanda kings 
i.e., some years after the birth of Mahavira. Mention is made 
in the Hathigumpha Inscription of King Kharavcla of the reco¬ 
very and rcinstallaiion of an image of Sri Rsabha-Dcva removed 
from the country about 300 years previously. 2 It may not be 
quite discreditable for subsequent to the death of Parsva, his 
statues evidently began to be made and adored. Otherwise, 
how was it possible to preserve the tradition of his association 
with Dharanendra and Snakes except in art. By the time, 
Par.'va, and Mahavira flourished, Brahmanie art was in full 
swing and had a much earlier history of Iconolatry. In all 
likelihood, this was immediately taken up by the new founders 
and adherents of Jainism, who necessitated the aid of image- 
worship in their ritualistic phase of religion. Kautilya, the author 
of Arthasdslra mentions the image of Jaina Gods viz., Jayanta, 
Vaijayanta, Aparajita etc., the existence would naturally go 

i. 

^ wrrergiT ; sr SrfipMT 

(ET^T: ^fo 9,25) etc. are Vcdic references. 

3. Hathigumpha Inscription, Vol. III., Pt. IV. pp. 461-467 from the 
Journal of the Bihar Orissa Society, 1 .12. The Khapdagiri and Udai- 

giri caves are full of Jaina Images of very early date. 
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to the 4th century B.G. Image is referred to in a passage in the 
Antagada Dasao thus, “there dwell in those days... .a gentleman 
named Nage in the city of Bhaddila pure, rich. . . .This gentle¬ 
man Nagc had a wife named Sulasa. Of the lady Sulasa it 
was prophesied in her childhood by a soothsayer that she should 
bear dead babes. Now Sulasa was from childhood a worshipper of 
the God Harinegamcsi. She caused to be made an image of liari- 

negamesi and every morning she bathed. 1 Other references 

to images in Jaina Literature are : worship of prophets as gods 
by Jainas and Buddhas, 2 each Tlrthaiiikara has his Vimana, a 
temples and statues created to their prophets by Buddhists 
and .Jainas. 4 Concrete archaeologic al finds have been discovered 
at Mathura, which prove beyond all doubts that temples of 
images were made as early as 600 B.G. We have images of 
Ary a vat I, dated in the 42ncl year of the Satrap Sodfisa,’* and 
“Ayagapata” with an inscription of which the character is in 
form anterior to the alphabet u&cd by the Kushan Kings and 
may be considerately earlier than the Christian era. 0 The Mathura 
inscriptions dealt with by Dr. Fuhrcr show that there are dedica¬ 
tions and offerings of a very ancient date made toRsabhaniitha. 
Lastly, we may mention the stupas erected in honour of the 
7th Jina Supar-vanatha, built about the 7th century B.G. 
Let me quote the late Mr. V.A. Smith, the most scrupulous 
historian on the point : “Assuming the ordinarily received date 
B.G. 527 for the death of Mahf. v T ra to be correct, the attainment 
of perfection by that saint may be placed about B.G. 550. The 
restoration of the stupa may be dated about 1300 years later or 
A.D. 750. Its original erection in brick in the lime of Par- 

i* The Anlagada-Dasao (Oriental Tran. Fund), p. 67. Further references 
to images—(a ) “There he had a temple of the Jina made and image 
of the holy Lord Sfmti set up in it”—Kathakosa, Royal Asiatic Society’s 
publication p. 210. (b) “Then the prince saw that Catty a , and an 

image of the eminent Rsabha”. Ibid, p. 100. (c) “On the top of 

this mountain, there is.an image of the lord Nemi made out of a 

sapphire. Ibid p. 75. 

2. Vide Jaina Sutras (S.B.E.) 22.xxi. 

3. Ibid . pp. 190, 218, 19“,. 276. 

4. 2. xxi. 

3. PI. xiv. The Jaina Stupa and other antiquities by V.A. Smith. 

6. Ibid , PI. xii. 
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gvanatha, the predecessor of Mahavira would fall at. a date not 
later than B.C. 600. Considering the significanc e of the phrase 
in the inscription “built by the Gods” as indicating that the 
building at about the beginning of the Christian era was believed 
to date from a period of mythical antiquity, the date B.C. 600 
for its first erection is not too early. Probably therefore, this 
stupa of which Dr. Flihrer exposed the foundations, is the oldest 
known building in India 55 . 3 


I. Ibid, Chapter II. 



CHAPTER 1 


THE TlRTHAMKARAS 

The traditional number the Jainas give for their Tlrtharh- 
karas is 24. The historicity of all these 24 Tirthaiiikaras cannot 
be proved for many reasons. First of all, the number is not an 
original one, it is canonically the same as given by the Buddhists 
and the Hindus for their respective incarnations. Either we 
must believe that the Hindu number is older copied by the 
Jainas and Buddhists for the sake of form or the number is 
purely conjectural and stereotyped which the three religions 
adopted in order to keep some identity. The second objection 
to accrediting the number is the mythically high age, which the 
Jainas attribute to their Tirthaiiikaras. The period assigned, 
if we believe it, would cover many milleniums and exceed all 
anterior limits of the Vedic age in India. Nor can we prove the 
authenticity of all the early Tirthaiiikaras from literary records 
of second millenium B. C., which do not belong to the Jainas. 
Some Jaina scholars quote from the Vedas some identical names 
of the Jinas, which to Vedic scholar would positively prove none 
but those of Vedic Rsis. Under the circumstances, it would be 
a scientific error to suppose that the 24 Tirthaiiikaras lived and 
preached as the Jainas religiously believe and as their books 
written in the Buddhistic age record. It would be far more 
correct to say if we all have to put some belief in all the 24, 
that some of them had flourished side by side and others flourish¬ 
ed in succession to one another. The first Tirthamkara 
Rsabhanatha about whom recorded traditions are so varied 
and old images (say of the Kushan age) are so many that one 
finds it rather difficult to disavow his historical existence. The 
intervening ages of the Jainas are, of course, appalling and can¬ 
not be accepted as true. 

Whether real or ficticious, one fact is certain that these 
Tirthaiiikaras represent truly Jaina elements and their origin is 
not due to any extranuous influences. In this connection, it is to- 
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be noted that while Buddhism formally admitting a number of 
Buddhas makes singularly prominent the Buddha or Gautama 
Buddha, the Jainas on the contrary render many of their Tlr- 
thamkaras appear in the forefront. A modern temple of the 
Jainas would show a gallery of images of many of their Tlrthaiii- 
karas to whom equal respect is offered in their daily worship. 

In the Jaina pantheon, the Tirthaiiikaras have been given 
the highest position. Even the gods and goddesses many of whom 
are borrowed beings from Hinduism come in subordinate order 
and have been regarded as ministering hands to the Jinas. In 
Hemacandra’s, Abhidhana-Cintamani , the divinities have been 
classified under two classes:—The Dcvadideva or the higher 
gods and the Devas or ordinary gods. To the former class, he 
has assigned the Tirthaiiikaras and the subordinate deities, 
who are almost purely of Jaina origin. In the minor class, we 
find other gods, who share their existence equally with the Hindu 
pantheon. In Iconography, also, this idea of the relative superio¬ 
rity of the Jainas has manifested itself. In the earliest sculptures 
of Jainism, the Tirthaiiikaras prominently occupy about the 
whole relief of the stone. 

Jainism is a living religion in India and the temples of 
the Jainas preserving the old tradition of image-worship to a 
considerable extent should give us many materials for Icono¬ 
graphy. The images in a Jaina temple arc arranged in order of 
precedence. There is one Mula-nayaka , he may be either Rsablia- 
natha, Suparsvanatha, Par:'vanatha or Mahfivira surrounded 
by other Jinas, who hold a less dignified position according as 
the temple-cult is associated with him. This predominance of 
a particular Jina is due to the situation of the temple in a place 
sanctified by him. For instance, in the temple at Sarnath believed 
by the Jainas to be the Birth-place of Sreyam:'anatlia, we find 
his image in the position of a mulanayaka. Other deities such 
as the Yaksa, Sasana-devata, Laksnn, Ganesa play the part as 
subordinates to the Jinas and are found in their relative positions 
in a temple. Thus, we see the Tirthaiiikaras are the highest 
divinities in Jainism and they are believed to be absolutely 
free from desires (Ragas) while the other gods and goddesses 
possess desires and have their heavens of enjoyment. Here, 
the Jaina ideal of asceticism asserts itself and their stand-point 
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in this respect is brought to bear upon their Iconography. The 
Jainas represent a high order of asceticism and other gods, 
according to the Jaina belief, cannot approach that order. In 
actual images, the Jinas are shewn as ascetics draped, sometimes 
naked in two Yogic postures of Padmasana or Kayotsarga . In 
general appearance, the image of Tlrthaihkara resembles that 
of Daksind-murti of Siva. This resemblance is significant and it 
may be possible to infer that the Jaina imagery might have been 
borrowed from Siva’s asceticism. There is also some resemblance 
between a Jina image and a Buddha image and a layman is 
very apt to mistake one for the other. What are the differences 
between the two, common to all idols ? Jaina images ofTlrtham- 
karas, whether new or old, must have a Srwatsa symbol on the 
chest of the figures, must have a trilinear umbrella above the 
figure and except the early Mathura statues, have a Ldhchana 
or symbol which not only distinguishes them from other images 
but differentiates them from each other. The fact that the 
Jaina images of the Rushan period from Muttra do not bear the 
Ldiichanas prove that in the earliest stage of Jaina Iconography, 
there had not been a practice of marking out a Jina figure with 
a distinctive symbol. Next, probably a confusion arose to dis¬ 
tinguish a Jina figure from another having a stereotyped appear¬ 
ance. Thus images of the Gupta and subsequent periods have 
invariably a Ldnchana and cannot be misapprehended. Although 
the Tlrlhamkara images of the Kushana age bear no Lanchanas, 
in cases of the Parsva image, the Kushana artists have given a 
snake canopy behind the head of the figure and we are enabled 
to identify the Jina without any difficulty. 1 

In other cases, we are almost left in the dark as to the 
identification of the Jina represented unless inscriptions come 
to enlighten us with the actual names of the Jina. 2 Of course, 
such inscriptions are only too limited in number. Thus, it 
may be repeated that: the earliest Jina figures had no distinguish¬ 
ing Lanchanas . This conclusion docs not probably imply that 
Lanchanas were not known to the Jainas and to the Jaina artists. 

1. Fig 2. plate OXG. V, A. Smith’s “The Jaina Stupa and other antiquities 
of Mathura. 

2. Image of Sambhavanatha the year 48, Epi. Ind. Vol. X. Plate III, 
P. 112. 
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In fact, we find a large number of these distinctive symbols, 
to wit, a bull, ram, deer, Krauhca bird, elephant, dolphin. 
Syena bird, conch, lion, lotus, rhinoceros, buffalo, represenied 
on rail-bars and coping stones discovered in Kankall Tila 
of Mathura. 1 The Kalpasutra, a very early text of (he Jaina 
canon (date 300 B.C.) gives a list of all the 24 Lfinchanas for 
the 24 Jinas, monumental evidences fail to show their early 
association with their master in sculptural art. In no sculpture 
of the Kushan age from Mathura the TJrihaihkara figure is 
seen attended by either a Yaksa or a Yaksirn. Curiously, how¬ 
ever one example of a Yaksirn named Arnbika is to be noticed 
in a sculpture on the reverse of the Jina statue of the year 9 
from Mathura. 2 From the Gupta period onwards, we find the 
Jaina sculptors have regularly appended the Yaksa and Yaksirn 
figures to the sculptures of the Tirthamkaras. 3 Thus, it may be 
concluded that the Laiichanas as well as the Yaksa figures might 
have remained as isolated and in a germinal state and their 
actual association with the Jaina images did not take place in 
the Kushan age of Jaina art. 

Another feature of the Jina icon is the presence of Gana- 
dharas just to the right and left of the main figure. Jaina texts 
specially of iconography mention them as attendants of a Tirthairi- 
kara. 4 Such figures are represented as holding some Chowris , 
one of them might be shown with its hands elapsed in adoration. 
Though Yaksa figures are absent from the early Jina images 
of Mathura, Ganadhara figures are prominent by their presence 
in many of these images. 5 

A further feature of the Mathura Sculpture is that most 
of the Jina figures are shown completely naked. No conclusion, 

1. Ibid, Plate LXXV, Figs i,3 , 5 , Plate LXXIV, Figs 2. 3. 4. <■„ Plate 
LXXI, Figs. 2.7. Plate LXXX, Fig. 3. riaie LXXXI. Fig. I. 

2. Jaina Fig. the year 9, back, PI, 1. Ep. In. Vol. X. p. 109. 

3. A pair of conches, deer or lion indicate nothing of this image with 
conches below the seat. 

4. Ancient image of Rsabhanatha from Kankali Tila, V.A. Smith’s 
“Mathura stupa” plate XG VIII wrongly identified for Neminatha. 
The Sasana-devata seen in this case is not Cakresvarl with discs but 
Ambika with a child in her lap. 

5. New Brahml inscriptions of the Scythian period by R.D. Bancrji. Epi. 
Ind. Vol. X. Plate 1, p. 109. 
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however, can be drawn from the images of the Scythian or 
Pre-Scythian period as to their origin either of the Digambara 
or Svetambara sect. The Svetambaras, on no ground, would 
allow their figures to be represented as such. The Mathura 
Jaina figures can neither be claimed by the Digambaras because 
we find the attendant Ganadharas both male and female in the 
sculptures are fully draped and decorated with ornaments, a 
custom which stands in opposition to their doctrine as they never 
permit any nun an admission into the ascetic order. Therefore, 
it can safely be concluded that the sectarian distinction relating 
to nudity or drapery did not, atleast in sculptures, originate 
as early as the Kushan period. 

The Gupta period showed a marked development in the 
iconographic characteristics of a Jina figure. Not only do we 
see in such images the particular Ldiichanas incorporated but 
miniature figures of a Yaksa and Sasana devata invariably 
included. 1 2 Other marks such as a trilinear umbrella, a drum- 
player surmounting il, a pair of elephants on tw'o sides of the 
umbrella and a Dharmacakra symbol attended by a pair of 
either bulls or deer form parts of a Jina sculpture. 

All these Iconographic marks are prescribed for a Jina 
image in Jaina books on Pratisthar (or installation of images) 
written about the late Gupta period. Of these marks, the 
Dharina-eakra symbol seems to be positively of early growth. 
Wo find even in the Kushan Jina images the simple representa¬ 
tion of a Dharrna-cakra symbol. The addition of a pair of bulls 
or deer begins with figure of the Gupta period (Epi. ind. Vol. II. 
p. 210. Sculpture from Kosam) on both sides of the “Wheel 
of the Law”. The bulls may have some mythological connexion 
with Rsabhanatha, whose symbol is a bull and who first turned 
the “Wheel of the Law” or in other words, founded the Jaina 
religion. A pair of antelopes facing the Dharmacakra, a device 

1. “This image of a Jina, richly endowed with the embellishments of) 
the expanded hoods of a snake and an attendant female divinity, having 
the name Parsva”—Fleet, Gupta Inscriptions no. 61. PI. XXXVIII, 
p. 258 If. Gf. Jaina Cave at Badami. Arch : Surv. W. Ind.V ol. I,p. 25. 

2. Vasunandi is the author of Pratisjhasara. He flourished in 336, see 
Bhandarkar’s Report published by the Jaina Svatantra Bhandara, Pava- 
puri. 
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of later growth, must have been borrowed from the Buddhist 
Iconography. Some ol these symbols viz. Dharma-cakra, 
Chowris, lion-seat, 3 umbrellas, an aureola, an As oka tree 
have been enumerated among the 21 Atisayas or supernatural 
qualities of a Jina by llemacandra in his Abhidhdnacinlamani, 
The Jina sculptures of the Gupta and the later ages are found to 
be always marked with these well-known symbols. 

The Jaina religion places some of the Hindu deities in 
a subordinate category (under Devas and not Devadhidcvas) 
and makes them waiting upon the Tlrthariikaras. This fact is 
strikingly borne out by some of the Hindu sculptures of the 
Gupta period. For instance, in the illustration of the so-called 
image of “Rsabha.” Mathura series, Karikali Til a, we can 
recognise in the two figures immediately to the right and left 
ol the main figure, Balarama with a snake-canopy and a plough 
and Vasudeva with his usual attributes of conch, club (flute?), 
Vanamala and disc. As the Jina represented is undoubtedly 
Neminatha known from his Yaksa Gomedha and Sasanadcvata 
Ambika, this relation of Ksrna and Balarama, the Jina’s 
cousins, is ingeniously brought into relief by the sculptor. The 
sculpturing of the pedestal of the Jina images underwent sorne 
changes in the Gupta period. In many instances, the pedestal 
of the Kushan age shews a large group of male and female 
devotees surrounding the Dharma-cakra surmounting a pilaster. 
The pedestals in the Gupta age as mentioned before, portray a 
pair of deer and the figures of the planets in a lower row. 

When wc come to treat of the race and families of the 
Jinas we find that history and mythology cannot be co-ordinated. 
The Jaina books inform us that twenty-two Tlrthariikaras 
belonged to the Iksvaku race and the two, namely, Munisuvrata 
and Nemi belonged to the Harivam a family. From the stereotyp¬ 
ed character of the birth, renunciation and salvation of the 
Jainas, we are led to believe that their lives had been cast into 
the same mould. They shewed no novelty or variety in their 
character. The 24 Tlrthariikaras, as if, led a monotonous course 
of existence on earth. Although, however, their lives are out¬ 
wardly similar, there are in them a great many points oi diffe¬ 
rence which the Jaina mythology brings home to us. The names 
of the Jinas (explained by the commentators), their mothers’ 
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16 dreams, Ldncanas , Yaksas shew a widely varied character. 
It is, indeed, so difficult to separate truth from mythology in the 
critical treatment of their lives as they are presented in the Jaina 
Puranas. Some observations may safely be made regarding the 
genetic development of the mythological matter. The origin 
of the names is purely an accidental matter and there is hardly 
any room for believing in Hemacandra’s much-laboured inter¬ 
pretation of the J ina names sometimes with reference to grammar, 
sometimes to a myth associated with their lives. For instance, 
he would explain the name Nemi as derived from the circum¬ 
ference of the Dharmacakra, the name Parsva as deriv¬ 

ed from the fact that “he touches (Sprsati ) all ideas by know¬ 
ledge” or from the circumstance that his mother in her pregnancy, 
while lying, saw a black serpent crawling about. Hemacandra by 
similar method traces the origin of the name Rsabha of the 
first Jina from the myth that his mother before his birth saw 
in her 14 dreams a bull as the very first. 

The dreams of the Jina’s mothers and the way in which 
a Jina is born descending from heaven bear a distant echo of 
Buddha’s mother Maya’s dream and her conception. All the 
mythological stories related in the Jaina Puranas seem to have 
been engrafted into the life of a Jina. For instance, the 14th 
Tlrthariikara Mallinatha was made a woman by the Svetambaras. 
They tell a story in support of his female incarnation. It is 
related in Hemacandra’s Mallinatha Carita , chap. 6. that Malli¬ 
natha in his previous birth while practising penances with other 
ascetics concealed some extra penances from them. As a result 
of this, he was born as a woman. The Digambaras, however, 
lay no credence to all this fanciful story of the Svetambaras, 
probably fabricated in order to show that women had equal 
rights with men to asceticism and salvation. From the enormous 
mass of mythological matter, we may draw out one or two facts 
which should claim our serious attention. The Lanchanas of 
some of the Jinas look like the totems of the families to which 
they belonged. For instance, the lksvaku family of Ayodhya 
used bull as a vehicle. 1 Hence, Rsabhanatha descending from 
the same famous royal family made a bull as his totem or Lduchana. 

i. This point is elaborated in a Hindi article by Rai Krishna Das, Secre¬ 
tary, Nagari Pracarini Sabha, Benares. 
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Similarly, Munisuvrata’s and Neminatha’s respective symbols of 
tortoise and conch speak of their birth from the Hari family, 
whose connection with these Vaisnavite symbols are well- 
known. 


JINAS IN AYAGAPATAS 

The Kankali fila of Mathura yielded among other scul¬ 
ptures some Ayagapatas of very early age. In 3 of them, we 
notice the Tlrthamkara figure seated with hands laid in the lap. 
A feature of these representations is the inclusion of some of the 
jaina Astamangala symbols such as a pair of fish, a Svastika 
etc. in a serial row around the main figure. A head-dress and 
trace of a parasol are visible in the case of one Ayagapata (pi. 
VII. Smith’s Mathura). 

There is hardly any mark or Ldnchana by which we can 
recognise the particular Jinas figured in these tablets of homage. 
One tablet, however, shows the figure of a Jina, which by its 
mark of snake-canopy we can identify as that of Parsvanatha. 
The representations of Jinas in these Ayagapatas of pre-Kushan 
age as may be proved from the script of the inscriptions on 
them appear to be the earliest in the stages of Jaina iconography. 
Thus, we can infer that in the first stage of iconic development. 
Jinas had no Ldnchanas or distinctive marks, the Parsvafigure 
had the invariable symbol of snake canopy and some of the Asta- 
mangalikas had been very primitive in their growth. 

The figures in this tablet of homage (VII, IX, X) as 
they belong to an age anterior to Kushan rule, are devoid of 
any mark of any classical influence and are purely of Indian 
origin. The conventional type of Jina figure must have been 
derived from an Indian Yogi seated erect in meditation. The 
general appearance of Jina figures, their face, body is the same 
and with the exception of their distinctive marks of Ldnchanas 
they would be just regarded as representing only one Tlrtharii- 
kara. 


VARIETIES OF JINAS OF THE 
KUSIIAN SCHOOL 


The Tlrthamkara images of the Kushan age may be divided 
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into 3 varieties viz: first, in which thejina figures form a part 
of a sculptured panel; second , in which the figures are represented 
as images for worship; third, figures in the middle of the A yaga- 
patas. The Jinas in panels in one case are seated in a row in 
meditation posture on both sides of a stupa, (PI; XVII, fig. 2) 
and another, Neminatha preaching to royalty (2). In the former, 
the third Jina is endowed with snake hood of Panvanatha, 
others possessing no distinctive marks. The “imagctvpes” of 
Jinas of this age have some noticeable peculiarities, such as, 
seated figures have no attendants on sides but have a devotional 
scene on the pedastal; standing figures are nude and are attended 
by 2 Ganadharas. 


JINA QUADRUPLE 

In place of the Brahmanic Trimurtr , there is the Jaina 
Quadruple, popularly known as “Caumuklu”. It has the further 
name of Sarvcilobhadra-Pratimci i.e. auspicious from all sides. It 
is a broad obelisk representing the figure of a Tirthamkara on 
each of the four sides. There seems to be no regularity as to 
the particular Jinas to be sculptured there. But the most impor¬ 
tant of them have, as a rule, been selected for representation in 
a Caumukhi. The symbols and descriptions of the Jinas in such 
a group are those that we shall discuss next in connection with 
them separately. 

Adindtha or Rsabhandtha 

The Jaina Puranas and ritualistic texts do not yield much 
in the way of describing specially the images of the Tlrtham- 
karas. The same may be said of the Jaina Silpa Sdstras , which 
seem to be very laconic in this respect. On the contrary, all 
this body of literature, when traced, is very informative with 
regard to the iconography of the attendant figures of the Jainas 
as well as the other divinities. 

From the categorical list of the Ldnchanas or emblems of 
the Jinas given in the Pravacanasdroddhdra n we are informed 
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that the first Tlrthamkara’s cognizance is a Bull. Over and above 
this symbol, we get a clue that he has also the symbol o {Dharma- 
Cakra. 1 All the patriarchs have certain special trees under 
which they received the Kevala Juana or Perfect Knowledge. 
The tree connected with the first Jina is Nyagrodha or the Indian 
Banyan tree. Other iconographic marks of the Jina are his 
Taksa named Gomukha (lit. Bull-Paced) and Yaksini Gakre- 
svarl (Goddess of wheels) or Apraticakra. Tlie texts give two 
worshippers on either side of Rsabhadeva viz. Bharata and 
Bahubali. 2 

The images of Adinatha, so far discovered in India and 
preserved in Museums and temples, essentially satisfy the above 
conditions. The illustration of the saint we have reproduced in 
PI. 11, show’s the effigy of a bull in the middle of the pedestal. 
At the left end of it, may be seen the figure of Yaksini GakresvarT, 
who hold* a discus and rides the Guruda. Standing types of the 
same Jina statues may al>o be seen. In these, nudity is very 
prominent and there is no lion or the lion-seat. 3 

In the Jain a history of the Patriarchs, Rsabhanatha or 
Vrsabhanatha is regarded as the founder of the religion. Derails 
of his history are preserved in the Adipurana of the Digambaras, 
Kalpasutra and Hema chandra’s Trisaslhi-Saldkdpurufacaritra of the 
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Trifaftisalaka , Adlsvara , ist Parva, 3rd Ch. f>8 verse. 

I saw in an old picture collection preserved in the Asiatic Society of Ben¬ 
gal Mss. Collection No. 1544, the representation of Rsabhanatha 
attended bv Bharatacakri, his son. 

3. For examples sec the figure of Rsabhanatha half way up on the Vaibhar 
hill of Rajgir. It has a mark of a lotus with two bulls on cither side. 
For other fig. vide and cf. Cunningham Arch, S, R . Vol XI., p. 12. Ibid., 
Vol. X p. 17. Ibid, Vol. IX., p. 58. Mathura Museum Catalogue, p. 67. 
fig. B. 4., p. 71, fig. B 21, p. 81, fig. B 7 fi» Deogarh Fort, 2228 list... (3) 


Ibid, No. 2223. 
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Svetambaras. Curiously ; the Bralimanic Puranas like the Bhaga - 
vata Agni and Varaha mention him as an incarnation of Visnu 
although by his symbolism of a bull and his place of Mok$a as 
Kailasa, one is tempted to connect him with Siva in these respects* 
Whatever may be the real or supposed relation between these 
three gods, that he is prominently a Jaina Prophet and his image 
has little or no connection with any Brahmanic image may be 
taken as a proven fact. 

The explanation of his bull symbol is clear from the origin 
of his name. His mother like the mothers of all the Tirtharhkaras 
saw certain dreams and the first dream was about a bull. Hence, 
the name of the Jina as Vrsabhanatha or Rsabhanatha and the 
symbol of bull as invariably connected with his representation.. 1 
The symbol of his Yaksa Gomukha having a bull’s face has a 
definite connection with the same origin. Cakresvarl. the 
Yaksini of the Jina looks like the Vaisnavi, the wife of Brah¬ 
manic Visnu. Thus, the originator of the sculpture tried to show 
the superiority and triumph of Adinatha over Siva, and Visnu, 
the two greatest gods of the Brahmanas. 


Ajilanatha Saptaparna 

The Jaina original books give him the symbol of elephant 
(Gaja) and his other symbol, namely his special tree (kevala- 



vpr^ft 3PT*TT ^ ^^TRt 



Hemacandra: Abhidhdna-Cinldmani 
“All mothers of Tirtharhkaras see, first of all, this elephant in their 
dreams excepting only the mother of Rsabhadeva, who saw a bull first, 
hence the child’s name. Mrs. Stevenson’s Heart of Jainism, p. 22. 
The 14 Dreams are:— 
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Tri$a$ti-Saldkd f Parva io,Sarga II-19-21* 
Ultarapurdna, Barva 48. 
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vrksa) ‘tree 1 both being connected with his images. Further, 
two other iconograpliic points by which Ajitanatha’s statues 
may be differentiated from those of others are the figures of his 
particular Yaksa called Mahayaksa and his Yaksini named 
Ajitabala. Mention of these is made in the Jaina canonical 
Literature. His posture is what is technically known as Khadga - 
sana he., standing with two arms hanging on the sides. His 
chowir-bcarcr is Sagaracakn. 

In sculpture, the images of Ajitanatha fully answer to the 
above characteristic descriptions. Two noteworthy figures of 
Ajita, one in the Dcogarh Fort, Jhansi 2 and another preserved 
under the old sculpturc-shed at Sarnath, Benares, 3 maybe cited 
here as examples bearing his symbols. In both these representa¬ 
tions, his main figure is standing in the so-called Khadgasana ; 
in the Dcogarh statue, it is attended by two Ghowri'-bearers and 
two devotees in front of them. The emblem of elephant is shown 
as usual under the seal of the Jina. The Yaksa and the Yaksini 
occupy the two corners of the pedestal. 

The origin of his symbolism and his name can be traced 
to the Jaina books. The Jina’s mother saw an elephant in her 
several dreams. 4 An elephant in India is always connected with 
kingly power. After his birth all his father’s enemies were con¬ 
quered ( Jifa ), hence his name the ‘invincible’ one. The &vetam - 
bara author Hemachandra interprets his name as ‘not conquered 
by excrement of the bowels etc.’ 5 

The Digambara authoritative book, the Uttarapurana 


i. 


2 . 


3 - 

4 - 
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II Puma, Parva 48. 

Image of Ajitanatha, Dcogarh, No. 2^26. List of Photo-negatives, 
A.S.I. 


Catalogue of the Sarnath Alustum, No. g. 61. 

The dream of an elephant admitting into the mouth of Ajita’s mother 
is particularly mentioned in the undermentioned verse. 




Uttar a, Parva 48. 


5 - 


far I 



38 


Jaina Iconography 


explains the word Ajita as not conquered by sin or by all heretics 5 . 1 
Thus, all the facts and ideas primarily connected with the life 
and teachings of this Jina, converge to one point “invincibility 55 , 
‘conquest. 5 His elephant emblem, his Yaksa’s just the identical 
emblem together with the warlike symbols of spear, goad, club 
etc., his Yaksim’s symbols noose, goad etc eminently express the 
idea of temporal conquest, on one hand, the symbols of rosary, 
Varada mudra, and abliaya mudra on the part of the Yaksa 
and Varada mudra on the part of the YaksinT, the idea of spiritual 
conquest on the other. 

Sambhavanatha 

The Jaina literature relating to our subject provides 
the distinct clue to identify the image of Sambhavanatha. 
That clue is the symbol of horse ( Turaya Skt. Turaga) 
connected with his representations. We are informed from the 
same literature of his Yaksa being Trimukha and Yaksini being 
Duritarl Devi—other special marks of his images. The tree 
under which Sambhavanatha received the Kevala knowledge 
and of which the mention is made in the Jaina books is the 
Indian Sdla tree 2 ( Shorla rnbusta) —his Chowri- bearer is called 
Satyavlrya. So far with iconographical details. 

The Jina’s parentage has come down to our knowledge 
through Jaina history. His father was a king named Drdharaja 
and his mother was called Suscna. His birth place is Sravasti. 3 

We come now to discuss the origin of his name respecting 
which there is a tale in Jaina books. “The king, his father, had 
been distressed to see the way his dominions were ravaged by 
plague, but when he heard the good new's of the boy’s birth, he 
felt there was a chance ( Sambhava ) of better times coming, 

1. «TT7: 

fef sgfasr <TFT WT II 

Uttarapurdna, Parva 48. 

2. ^ I Verse 40 para 49, 

Uttarapurdna . 
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hence the boy’s name” 1 . The Jina’s symbol of horse, which in 
India is regarded as auspicious 2 originates from the idea of 
good chance associated will) his name. His Yaksa’s emblem 
of a mongoose Skt. Sarvatobhadra (lucky on all sides), and the 
Yaksinl’s name as Duritari, meaning ‘vanquisher of enemies’ 
and her symbols of Varada mudra, fruit and Abhaya all very 
clearly bespeak the same idea of auspiciousness or ‘good chance.’ 

Not many sculptures of Sarnbhavanatha have yet been 
found out. But those that are found show in lithie art the apho¬ 
rism of iconography as enunciated before on the basis ofjaina 
original texts. 3 

Abhinandanandtha 

The fourth Tlrthamkara’s iconographic marks may be 
gathered from the dilferent Jaina books in different contexts. 
His emblem or the so-called Laiichana is an ape. 4 The tree con¬ 
nected with his Kevala knowledge is Piyala (Vesdli tree according 
to other texts). The Yaksa believed to have been appointed by 
Indi a, as in all cases, to serve him is named Is vara and the 
Yaksinl’s name is Kali. The particular pose in which he is to 
appear in sculpture is called Khadgdsana i.e. v standing posture. 

In sculpture, all this specification has been followed almost 
strictly. The examples of his figures are rare in India. 

i. Heart of Jainism, p. 51. 
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etc., are lucky things at all times. 

3. An inscribed image of Sarnbhavanatha at Khajuraho in Hamirpur. 
Cf. Cunningham, Arch. Sure. Rep. Vol. 11 ., Epi Jndi . Vol. I p. n 2& Plate 
III 

4. In another text the list of the Ldhthanas is given as follows 
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In Jaina history of pontiffs, Abhinandananatha’s Jnrth- 
placc is Ayodhya. 1 His father’s name is King 1 Svayaihvara and 
mothers name Siddhartha. 2 He attained moksa accompanied 
by a thousand monks , as, indeed , did all the first eleven Tilth aril- 
karas cxcept S tiparsvana tha . 11 

In treating of his symbolism, we encounter some difficulties. 
His main symbol is a monkey. If we interpret hari , one of the 
dreams of Jina’s mothers, to stand for a monkey, the propriety 
of the emblem is explained. Hari also means a lion, which 
makes it a symbol of Mahavlra. The real nature of his Yaksa 
and Yaksini may, to some extent, help us to get at die meaning 
of the symbols. Yaksa, as .we have seen, is named Is vara and 
Yaksini is named Kali, Clearly, they are Saivite deities borrowed 
from the Brahmarnc pantheon. Thus, it is likeliest to connect 
the ape of the Jina with the apish incarnation of Is vara or Siva. 
The explanation of his name is given clearly enough in the Jaina 
books. 4 According to it, he acquired the name of Abhinandana 
because he used to be honoured ( Abhinandana ) by Indra and 
others. 

Sumatindtha 

He is known from the Jaina Literature to be associated 
with the symbol of a curiow ( Krauvcha ) or a red goose. The 
Kerala tree, in his case, is Priyarhgu . The Yaksa and YaksI atlend- 


i. The birth places ofjainas arc given collectively in the following passage:— 

.JT s=PT*t3ft I 



Abhidhana Rajendra Salta, Dvara 20. 

hu'hO f^mT^nr^nTT n 

Ullarapurana . Verse 16. 

3. Heart of Jainism, p. 52. 
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ing upon him in the image are named Tumbaru and MahaVaVi. 
His chowribearer is called Mitravirya. 

The sculptures extant agree with the rules of Iconography 

as given before. Besides the fundamental marks, which specialise 
one Jina from all the rest, the* sculpture contains the figures of 
the flying garland-bearers, the drums etc., and sometimes 
miniature figures of other Jina which with the main figure com¬ 
plete the number of twenty-four. The lion-seat is meaningly 
borne by a pair of lions. Two elephants often arc seen either 
pouring showers of water or merely standing at the top of the 
main figure. Apart from the special cognizance of the Jina, a 
Cakra or wheel is noticed represented on the pedestal. The 
donor’s image is also included below the feet of the statue. 
Images of Sumatinatha have been found in many places in 
Northern India, the most noteworthy figure to be mentioned 
is the one discovered at Sahet Mahet. 1 

The Sumatinadia’s native place and his parents have 
een mentioned in the Jaina traditional history. His birth place 
was Ayodhya (Saketn), his father was called Mcgharatha and 
mother Mari gala. 2 When and how he attained the Kevala 
knowledge and what palanquin carried him, ail these are given 
in the Uttaratniruna. Wc omit, however, those details as rather 
too far from our main topic. 

With regard to the derivation of hir name, there is, as 
usual, a story to explain it. “The child was called Sumati¬ 
natha, because even before hi* birth his mother’s inrcllcct 
(Sumati) was so sharpened. To prove the queen’s ability, a 
story resembling that of the judgment of Solomon runs. An old 
Brahmin died, leaving two wives; both women Jaimed the only 
son as their’s and the dispute was taken to the queen to settle, 
who decreed, as Solomon did (and with similar result \ that 


1. See. Arch . Surv . Rept. 1907-8. 

2. gM ' SfetW ?TT%^ I 

SFrf^PTtS^cTTfT: I 

^rmsfir gfsraT n 


Ultarahurana . 



42 


Jaina Iconography 


the living child should be cut into two”. 1 The Jina’s Lanchana of 
a goose has clear association with the same symbol of Sarasvatl, 
the goddess of intelligence. It summarily symbolises the central 
:dea of Sumati or Intelligence behind the life of the Tfrtharhkara. 
In other cases, wc shall see, th symbol is the material object 
to stand for the name. As for example the crescent is the symbol 
of Candraprabha (lit. ‘shining like the moon’). 


Vadmaprabha 

The books of Jainism assign to the sixth Tlrtharhkara 
Padmaprabha the cihna or iconograpbic cognizance of a red lotus. 
His Kevala tree is called the Chatrabha. The attendant spirits are 
named Kusuma and Syarna (Dig. Manoviga ). The chowri- 
bearer, generally, the contemporary king, is Yamadvuti by 
name. So far with sculptural details from literary sources. 

The sculptures of Padmaprabha so far discovered in 
Jaina places, though not many in number, when seen in the 
light of iconography tally with the above description. 2 1 have 
seen two images of Padmaprabha wrongly identified as Maha- 
vlra on the Vaibhara Hill in Rajgir with the clear symbol of a 
lotus on the pedestal. The two lions should not have been mis¬ 
taken for the symbol Mahavlra in the presence of the lotus, 
the lions being simply the bearers of the Simhdsana or lion-seat. 

We are informed by the Jaina Purdtjas of both sects that 
his native place is Kausambi. llis father’s name is known as 
Suslma. Other details are left out as being redundant. 3 

Two interpretations of his name are given. First, his colour 
was of a red lotus, hence the name. Second, his mother, while 
the jina was in her womb, expressed a desire to sleep upon a 
bed of red lotuses, which was fulfilled. This originated the name. 


i. 
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Heart of Jainism p. 52. Cf. ^ft^TT TrMFT I JTffT 
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Abhidhdna-Cinldmani . 

Gf. Cunningham: Arch . Sure. Rep. VIII., p. 193. 
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His symbolism is just expressive of the same fact. The name 
of Yaksa attendant Kusuma connected with him means a 
flower and lends support to the very idea. 

Supdrsvanatha 

He has, according to the canon, the emblem of the mystic 
cross called the Svostika . Books give him the additional symbolic 
decorations of serpents. There is some regularity with regard 
to the number of the hoods of the serpents. The number must 
be either one or five or nine. 1 His Kevala tree is Sirlsa (fcrfar). 2 

The attendant spirits serving him are matanga and Santi 
(Dig. Varanandi and Kali ). The name of the bearer of the 
fly-fan is Dharmavlrya. 

Now, the Puranas give the historical news that he was the 
son of a Ksatriya ruling prince named Supratistha. The mother 
was Queen Prthivi by name. His birth-place and kingdom was 
Banares and Katt? Unlike the other earlier Tlrthairikara, he 
attained Moksa with only five hundred companions. 

The representation of Suparivanatha in art may either 
be seen in a group or single. Either of these representations 
fulfils the condition laid down by the canons. The most impor¬ 
tant point regarding Supars vanalha’s image is the five-fold serpent- 
hood as distinguished from the usual seven-fold serpent-hood of 
Pan'vanatha. 4 Disregard or ignorance of this point has led to 
many wrong identifications. Tor instance, in the Catalogue of 
the Mathura Museum, Dr. Vogel has in several instances, 
written without being sure “a Jina, either Supars va or Parfiva¬ 
natha” 5 Again, the statue No. B 62 has been wrongly identified 
as Jina Pdrsvandtha . It is, in fact, the figure of Supari vanatha. 
The image also shows another cognizance of the Jina, namely, 

i. ?rr tpir it ^ ^ grr?# frpr i) 

Sattvasd roddh dr a , 43 Dvara. 
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4. Cunningham: Arch. Surv. Rep. Vol. XIX. p. (>. 

5. Prof. Dr. Vogel: Cat . Arch: AIus. Mathura , p. 73. 
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Svastika. Prof. Vogel himself writes, “and that over the outer¬ 
most head on the proper left and the Svastika.”* 

His name has a historical meaning. He acquired the name 
of Supfir: va because he was endowed from birth with ‘beautiful 
sides 5 . 2 His mother suffered from leprosy in both her sides. 
This dreadful disease was cured before the Child’s birth, so he 
was given the name of Su (good) Pchsva (side). 3 This has also 
evident connection with his emblem of Svastika which stands for 
good and auspiciousness. 

Candraprahha 

The main monographic details to be gleaned from the 
Jaina books distinguish the image of Candraprabha from all 
other Indian images. His Ldiichana or technical emblem is the 
moon or the crescent. His special tree is Naga (Nagakesara, 
The goblins are Vijaya and Bhrkuti (Jvala- 
malinl). The Chowri -bearer, who does him honour is called 
Dana-virya. 

Many good specimens of this Jina’s image have come to 
light in Northern India. All of them, however, answer the defini¬ 
tions as detailed above, in a specific way. The artists in India, 
it is well known, acted up to the demands of the priests and 
temple-worshippers. In sculpture, we get two types, the seated 
and the standing types, in which the main figure of the Tlrtharh- 
kara appears amidst his attendants and Chowri-bearers. 4 It is 
obviously not a difficult question to explain the origin of his 
name and his symbolism. Literally, he was called Candra¬ 
prabha because be bad the lustre ( Prabhd) of that of the moon. 5 
There is also a historical tradition accounting for this name— 

i. Ibid., p. 77. 

s - ’frm: 1 Hemacandra. 

3. Hiarl of Jainism . p. ",2, vj. 

4. Inscribed imago of Candraprabha standing with other Tirthamkaras, 
Deogarh Fort. Dist. Jhansi. No. 222.1, list of Photo-negatives A.I.S. 
In the same fort may be seen a scaled image of the Jina. In Madanpur, 
Jhansi Dist.. f. Jina Figures have been found out of which one represents 
the Jina Candraprabha. An erect Fig. of Candraprabha from Gwalior 
is in the Indian Museum. Cat, 12. No. 3702. 
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Hemacandra. 
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“Before his birth, his mother (the wife of the Rajput King of 
Candrapuii) 1 longed to drink the moon ( Candra ). To assuage 
her craving, a plate of water was one night handed to her in 
such a way that the moon was reflected in it; when the child 
was born, he was found to be as bright and white as the moon, 
which accordingly became his emblem, and he was called Candra- 
prabha.” 2 With such lunar association in life, one needs hardly 
any explanation to understand why the moon or the crescent, 
became his essential symbol, we may also note in this connection 
that one of the dreams of the Jina’s mothers is about the moon. 

Suvidhinatha 

Suvidhinatha has two names given to him, another being 
Puspadanta. There is a dispute over his emblem. Some say, 
it is a dolphin (Aiakara); others declare it is a crab. His Yaks a 
and Yaksinl are named Ajita and Sutarl Devi (Dig. Maha- 
kall) respectively. The chowri-bearer has the name of Magha- 
vataraja. The religious tree under which he attained the Kevala 
knowledge is the Naga according to some authorities, 3 Malli 
according to other authorities. 

From patriarchical history, we gather his native place was 
called Kakandinagara. His father was the ruling prince by the 
name of Sugriva and his mother was named Rama, 4 his place of 
Nirvana was Sameta-Sikhara or Mount Parasnatha. 

A separate sculpture of Suvidhinatha is not yet known to 
the author. The Jina, of course, appears with the other 23 
Tirthamkaras in a group. The sculpture, there is little doubt to 
say, must when discovered exhibit all the important iconographic 
details described above. The point of interest will be that some 
sculptures will bear the symbol of a crab. 


i. 


2 . 


In the Benares district, also called Candravati. 
Heart of Jainism , p. 53. Cf. ^IT 



3 - 


4 - 


1 

I Uliara p. 83. 

11 ihd. 
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The two names have two origins as might be expected. 
The name “Suvidhinatha” was given to him because after an 
internecine warfare fought by his kingly relatives, they gave up 
fighting and took to performing religious duties. His birth 
eventually brought ‘good order’ (Suvidhiy to the distracted family. 
The other name, namely, Puspadanta was derived from the fact 
that the Jina’s teeth resembled the buds of a flower (puspa). 
The origin of his symbols seems prima facie rather enigmatic. 
Neither a crocodile nor a crab has been dreamt of by the 
Jina’s mother. His father was the lord of Kakandl. Curiously, 
Kakandl is called Kdkandinagara , Ski. Kiskindhanagara. Let 
us remember, his father is called Sugriva, his mother has 
the name of Ramii. All this has curious association with the 
Rainayana. The Kiskindha of the Ramayana was situated on 
the sea. Hence, it is evident that aquatic animals like a crocodile 
or a crab have come to be the emblems of this Tlrthaiiikara. 
His Yaksa Ajita for the same reason has tortoise as vehicle and 
his Yaksini Sulara Devi has an urn symbolising her intimate 
connexion with waters. 

Sitalandlha 

The Tlrthamkara in question was, as usual, born of a 
Ksatriya family of Malaya Kingdom. His birth-place is named 
Bhadrikapura or Bhadillapura (Madrapura according to one 
version). His parent’s names were king Drdharatha and Queen 
Sunanda respectively. 2 Plis chowri-bearer was called Raja 
Slmandhara. The tree under which he attained the Kevala 
knowledge is Vilva (Aegle Marmelos). The Jaina texts assign to 
him the Yaksa named Brahma and Yaksini named hi oka (Dig. 
Manavl). The Digambaras regard the Asvaltha (Ficus religioso) 
as his emblem, the Svetambaras Srivatsa (wishing tree) for the 
same. 

A separate specimen of Sitalanatha’s image has not been 
discovered so far. When discovered, it is doubtless expected to 
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Uttara p. 92. Ibid. 
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yield a material illustration of monographic canons discussed 
above. 1 

The Jina received the name of Sltalanatha inasmuch as 
he could take away men’s heal of sorrow. 2 Another version 
explains the name as follows—“The tenth TTrtliarhkara had mar¬ 
vellous power of imparting coolness (Sifalatd) to fevered patients. 
Before his birth his mother laid her hand on her husband and 
immediately the fever which had defied all the efforts of physi¬ 
cians left him, and all his life being the saint had a similar power, 
hence his name Sitalanatha, Lord of coolness.” 3 His emblems 
have not much to interpret. The Peepal tree is known for its 
cool shade, similarly the SrJvatsa symbol stands for auspicious¬ 
ness and blessedness. 

Sreyariisanatha 

The Jaina texts concur in giving him the symbol of a 
rhinoceros. The Yaksa and the Yaksini to serve him as guards of 
honour, have been named as Yakseta and Manavi (Dig. 
I:'vara and Gaurl) respectively. The tree special to him was 
Tumbara (gp^r) 4 or Tindaka according to some authorities. 
Raja Tripisfa Vasudeva was to act as a Chowri-bearer. 

The sculptures hitherto found of Sreyariisanatha closely 
accord with the above iconographic prescriptions. At Sarnath, 
in Benares, the traditional place of the Jina, there is a Jaina 
temple dedicated to this patriarch. An old image of the same 
Jina may be seen in the “Brahmanical sculpture shed” attached 
to the Museum. 5 

The Jaina Puranas record his lineage. His father was a 

1. Anderson : Catalogue of the Indian Museum , Part II, Gupta gallery TA I. 
The figure has been identified as that of Sltalanatha. It seems to be 
a doubtful identification. First, no Jina figure is represented in the 
Bhumisparsa Mudru as in this case. Secondly, no specific sign of Srastika 
is to be seen on the pedestal of the sculpture. 

2. sfara - : I 

Abhidhdna-Cintdmani. 

3. Heart of Jainism , p. 53. Of. rf^TT fd facf: ^ c ficH rr ll- 

4- ^TTfTOsnT: I Utiara, p. 103. 

5. See Fig. G. 62. 
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Ksatriya prince of Iksvaku clan named Visnu and his mother 
was called Visnudri. His home was at Simhapuri, the 
present Sarnath. 1 

The origin of his name has, as usual, a historical tale to 
explain it. “King Visnudeva possessed a beautiful throne, 
but unfortunately an evil spirit took up his abode in it, so that 
no one dare sit there. His wife, however, so longed to sit on 
it that she determined to do so at any risk; to every one’s aston¬ 
ishment she was quite uninjured; so, when her son was born, he 
was named Sreyaihsanatha, the Lord of good, for already he 
had enabled his mother to cast out an evil spirit and so do a 
world of good (Sreyamsa ) All his turbulence and forwardness 
on the part of both the mot her and the child have been fittingly 
symbolised by the sign of a rhinoceros, so known for those 
qualities. 


Vdsup ujya 

The emblem constantly associated with Vasupujya, as we 
gather from Jaina books, is the buffalo. The other characteristics 
of his image viz. the Sasanadeva and the Sasanadem , are known by 
the names of Kurnara and Gandfi (Dig. Gandhari). The tree 
which gave him shade while acquiring the Kevala knowledge is 
Patalika ‘according to the Abhidhdnacintdmani and Kadamba 
(jpfRr) according to the Utlarapuranaf A King named Dar- 
pista-Vasudcva is to wave the C/iowri or the fly-fan by his side. 

So far as my knowledge goes, one separate figure of Vasu¬ 
pujya has only been found in Northern India. It tallies with the 
above description. 4 

From Jaina sources, we gather that his father named 
Vasupujya was a Ksatriya prince of Ikfvaku race. His mother is 


I • sftsfwr TTrct I 

Ultara , ibid, 

2. Heart of Jainism p. 54. For Sanskrit version Hemaeandra :— 

j&ft arre r fafi r ^mr: 1 

3. *fFT 3 T¥fSqTng% I 

Ultara , p. 113. 

4. One good figure of the Tina is in Nathanagara, Jaina Temple, Bhaagplur. 
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called Jayavatf. Campapuii (Modern Hiiagaipur) was Iiis 
birth-place. 

His name has been derived in various ways. As he was 
the son of Vasupujya, he was fitly called Vasupujya. it is said 
that while in the mother’s worn)), God India used to give his 
father wealth (vasu). Hence his name Vasupujya. Thirdly, the 
gods Vasus worshipped him, which led to his name as such. 1 

The only explanation that can be rendered to his symbol 
is that cattle formed the chief wealth in Ancient India. Hence, 
a buffalo as the emblem. 

Vimalandtha 

Jaina liturgical treatises attribute to Virnalanatha, the 
thirteenth Jina, the Ldiicliana or symbol of the boar. The parti¬ 
cular attendant spirits attached to him are named as Sanmukha 
and Vairoti (Svctam—Vidita). The King to stand for his fanner 
is called Svayambhu-Vasudeva. His Kevala tree isjambu (Black¬ 
berry). 2 

As for his parentage, his father’s name is Krtavannan and 
mother’s name is Suramya. His birth occurred in Kampilya 
(Karnpil in Furrukhabad), the Southern capital of the 
Pancala. 

An interesting story is told to explain the origin of his 
name. We reproduce it here. “He got his name Virnalanatha 
(Lord of Clearness) through the clearness (Vimalata) of intellect 
with which he endowed his mother before his birth, and which 
she displayed in the following manner. A certain man and his 
wife unwisely stayed in a temple inhabited by a female demon, 
who, falling in love with the husband, assumed his real wife’s 
form. The miserable man was quite unable to tell which was 
his true wife, and asked the King of Kampilapura to distinguish 
between them. It was the queen, however, who solved the diffi¬ 
culty. She knew the long reach that witches and only witches 
have and telling the husband to stand a long distance off, 

1. srnjopr: i *T5T- ^ 

srraft Trsre re r i srcnrt «rr 

; STSTTSlfoT : | Abhidhana-CinUiman i . 

2. fq^esn^r i Uttarapurdna , P. 126. 
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challenged the two wives to prove their chastity by touching him, 
Both tried their utmost, but , of course, the human wife could not 
reach so far , whereas the demon wife did and thus showed her 
real character.” 1 

The sharpness (of intellect) of the Tirthamkara lias been 
emblematized by the boar noted specially for its sharpness. 
We may compare, in this connexion, the boar symbol of the 
Buddhist Marici, the goddess of shooting rays of the dawn. 

Anan taunt ha. 

The symbolic mark which distinguishes Anantanatha 
from all other Tlrtliaihkaras is the hawk according to 6 vet am ba- 
ras and the bear according to the Digambaras. The Yaksa and 
YaksinT, the goblins, serving him arc named Patala and Ananta- 
inatl (Svet. Ariikusa) respectively. The Chowri -waver, in his 
case, was king Purusottama-Vasudcva by name. The tree 
associated with his enlightenment is ASvattha (Ficus Rcligioso). 2 

The Jaina Purarns give his father’s name as Simhasena 
and mother’s name as Jayasyama. 3 He was theKsatriya sovereign 
of Ayodhva, where the Tirthamkara was born. 

lie obtained his name of Aiianta as his mother had seen 
an endless necklace of pearls. Jaina tradition asserts that an 
endless (Ananta) thread which lay about powerless in Ayodhya 
became endowed with power to heal diseases as soon as the 
Tirthamkara took his birth. 

The idea of power and combating spirit have given rise 
to his symbols either of a falcon or a bear. His Yaksa and the 
Yaksiru carry, it may bo interesting to notice, warlike weapons 
symbolising the same idea. 

Dharmandtha. 

The symbol by which an image of Dharmanatha is to be 


1. Heart of Jainism, P- r>f> Cf. Hcinacandra : 

«msfw>riai f^r: i f^rrerr srrtfa 

firw: i 

2. I ItI I Utlarupurana. p. 157. 
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recognised is Vajra-datjda or thunder-bolt. The Yaksa couple to 
attend upon him are respectively called Kinnara and Kandarpa 
(Dig. Manas!). The position of a banner has been taken up by 
Pundarika-Vasudeva. The Kcvala tree for him is called Dadhi- 
parrta or Sapta-cchada. 1 

The statues of Dharmanatha so far known to us correspond 
with the above description. The Nagpur Museum preserved 
two such images. They show the symbol of the thunderbolt and 
the Chowri- bearer in a royal attire. 2 

With regard to his family we are told that his father’s 
name was Bhanu Raja and his mother’s name Suvrata. lie was 
born at Ratnapura.** 

He obtained the name of Dharmanatha because he saved 
mankind from miseries. There is tradition also that the Jina’s 
mother performed many acts of religion while hearing him in 
the womb. Hence the name of the child as Dharmanatha. 

It appears that the symbol of the Tirthaiiikara, as the 
name suggests, has evident connection with Yama’s staff. Cod 
Yarna has another name, of Dharmanatha or Dharma-raja. 
Hence, the similarity of symbolism. 

Sdntindtha 

The cognizance which separates the image of Sfmtiriatha 
from those of other Tirthamkaras is a deer. The Yaksa and 
Yaksini attendants escorting him arc respectively named as 
Kiiiipurusa and Mahamanasi (Svetam-Garuda and NirvanI). 
Raja Purusadatta stands for his Chowri- bearer. The tree under 
which he attained the ICevala knowledge is Nandi Vrksa . 

The images of Santinatha so far discovered are not a 
few in number. They all correspond with the descriptive details, 
as given above. In sculpture, we notice as his emblem, a pair 


1. 3% i u/tara p., p. if>6. 

2. Vicle B. 14. B.15. “They fChowri-bearers) wear an elaborate diadem 
and many ornaments. They seem to be of royal rank.” Descriptive 
list of exhibits in the Arch. Section of the Nagpur Museum, pp. 27-28. 


Uttara P., ibid . 
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of anti lopes between a wheel. The attendant spirits occupy 
the recesses of the lowest panel. 1 

Regarding the Jina’s parentage, we gather from Jaina 
books that King Visvasena was his father and Acira was his 
mother. He was born at Hastinapura. 

In Jaina history of pontiffs, Santinatha occupies a very 
high place. Not only did he revive Jainism, which was in danger 
of falling into oblivion, but he so consolidated the faith that it 
never disappeared again. Another extraordinary fact about him 
is that he was the first Tlrthariikara to become a Cakravarti 
or emperor of the whole of India. The occasion, 2 which gave 
origin to his name, is that before Santinatha’s birth, his mother 
was able to stay the course of the pestilence which was raging in 
the kingdom by sprinkling the sufferers with Sdtili water. Hence, 
the name “Santinatha” or ‘Lord of Peace’. 

The symbol of a wheel flanked by two antilopes is exactly 
equivalent to the Buddhist symbol of the “Turning of the wheel 
of Law” at Sarnath. As we are informed that Santinatlia revived 
the decadent Jainism, in other words, he preached anew' the 
Jaina religion, 3 it is evident, therefore, he invented or adopted 
the common symbol of a wheel and two deer. It may not be 
unlikely that men, in later times, in analogy to the Buddhist 
symbol of preaching, assigned to his image the “Dharma-Cakra” 
emblem. 


i. 


Vide a statue of Santinatha in the Fyzabad Museum. Arch : 1*107-08 
No. 52; another seated image of the Tirthamkara in the Jngin Kd Alatha 
near Rohtak town. Arch. List No *2430. In Khajuraho, Chattarapur 
State, there is an image of San tin a tha, 14 feet high; in Sirankala, near 
Lalitpur, Jhansi, there is a temple dedicated to the same Jina; Gf. B. 16. 
Catalogue of the Nasj>ui Museum , Mm 1 (Gupta Gallery) Anderson : 
Catalogue of the Ind . Mm ., pp. 2m, 2if,. 


Heart of Jainism, p. f,f>. 

I 


Cf. 



3. For the alternate rise and decline of Jainism refer to the following passage: 
“After the Nirvana of the ninth Tirthamkara Suvidhinatha, the Jaina 
faith disappeared until the birth of the tenth Tirthamkara, who revived 
it; on his Nirvana it disappeared again, but was revived on the birth of 
the eleventh; and this continued to be the case until the birth of Santi- 
11 fit ha the Sixteenth Tirthamkara after which it never disappeared again”. 
Heart of Jainism , p. f,f,. 
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Kunthanatha. 

Jaina tradition as preserved in their literature, has always 
connected the symbol of a goat with this Tlrthariikara. lie has 
as his Yaksa Gandharva and Yaksim Bala (Dig. Vijaya). 
The contemporary King, who carries his Chowri- fan is called 
Kunala. The tree selected by him to sit under for attaining the 
Kcvala knowledge is Tilaka tarn? 

Hitherto, no image of Kunthanatha, to the best of my 
knowledge, has come to light. Doubtless, however, any image 
when found out will shew unmistakably the iconographic marks 
as detailed above. 

His parent’s names, as may be gathered from the Jaina 
Puranas, are variously called Surasena, Surya, Sivaraja (Sve- 
tambara version) for the father, Srlkanta or Sn-dcvi for the 
mother. 2 His father belonged to the Kuru race, and Hastinapura 
as his capital, where the Jina was born. He, like his predecessor, 
became an emperor. 

Two explanations of the origin of his name are given in 
the Abhidhdna Cintdmani. First the Jina stood firmly on earth 
hence Kunthanatha. Secondly, before his birth, his mother saw 
a heap ( Kuntha ) of jewels. 3 

Agni, the god of fire, is believed in India to be the presiding 
deity of wealth also. His symbol of goat has been borrowed in 
this case to symbolise the idea of riches, which, too, is responsible 
for the origin of the Jina’s name. 

Arandtha 

The eighteenth Jina Aranatha carries with him the mystic 
symbol of either the Nandydvarla (a kind of Svastika) or a fish. 
His ministerial staff consists of the Yaksa named Yaksendra and 


3 - 


ffepnwjTPTter: +'iwm«w i 

Sf>: 'T’sff frppTTfafa I 


Utiara P.. 2. 2H1. 


Ibid. 

cT^TT vr#f gfrpft 


TPTFTT Hemacandra. 

Mrs. Stevenson mentions two more explanations, viz., “...during his 
life people began to show great kindness to insects (Kunthu) and the 
power of his enemies was stunted (Kuntha )”. 
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Yaksini named DharanJ Devi. The sacred tree peculiar to him 
is Cilia or mango tree . 1 Govinda Raja had the honour of hold¬ 
ing his liywhisk. 

One or two images of Aranatha that have been found out so 
far in Northern India meet the conditions of iconographic marks 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph. These were discovered 
in Mathura and belong to the ancient Kushan age. 2 

Aranatha’s father was a Ksatriya prince of the lunar race, 
lie was known by the name of Sudarsana. The Jina’s mother 
was queen Mitrascna. Their capital was at Hastinapura, when 
Aranatha was born. 3 This jina also became an emperor. 

He obtained the name of Ara because his mother saw a 
dream of a wheel (Ara) of jewels. 4 

It is obvious to explain his emblem of a Nandyavartla. 
This, as also fishes, come under the 1am an gala or eight auspi¬ 
cious symbols. 5 

Mallindtha 

The Jaina books point out to us the emblem of a 
water-jar distinguishing Mallinatha sharply from his 
predecessors as well as his successors. His special attendant 
goblins or technically Sasana devalds arc known as Kubera and 
Dharanapriya (Dig. Aparajita). Raja Suluma stands by his 
side as a Chowri- bearer. The Kevala tree in his case goes by 
the name of Asoka.* 5 


3 - 
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5 - 


wrr \ utmra p., p. 2 «6. 

Vide Gh. Ii. Plate VI “Base of image of the NavdydvaUa or Ara. dated 
in the year 79”; Gf. Plates XG1I, XG 1 VI figures showing Nandydvarta 
symbol on the chest. The Jaina Stupa and other antiquities of AJathma 
by V.A. Smith. 
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Hemacandra. 

Aupapdtika Sutra. The symbols arc : f 1) Siastika , (2) Siivalsa, (3) 
Nandyavartta, (4) powder-box , (j ) throne of Fortune etc.. Notes on Jaina 
Art by Dr. Goomarswamy. J.I.A.I. 


**** Uttara , P. p. 30- 
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Separate sculptures of Mallinatha are not altogether rare. 
The examples known to us materially verily the description 
given above. They particularly shew the emblem on the pedestal 
and the Sdsana devalds in the two extreme corners. 1 

His lather was the king of Mithiia in Variga (Bengal ) 
and belonged to the Iksvdku race, llis name was Kumbha and 
his queen was called PrajavatL 2 According to the Svetambara 
sect, Mallinatha was a woman. But the sculpture and the name 
ending in Nat ha [Masai.) are not in favour of this tradition as 
they do not shew the Tirthaiiikara with any feminine signs. 

The Jina acquired the name of Malli as his mother longed 
for fragrant At alii (a kind of Jasmine) flowers while bearing 
him in the womb. 2 The emblem of a water-jar either symbolises 
the ninth dream of the Jina mother or one of the As la-mat) galas 
or eight auspicious things. 


Munist vrata 


The Jaina texts furnish the emblem of a tortoise which 
differentiates the image of this Jina from those of all the rest. 
The Yaksa husband and wife are called Vanina and Naradatta 
(Dig. Bahumpiru) respectively. The king who plays the part 
of his Chowri-hearer is named A jit a. The tree made sacred by 
being associated with the scene of his Kevala knowledge is 
Campaka. 


i. Nagpur Museum Fig. B. if*. The Jina is Hanked hv two attendants 
of roval birth. They seem to hold Choo.ri each in one hand; vide 
Catalogue, p. 2 <i. Fig. B. mi. “The proper right and left extremities of 
the pedestal are carved with the sasanauei atfo : Kuvera and Dharanapriya 
respectively.” Vide Catalogin', p. 311. 

a. SPOT Mwfe: I 
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Uttar a P., p. 30 

It is worth nothing here that Mithiia (modern Darbhahga) is said to be 
a part of Bengal (Bahga Visaya). 
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Hemacandra. 
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The few sculptures hitherto discovered of this Jina shew, 
in unmistakable terms, the symbols etc., as we have described 
above. Of him, one separately sculptured image is only known 

Regarding the Jina's parentage, we are informed that 
his father named Sumitra was the king of Magadha. His mother 
had the name of Soma (PadmavatT according to some books). 
His dynasty is called the llarivarrUa. The capital was at Rajagrha 2 . 

His name originated from the fact that he kept noble 
vows (Sumala, good vows) devoutly and he was a Muni or a 
Saint. 11 The tortoise as his emblem symbolises the idea of slowness 
and steadiness, the two requisite qualities for keeping vows. 

Nominal ha 

The emblem which is associated with this Jina is a blue 
lotus or the As oka tree, according to the sectarian view of the 
Digambaras. Bhrkuti and Gandharl (Dig. Gamundl) are his 
respective Yaksa and YaksinT. 

The King who holds the Chowri-f, an by him is called 
Vijaya Raja. The tree 1 under the shade of which he sat and 
attained the Kevala knowledge is Baku la. 4 

No image with the particular symbol of a lotus, so far 
as T know, has yet come to light. One image of a Tlrthariikara 
with the sign of a lotus between two conches was seen by me 
among the group of Jaina statues on the Vaibhar Hill. It may 
presumably be the figure of Naminaiha. Conches have been 
added to distinguish the symbolism of Padmaprabha, who 
likewise has a lotus emblem. 

i. Dr. Fubrer obtained a black pillar with the representation of Muni 
Suvrata not far from the gate of the Agra Fort overlooking the Jumna 
river. 
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Uttar a P., p. 318. 
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The Jaina Uttarapurdna tells us that his father was a Ksa- 
triya king of Alithild in the land of Bengal. According to dis¬ 
puted opinion, the place was not Mithila but Mathura. The 
name of the Queen was Vappila or Vapra. 1 

Wc hear of explanation given in the Jaina books for the 
origin of his name. While the Jina was in the mother’s womb, 
the enemies of his father bowed dow r n (Pranama) in submission. 
Hence, the name Naminalha. 2 

Neminatha 

His emblem is known to be a conch-shell from the Jaina 
canonical texts. The Sdsana devalds who attend upon him arc 
Yaks a Gomedha and Yaksini Ambika (Dig. and Kusmanclinl). 
The C^oifn-bearer, in his case, is King Ugrasena. His Kevala- 
tree is called Mahavenu or Vetasa. 3 

P’ortunately for Neminatha, it is not hard to find examples 
of his sculptural representations. Those that are discovered 
agree with what is prescribed by iconographical canons. 4 

The Jina’s parentage and family have a well-known 
historical background according to the Jainas. His father w T as 
named Samudravijaya. He was the king of Sauripuri or Dvaraka. 
His race is known as Harivamsa . Neminatha’s mother’s name 
was Sivadevl. 5 The most interesting point in this connexion is 


i. 


2 . 


3. 


b 
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^FTT II Ibid. 
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Uttara P., p., 499. 

Two images of Neminatha arc kept in the Mathura Museum Vide Fig. 

B. 22, “ .Under these two attendants are two crouching figures 

male and female, with a staff in each hand. They probably represent 
Yaksas”. Under the inscription in a conch- Vogel’s Catalogue 
of the Arch . Museum at Mathura, p. 72, vide also fig. B. 77. Cf B. 120. 
Nagpur Museum, Cata. p. 30. 
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that Neminatha was a cousin of Sri Krisna and Baladeva. 

His name has been derived in two ways. First, his circum¬ 
ference (figuratively) was like thaL of the Dharma Cakra. 1 Second¬ 
ly, before his birth his mother saw a wheel of black jewels. 
Hence, his other name of Aristancmi. 

His emblem of a conch may be accounted lor as being 
symbolic of his residence in a sea-side place where conches are 
abundantly met with or as reminiscent of his kinship with the 
Vaisnavite family of Srlkrsna. 

Parsvandlfia. 

He is one of the greatest Tirthaiiikaras or Prophets of 
Jainism. Some, with a scrupulously historical eye, regard him 
as the true founder of the Jaina faith. 2 His historicity is unques¬ 
tioned, his date is almost precisely known and his influence on 
the Jaina religion is of leading importance. From all sources, 
we gather his emblem or cognizance is a snake. In sculpture, 
snake seems to be everything with him. Not only do we find 
snake in the usual place of the symbol, we find, snakes canopy 
him with three or seven or eleven hoods. 

His Yaksa is called Parsva or Vfunana or Dharanendra 
and YaksinT is called Padmavatl. The king, who stands by his 
side as a Chowri-beitrcr is known as Ajitaraia. The Dcvadaru 
(Deodar) or Dhataki is his Kevala-lrec . 

No dearth of images for Par:' vanatha ! His statues can equal 
in number those of Mahavlra abundantly found in ancient places 
of Northern India, in sculpture, several coils of the snake, 
which flank him arc to be noticed. Pars va\s Yaksa carries a 
snake. The YaksinT, also has the cobra as her vehicle. 3 Much is 
known from Jaina Purdnas and Car:tas of Pars vanalha’s personal 

i- i Wfrflvr-rfrsfg \ 

c 

A b/i i tihdnnc i ataman i . 

2. According to Rhys Davids, Parsvanalha was probably the founder of 
the Sect. Ency. Britt. c;th ed..Yol. xii. p. ^43. 

3. Vide PI. standing image of Parsva, in the Jagiott ka Mat ha mar Rohtak 
town , No. 2431*, Mathura Museum B. 62, Catalogue p. 77 Nagpur Museum , 
Figs B. 21. B. 22 D. 23, B. 24; Raipur Museum, B. f,. (Nagpur Museum 
Catalogue 9 Appendix p. 3); 2 Figs of Parsva discovered on the Vaibhara 
Hill, Rajgir, they shew 7 hoods of the snake; Gr. 1. Cabinet 5, Gupta 
gallery, Indian Museum Jbid., J. Ms. 1, J. Ms. 2 
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and family history. He was probably born about 817 and died 
about717 B.C. His father Asvasena was the King of Benares. His 
mother’s name was Varna or Brahma* 1 . Parsva was a brave 
warrior and once he carried his victorious arms down to Kalin- 
ga. He married the daughter of King Prascna jit, King of Kosala, 
but like Prince Siddhartha, he left his princess to follow the 
life of an ascetic at 30 years of age. He preached his doctrines 
of love and universal fraternity for about 70 years and finally 
attained liberation or Mohsa on Ml. Summct Sikhara now called 
after him Giri Parsvanatha Hill, in South Bihar. 

A little history mixed with mythology is accredited to 
Parsvanatha. The story how he saved a serpent from being 
burnt by an ascetic named Katha may be studied critically 
and iconographically. One day Pars va sees Katha surrounded by 
a great concourse of people, performing the severe five-lire 
penance. And lie secs tluu Katha has thrown a great serpent 
into a fire-pan. He asks the reason for this pitiless practice, 
inconsistent with Kafha’s own austerities. Katha replies that 
kings might understand elephants and horses, but the sages 
alone understood religion. Pars va has the lire put out; the ago¬ 
nized serpent comes out and Pars va makes his people show honour 
to him. Absorbing the essence of their worship, the serpent is 
reborn as Dharana, the wealthy king of the Nagas in Patdla , 
Katha, as the result of his false practice, is reborn as an Asura by 
name of Meghamalin. One day. “Pars va happening to see on the 
wall of his palace a picture of the Arhat Nemi, who had taken 

the vow early in life, decides to do the same.lie wanders 

from place to place, instructing and acclaimed as a Saint. 
While standing in the forest of KausambI in the Kayotsarga 
posture, the serpent king Dharana comes in great state to do him 
honour, performs a mimic representation and during three 
days holds an umbrella over his head to protect him from the 
sun. The Asura Meghamalin (the soul of Kamalliaj attacks 
Lord Parsva with tigers, elephants etc. Dharana, then excoriates 
Meghamalin’s hatred of the Lord, pointing out he had done 
him no injury but on the contrary, had saved him from the sin 


i. 
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of burning up Dharana on the occasion of his uncanny practice ”. 1 

The name of Pftr-'va has been explained in Jaina literature 
dilferemly. “He touches (Sprsati) all ideas by knowledge”— 
is one version. The name was given him because his mother 
before his birth while lying on her couch, saw a black serpent 
crawling about. This is the version of the Pdrsvandlha Carila also. 
Thirdly, he is the lord (. Ydtha ) of his Yaksa named Par>va. a 

Very little now remains to explain emblem of a serpent. 
Throughout his life and tradition, serpent plays a prominent 
part. We shall have a further occasion of dealing with the symbo¬ 
lism of the Yaksas and Yaksinis separately. It here suffices to 
add that the (janadfiara-Sdrddha-Sataka speaks of Parsva wearing 
nine serpent's hoods; {Pdrsvandtha Naraphana Dharana)J* Thus, 
the cation of the numbers of hoods cited above is not always 
regular. 


Mahdrha. 

Mahavlra, the twenty-fourth or the last Jina is the greatest of 
all the Tlrthamkaras. His position is of unc hallenged eminence 
in the Jaina religion, history and iconography. Being the Lion 
among the Jaina prophets, rightly given was his emblem of a 
lion. His Yaksa spirits are respectively known as Matanga and 
Siddhfiyika. The Magadhan King Srenika or belter known as 
Bimbisara acts as his Chowri -bearer. His Kcvala tree is called 
Sdla (L. Shorca Robusla). 


i. M. Bloomfield : 7 lu Lift and sin)ns of lhr Jaina Smiom. Parsvanatha 

(Baltimore, mujb based upon Pdrsvanatha Cnrlta, p. io. The same 
incident we find represented in some images of Piirsva. Vide 
J. Ms. i (Gupta Gallery) Indian Mum urn. “The rest of the slab 
is profusely covered over with human figures, demons, monsters, and 
animals, doubtless a representation of the attack of Parsvanatha by his 
enemy Kamat.hu, treated after the fashion of the attack of Mara on Bud¬ 
dha Gotama' ? Anderson : Catalogue Tart II. 

FTSTfa 5TFPT TO*: I ^FFITT fcfe 

\rz itc*t <T5*cftfcr i 

S^r t*T*rZpfr?: *ST: cTRT *T«T: I 

A hh :dhan uc in tdrnan i . 

Bloomfield, Ibid. p. ‘jo. See Wthcr- 17 )\cdchnisst Vol. II. p. 982 . 
Rohincya-carita. however, asserts clearly that Dharancndra here 
railed ‘Naga King of Patala,’ covers him with seven hoods. 
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The statues of all sizes, which number great, have been 
found in all Jaina places of Northern and Southern India. 
The complete images show in detail an accord to the description 
furnished above. Standing and seated figures have been met 
with, which range in size from a miniature to a colossus. In most 
cases, the image is represented as seated rather than standing 
in which posture other Tirlhamkaras usually appear in .sculp¬ 
tures . 1 

Rcgardin • his life history, the Jaina books such as the 
Kalpa-Sutra, Uttar a-purann , Trisa? (i - Sain kd Purus a Cm i In, Yardham- 
dnacarlUa yield abundant materials. We just deal with those 
important events of his life, whic h relate directly to his images 
and worship. The live JCaljanakas leally mark out the salient 
periods of a Jina’s life. These in Vardhamanaks life are associated 
with interesting episodes. 

Vardhamana was born of a royal family of Videha or 
North Bihar, his father Siddhartha, being the ruling prince of 
Kundapura, the abode of the Nata or Naya clan. His mother is 
known by the name of Tr is ala . 2 Connected with his birth is the 
auspicious legend that the Tlrthaiiikara was actually born of 
Devananda of the family of Jalandhara. wife of Rsabha Datta, 
a Brahmana, but Indra finding that a jina ought not to according 
to tradition, take his birth in a Brahmin family, transferred the 
foetus through his general Harincgainesa to the womb of Tri£ala, 
a Ksatriya lady of royal family . 3 The child Vardhamana 


1. Vide Fig. B. 2.",., Nagpur Museum , Fig. B 4. Raipur Museum: Two very 
ancient images in the Arch. Collection, on the Vaibhiir Hill, Rajgir; 
See T a 2 Fig. (Gupta Gallery'), Indian Museum . Anderson : Catalogue, 
Part IT., p. 207, the Gwalior ForI sculptures include many prominent 
figures of Mahavlra. In the Dengarh Fort. , I noticed a well-preserved 
image of Vardhamana on a plinth near the Western gate. The fig. 
is attended by his Yaksa and Yaksinl. The earliest images of the Tirtham- 
kara are those which were discovered from the Kankdli-l ild Vide P. 
XVII., XGI. V.A. Smith's “The Jaina stupa and other antiquities of 
Math'ara." 

2. HKdSfW T fWT VTSRT^r I 

trt: : i 

^Fd'+Tit: STgf: f^T srfd II Ultarnjmrdim. 

3. Cf. ^PT*?RT *Rr I 

srhrt: n 
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had shewn early ::igns of being destined to be a Prophet. Thirty 
years he lived as a house-holder, ‘but after his parent’s death, 
he determined to take the ascetic life and obtained the permission 
of his brother, who had, then, become king. He renounced 
everything, all his gold and jewels, distributing them in charity 
and dividing them among his relatives. He then proceeded in his 
palanquin to the Park called Sundavana (Sveta) or Sarathi 
Khanda (Digin. in Kundanagara (of Vaisali) and there under 
the A (oka tree, he stripped himself of all his raiments and jewels 
and entered upon an ascetic life of severest penances and austeri¬ 
ties. 


The adorable ascetic hero for one year and a month wore 
clothing, afterwards lie went robeless and had no vessel but his 
hand. Mahavlta for twelve years and full six months, entirely 
neglected his body, and laid aside all care of his person, he con¬ 
ducted himself with perfect patience and equanimity and felt 
nothing dispirited by the wretchedness of his condition. He had 
no attachment or Ac binding him to the world. These ties are 
of four kinds: articles of possession, place, time and affections. 1 
“Bound neither to this world nor to the world to come desiring 
neither life nor death, wholly' superior to worldly* attachments, 
he set himself to slay the enemy works (Karma ). 

The third stage of MahavTra’s life is represented by his 
attainment ofKcvalajiidna or Perfect knowledge. After twelve y ears 
of constant practice of asceticism and meditation, when he was 
42 years old he went to a place differently known as Trmbhi- 
kagrama or Jrmbhikagrama, not far from the Parsvanatha 
hills. There under the shade of a Sala tree by the side of the river 
called Rtuvfilika or Kjuvalika, ‘sitting in a crouching posture, 
as one does in milking a cow’ ( Samparyamkdsana ), he was in 
deepest meditation and attained the absolute or the perfect 
knowledge. From that time, he became an Arhat or Jina. 

Then began his career as a preacher of his doctrine which 

*T T T%f*T T]r PT I 

'O "s 

Trifafti-suldka-purusu-carita , Parian , in. 2nd Sarga, 24-25, 
1. Rev. I. Stevenson's version of the Kalpa Sutra (1H48). 



Tirthamkaras 


63 


went on for 30 years until his Nirvana or death. The fundamental 
point in his doctrine is that birth is nothing, caste nothing, 
and authority of scripture is nothing but Jumna every ihing and 
one gets full release from the revolution of births and deaths on the 
destruction of Karma through utmost austerities. Like Buddha, 
he preached first to the rich and aristocratic, and though his 
followers are to be found more amongst the middle classes, his 
earliest supporters seem to have been rulers and petty kings.. .. 
The Diganibara and Svetambara legends give the names 
of the different rulers Mahavira visited, and tell how Cetaka, 
king of Videha became a patron of the order, and Kunika, king 
of Anga, gave him the most cordial welcome,and how, when he 
travelled as far as Kausarnbi, he was received with the greatest 
honour by its King Satnrrika, who listened with deep 
interest to his preaching and eventually entered his order. 
The Digambaras claim that in 30 years he converted to 
jainism, Magadha, Bihar, Prayaga, Kausarnbi, Carnpapuri 
and many other powerful states in North India. 1 The places 
visited by the Jina number great in the faina chronicles. The 
first rainy season of his religious ministry was spent at a town 
named Asthigrama. “Proceeding then to Gampa and Prs- 
tacampa, he there spent 3, a Vanijyagrama near Vaisali he 
spent 12, and in the village of Nalanda, near Rajagrha 14, nix 
at Milhila, two at Bhadrika, one at Sravasti, one at Panitabhumi, 
and the last: of the rainy season, he spent at Papa, the place of his 
Nirvana His first disciple was Gotama Indrabhuti, who attained 
Supreme knowledge and became the chief of his perfectly initiated 
disciples. At the last-named place, sitting on his lotus seat, he 
preached the fifty-five discourses that explain the results of 
Karma and while repeating all alone the sixty-sixth called the 
chief lesson, he passed away at the age of 72 in about 527 B.G. 2 

We are to deal now with the origin of his name and symbo¬ 
lism. The two principal names by which he was known were 

is explainer 


1. The Heart of Jainism, p. 40. 

2. This short life of Mahiivira is sketched mainly from the Kalpa Sutra of 
the Svetambaras. The Digambaras, however, differ in the points of 
his birth, marriage and dress in the Saint’s life. Gf. Uitarapurdna and 
the Difiambanv Harivathsa Purdna , Chapters II, III. 
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‘since the prince was placed in the womb of the Ksatriyani 
Trrala this family's (treasure ) of gold, silver , riches, corn , 
jewels, pearls, shells, precious stones and corals increased, there¬ 
fore, (lie prince shall be called Vardhamana (i.e. Increasing j. 1 
He was called Vira or Mahavlra inasmuch as he specially sent 
away the deeds (Karmans ) 2 . 

His symbol of the lion is the most befitting mark of his 
spiritual heroism. His forbearance, his austerities, his strenuous 
work in the path of destroying work are all unmistakable proofs 
of his lion-like personality. Indeed, he figures amongst the whole 
range of Jaina Tirthaiiikaras as the Coeur dt lion. For the same 
reason, we find his Yaksin? Siddhfiyika has the symbol, as her 
vehicle, of a lion. His Yaksa Matanga riding ail elephant per¬ 
sonifies the royal power, which was associated with Vardhamana 
in his worldly as well as in his spiritual life. 


Arardticii Sutra . S.B.E. XXII, p. ic>i. 

faSm f^rfcT iforfa Wiofr% sftr: i 

A bfi i i Ihdna - Cin him <in i . 

ITc had also five names Vira. Ativira, Mahavlra, Sanmati, Vardhana, 



CHAPTER II 


THE YAKSAS AND THE SASANA-DEVATAS 

In what period of time and how the Yaksas and their 
spouses Yaksinis otherwise known as Sasana-devalas first appear 
ed in the Jaina pantheon, we have no means of ascertaining. 
This much can be said with reliable certainty that these demi¬ 
gods do not represent purely Jaina elements but the form in 
which we find them is an outcome of mixture of ideas. The 
names of some of the Yaksas and Sfisana-devatas betray unmista¬ 
kable identity with those of Hindu deities while the symbols 
connected with them are also of those of the latter class. These 
are:— 

f^fq^r: I 

Jrrort =* wwri rrcr ^r|d: n 

Agni-Purana . 

The Yaksas as a class had existed in popular belief and 
in literary tradition of the Hindus much earlier than the rise of 
both Buddhism and Jainism. Kuvera or Vaisravana. the king 
of the Yaksas, who was the treasurer of Siva and lord of the 
Alaka is several times referred to in early Hindu literature 
His attendants were many and several of them are mentioned in 
a canonical text of the Jainas thus, Purnabhadra, Manibhadra 
Salibhadra, Sumanabhadra Laksaraksa, Purnaraksa, Sravana, 
Sarvayasas, Sarva-kama, Samrddha, Amogha, Asmata. 1 Of 
these Manibhadra, whose another name is Yaksendra orYaksa- 
pati 2 attained much antiquarian importance on account of a 
discovery of his image in the frontier. Such discussion was 
evoked and it was generally accepted by scholars that Mani¬ 
bhadra was a Yaksa. It may be remarked here in brief that this 
image must be Jaina in origin on the ground that Manibhadra’s 
name as Yaksendra is counted in the list of the Jaina Yaksas 
and the inscription in the pedestal reads like the Mathura Jaina- 

1. lihaoavati-Siilra III. 7, also discussed by Rai Bahadur R. Chanda in his 
‘Tour ancient Yaksa statues 1 ’, p. 6. Journal of the Dept, of Letters , Gal, 
University. H)2i. 

2. See M. BH. 
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inscriptions. The Yaksas are, in Indian tradition, regarded as the 
presiding spirits over wealth and therefore it is easy to sec why 
Jainas who represent a mercantile class specially endeared 
themselves to this cult and appropriated them especially among 
the class of their Dhundhi-devas or highest divinities. 

In the foregoing chapter, we have had occasion, in con¬ 
nection with the individual Tirthamkaras, of making mention of 
the Yaksas by names but a description of their general character 
was not outlined. ‘A Yaksa is a devotee of the Tlrthainkaras*, 1 
so defines a Jaina liturgical text. According to the Jaina belief, 
Indra appoints one Yaksa and Yaks! to serve!, as attendants of 
each Tirihaiiikara. The Yaksa would be on his right side and 
YaksinI on his left. Thus, they also came to be called Sasana- 
Devatfi or attendant spirits. According to llemarandra. a 
Yaksa originates from the particular religious spirit of a Jina. 3 
Hence, we can take, in all strong probability, that the Yaksa 
was the leader of the disciples and YaksinI was the first female 
convert. Truth of this statement can also be supported by the 
fact that: just like the disciples of the Buddha in his image, the 
Yaksa and the YaksinI occupy the corner of the pedestal on which 
the Tirthamkara figure is seated. In later development, the 
Yaksa cult obtained greater veneration among the Jainas, 
hence we find detached independent images of the Yaksas among 
the ancient ruins. In this connection, we should bear in mind 
that the Yaksas are traditionally known as deni i-gods of riches, 
Kuvera, their leader, being the supreme deity of treasures. 
The question may arise why the Yaksas play such a prominent 
role in the Jaina Pantheon and why they became associates of 
the Tlrihairikaras. It may again be conjectured and probably 

mr ^f^ 5 TT^ 4 !^TTfrrir I 

Cf. 'TTfrT STFR JTc^TTfspft I 

Pralisthd-kaljui , p. i ’. 

A Yaksa is always spoken of as 

rmteqvir: i” cfHr “m etc.. repeatedly in 

Hemacandra's Tt is as l isa ldkdf>urusa-ca ; it a . A yoksa is again clearly 
described as the defender of the .Tina’s religion. Tfrft 

ZTSTFT — Acara-dinakara) MSS., 

Rdmaghdta Col lection , Benares). 
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with strong grounds that as the Yaksas and Yaksinis were leader 
disciples of the Jinas, they had been chosen from the rich mer¬ 
cantile class and some of them had represented as bankers. In 
actual images, we find them decorated in rich jewels and charac¬ 
terised with the symbol of money-bag etc. Apart, however, from 
this historical background, some quasi-mvthological incidents 
exist in the Jaina literature to explain the origin of some of the 
Yaksas, as for instance, Dharaiiendra and PadmavatT in the 
case of Parsvanatha. We, now, proceed to discuss the iconographic 
points of each and every Yaksa or Sa'ana Deva. 

Gomukha 

As first in order of the Yaksas, Gomukha is attached to 
Rsabhanatha. The texts of both the branches of Jainism concur 
generally in respect of his attributes. His hands hold the Varada 
Mudra and a rosary and left hands hold a Pas a (Digambara 
Parasu or AxeY His riding animal differs from an ox according 
to some texts, to an elephant according to others. His colour is 
golden. 1 The Digambara books assign in addition a Dhatma 


l. : ?r=npr: qcRf m i <tw‘ i 

Vasunandi’s Praiisfhdsdroddhdra (MSS. Jaina Siddhdtiabhnvana. A/rah ). 

WT Wf , *T s Rf II 

Pralisthd-sdruddhdra l>y Asadhara, p. G6 
Also cr. • • • 

Acdra-dinnkara . 

Again 

^ STtfaeT: II 

gH^ u [f <l«| etc., Trifasti-ialaka-purusa-curita. 

Further, jRTTftpTR *TST: R*FRf T Rif? r ^H [: • • • • 

Pravauma-Sdroddhdra (MSS. Chdni Jaina Bhanddta , Barodd ). 

*ftwt zr^fr ^rt^r: i 

Sutradhara Mandana’s Vdstu-idslra (MSS. No., 1351, Jaina Collection 
jhana Mandir, Baroda. Cf. the details in the Mandira-pratifthd-1 ■ idhdna 
MSS. Jaina Siddhdntabhavana , Arrah, 



68 


Jaina Iconography 

Cafra symbol to his head. Images of Goinukha are found in 
two types, one detached and larger in size and another miniature 
in form as attendant to Ad in a tha in his representation. The 
latter type is more abundant as images ofAdinatlia can be met 
with in numerous Jaina places of India. In both the types, the 
figiu es do not, as a rule, strictly follow the canons of iconography 
as laid down by the scriptures. The figure of Gomukha, for 
instance, from Ganddval in Gw alio* state shows a staff, axe etc. 
in his hands. This ascription of the attributes is due to die artist’s 
partial obedience to divergent texts. 

Now, liow to explain the symbolism and name of this 
particular Yaksa? His bull face, bull as animal, Dharma Cakra 
mark on his hand all speak of his intimate association with 
Rsabhanltha or Vrsabhanatha, whose bull and Dharma Cakra 
(wheel of the law or faith) are the prominent elligics. Further, 
we find, in one text, that he lias been identified with Dharma or 
God of Gods (Mahadeva), he being the originator of the Jaina 
religion. Thus, he is also identified with a bull, the symbol of 
religion. 1 


Mahay ah; a 

The Digambara, as well as the Svetambara texts coinci- 
dently describe him as riding an elephant and having four faces 
and eight hands armed with weapons. Only vvidi regard to these 
weapons the texts vary. The Svetambara books enumerate them 
as (for right hands) Varada , club rosary, noose, (forleft hands) 
citrus, Abhaya , goad and Sahti.' 1 The Digambara texts read for 
these a disc, trident, lotus, goad (for left arms), a sword, staff, 
axe and Vara-Mudra (for right arms). Another point of diffe¬ 
rence between the texts of the two sects is that the Svetambaras 


sff ^csrrc qrcT t strt ^TRfts^r i 

fasTT cT^r JT^T^fr *Tc*TT 5TT I II 

Pratistjuhdui-saihgruha, p. ri. MSS. J.S. Bhavan. Arrah. 

(If. the description of the Yaksa in Pravticana-tarothlhara and also in 
the -T.rt uj-tfbwka i a. 
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will have green colour, while the Digambaras will have golden 
colour for the Yaksa. 1 

We do not know images of Mahayaksa except in the case 
of attendant miniature figures as can be seen in the sculpture of 
Ajitanatha. 2 Correspondence between the descriptions given 
above and the figures may be maintained. 

The Yaksa’s symbol of an elephant should be interpreted 
as directly concerned with his master’s symbol of the same ani¬ 
mal. His eight arms naturally correspond with his four faces. 


Trimukha 

Trimukha is Sambhavanatha’s attendant disciple. Texts 
of both the Svetambaras and Digambaras are concordant in 
describing this Yaksa as possessed of three faces, six arms and 
riding oil a peacock. With respect to articles held in the hands, 
the books vary in some respects. The Svetambara texts give him 
a mongoose, club, Abhaya-Mudrd (for his right hands) and a 
citrus garland and rosary (for his left hands). 3 The Digambara 
text, on the contrary, gives the following attributes for his six 
arms—a disc, sword, Si id (goad) staff, trident and dagger. 4 


i. 



fa I fill: l 

Pralisthmaraildharti , p. 66. 


cf. i 

fd< 1 1fl'JiiII 

Yasunandi’s Prat isiluuaru-samgraha MSS, Jain a Collection, Arrah. 


2. 
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The figure of Maha-Yaksa occurs in the Sculpture of Ajitanatha, Deo- 
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Separate representations of Trimukha have not been 
discovered anywhere in India. A corner figure in miniature of 
the Yaksa may be seen in the sculpture of the third Jina Sainbha- 
vanatha. In general details, the figures accord with the canonical 
descriptions. 

His symbol of peacock has close connection with his 
Yaksinl , Prajnapti, who is one of the presiding deities over learn¬ 
ing or as they are the Vidyddrvis, and who also has peacock as her 
vehicle. The Yaksa's name of Ttimukha can be explained as his 
having three laces. 

Yaksesrartt 

He belongs, as an attendant spir»t, to Abhinandana. He 
is characterised by the symbol of an elephant, the ascription 
thereof is common io divergent books. The attributes held by 
the spirit are not regular. Sectarian canons vary in this respect. 
According to the Svetambara view, the Yaksa holds in his right 
hands—-a citrus, a rosary, and in his left hand, a mongoose and 
a goad. 1 According to the other view, he has a bow, shield 
(Klie taka) and a sword. 2 

We have not met with any instance of an image of Yakse- 
svara as a separate piece. The sculpture of Abhinandana, how¬ 
ever, includes a figurine oft his Yaksa and when compared reveals 
much correspondence in respect of symbolism with the canonical 
description. 8 

This Yaksa has been described as the King of Yaksas 
(Yakscsvara) and very powerful. The elephant symbol, in his 
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case, betrays thus kingly magnificence. Ills goad is an instrument 
for driving the elephant. The symbol of a mongoose (A’akula) 
is curiously identical with the same symbol held by Jambhala, 
the Buddhist Kuvera of wealth. 

Tain bar a 

l ie is attached to Sumatinatha Jina as an attendant Yaksa. 
That his vehicle is Garuda is attested by the scriptures of both 
the sects of Jainism. His attributes according to the Svctambara 
iconography are : Varada , Sakti (spear) club and noose 1 whereas 
liar Digambara variants are these: two snakes, fruit and Varada 
The Digarnbara scripture gives him in addition a snake in the 
shape of a holy thread. 

Except in the sculpture of Sumatinatha, no separate image 
of Yaksas lias up to the present been discovered. 

Tumbara, in Hindu Literature is said to be the divine 
musician, a Gandliarva. In Jaina pantheon, this aspect is com¬ 
plete h changed for some reason or other; he changed hismusical 
instrument for deadly weapons, both he and his YaksinT known 
as Purusadatla (among the Digarnbara) ride upon birds, his 
being Garuda, and the Yaksini’s red goose (Cakravdka). The 
Jina Sumatinatha, to whom they 7 are attached, has also a red 
goose for his emblem. 

Kusuma or Puff/a Yaksa 

His characteristic symbol, according to the Svetambaras 
and Digambaras, is an anti lope. Texts of bot h the sects, how- 
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ever, diverge with regard to the objects held by him. 1 he bvcta¬ 
rn bar a Yaksa will have lour hands holding a fruit and Abfwya 
(in the right hands) and a rosary and a mongoose, (in his lelt 
hands). 1 The Yaksa as known to the D> gam bar as has a lance, 
Varadfi-Miuhd , shield and Abhara-Mndrd in his four hands.*' 

The Yaksa’s name as Kusunia or Puspa (llowcr) has direct 
connection willi the emblem of red lotus flower of his master. 
His antelope symbol standing for the idea ol quickness seems to 
be associated with his YaksinI, whose name is \Y1 anovega 
or ‘quick as mind 1 (in a literal sense'). 

Malanga or Varaiumdi 

His characteristic emblem is not common to both the 
seels. The Svetiimbara view will prescribe an elephant for his 
vehicle while the Digairibara will make him ride a lion. The 
attributes which the Yaksa holds vary with the books ol the two 
sects. The Svelainbara version gives them as: a Viha fruit, noose, 
mongoose and goad. 3 The other version enumerates the same 
as:-—stall',* spear, Svastika and ilag.' One text, however, ol the 
Digambaras speaks of the Yaksa as two-armed and as having a 
crooked lace/’ 
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A survey of the North Indian Museums and Jaina sites 
makes it possible for me to say that nowhere a separate image of 
this particular Yaksa has been found. In the sculptures of 
Suparsvanatha, however, we find him represented in his usual 
position. 

As his name (Matanga—‘elephant’) suggests, his symbol 
ought to be appropriately an elephant. And his goad shows that 
he drives the animal. In his Digambara aspect, his Svastika 
symbol may be explained as directly concerned with the same 
emblem belonging to his master Suparsvanatha. 

Vijaya or Syama Yaksa 

He has, in the Digambara version, three eyes, and holds 
in his hands a fruit, rosary, axe and the Varamudra l ; with some 
alterations the Svetambaras represent him with three eyes, a 
swan as his vehicle, two hands holding a disc and a club. 2 He 
is known to them by the name of Vijaya. 

The sculptures of Gandraprabba include, as a whole, a 
figure of 1 his Yaksa. The symbolism as noticed above is followed 
by such figures. 3 

Ajila 

His symbol of a tortoise as a vehicle is admitted by both 
the sects. The attributes vary, however, w ith them. The Svetam- 
bara image will hold in his hands, a citrus , rosary, mongoose and 
a spear/ 1 The image as conceived by the Digambaras will bear 

I. I 
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Ibid., (MSS, Jaina Siddhanta bhavana, Arrah). 
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4- 5refhfa?*n 1 

favrnfr sfsFft 11 

3T%t a 3TT33 V3ft II 

■o OO ^ >5 

Smrddhindthacarita by Ilcmacandra. 



74 


Jaina Iconography 


vice above a Sakti, Varada-mudm, fruit and rosary. 1 

The tortoise symbol is (lie same with the symbol of his 
Yaksinl (according to the Diganibara version). The Svetam- 
bara Yaksinl holds an urn having some connection with water. 
All this group of emblems agree in nature with the aquatic 
symbol of a crocodile or a crab as associated with their master 
Suvidhinatha. 

Brahma Yak fa 

He. is invariably given four fac es, three* eyes, eight hands, 
and a lotus seat. The difference lies in respect of the attributes 
held by the* eight hands. The Svctfunbara Brahma Yaksa bears 
the following objects in his hands: —a citrus , club, noose, Abhaya , 
mongoose, mace*, goad and rosary.- The Diganibara variants 
are : a bow, staff, shield, a sword, Vara-Mudra etc. The conception 
of this Yaksa lias muc h in common, together with the name with 
that of the Brahmanic deity Bralunfi. The same four faces 
{Caturmukha) an epithet of Brahma, the lotus seat etc. are attri¬ 
buted to this deni i-god. His Yaksinl As oka (of the Svctam haras) 
has the lotus-seat while the same Yaksinl as represented by the 
Digamharas has black hogs for her chariot and with the emblem 
of dawn may be* said to be the Aurora of the Jainas. 

Is vara Yaksa 

T his Yaksa of Sreyaihsanatha has from both accounts, a 
bull vehicle, three eyes and four hands. The Diganibara canon 
places on his hands the attribute's of a trident ( Trisula ), staff, 
rosary and a fruit. 3 The Svc tfunbara icon of the same Yaksa 
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holds a mongoose, rosary, staff and a fruit. 1 

A separate image of this Yaksa was unexpectedly explored 
by the author, who gave it to the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
The image with slight modifications agrees with the scriptural 
description. 'The important symbol of a bull is prominent enough 
in the figure. 

From the aforesaid description and from the name itself 
the Yaksa, represents a borrowed form of the Brahmanic Siva 
or Is vara. His Yaksini also bears the name of Gaurl (according 
to the Digambaras). And as Manavl (Svetambara version), 
she rides an elephant like the consort of Siva. All this shows that 
the older gods became subordinate to the TTrthamkaras whom 
they also served as attendants with their wives. 

Kumdra 

Both the texts of the Svctambaras and the Digambaras 
coincide in attributing to him a vehicle of swan and white com¬ 
plexion. 2 The Digambara view makes him three-headed and 
six-handed while the Svetambara school only four-armed. 
The attributes held by him according to the former arc a bow, 
ichneumon, fruit, club, vara . :1 The attributes as represented by 
the latter view are a citrus, arrow, mongoose and bow. 1 

It is rather curious that: this Yaksa, who bears the analog- 
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ous name to Kumara or Karuikeya should have a swan instead 
of a peacock for his vehicle while the next Yaksa, who is called 
Caturrnukha (an epithet of Brahma) has a peacock as his riding 
animal. In all probability there must have been some unknown 
anomaly in the symbolism of these two Yaksas. 

Caturrnukha or Sanmukha Yaksa 

Ifc is known by the name of Caturrnukha, to the Digam- 
baras and Sanmukha to (he Svctambaras. Both sects, however, 
concurrently assign lo him the vehicle of a peacock. Oatur- 
mukha has twelve arms according to one version and eight arms 
according to another. The arms hold such objects as—an axe, 
scimitar ( haukuyaka ), Aksamani (?) shield, staff etc. 1 The Yaksa 
Sanmukha has twelve hands holding a fruit, disc, arrow, sword, 
noose, rosary, mongoose, discus, bond, fruit, goad and Ahhaya . 2 

From the description and names, he bears anomalously, 
as mentioned before, identity with Brahma as well as with 
Kumara or Karuikeya. The Svctainbara Yaksa is clearly called 
Sanmukha (six-headed, a designation of Karuikeya) while in 
accordance with both the doctrines, he rides a peacock, the 
symbol of Karuikeya. 

Pat(1 la Yaksa 

The. Digam bara and the Svelambara books agree inso¬ 
far as the Yaksa has three laces, six arms and the vehicle of a 
dolphin. The former texts state in a version of difference that he 
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holds a goad, spear, bow, rope, plough and fruit 1 and in addition 
bears a canopy of a three-hooded snake. The latter texts repre¬ 
sent his hands as holding a lotus, sword, noose, mongoose, fruit 
and rosary. 

For some reason or other his name “Patala” has been 
connected with Ananta both meaning serpent-kings of the nether 
world. His symbol of a three-headed snake may support this 
explanation. He seems to be the presiding spirit of the Naga 
world and the plough symbol suggests of agriculture also. 

Kirin am Yaks a 

The texts of both the schools is unanimous in giving this 
Yaksa three faces and six arms. H is vehicle differs from a tortoise 
with the Svetambaras to a fish with the Digambaras. The former 
sect describes his attributes as a citrus, mace, Abhaya , mongoose, 
lotus and a rosary. 2 The Digambaras, on the contrary, describe 
them as a disc, Vajra, goad, club, rosary and Vara Mu dr a? 

The symbolisms of the some of the Yaksas are sometimes 
very riddling. It is certain that the conception of this Yaksa 
is mainly borrowed from an older tradition. The Kinnaras are 
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supposed to be human figures with horse-heads and Kubera 
is iheir leader being called A imlsvara. Gradually, we find, these 
Yaksas are associated with Niigas, Kinnaras, G am das, Gandhar- 
vas and so on. Of course, the particular appearance in which 
they appear along with the Jinas is, no doubt, of Jaina invention. 
T he idea of his three faces is quite original to them. The fish 
symbol alone given by the Digarnbaras is curious enough 
to be noticed in the case of his Yaksim Kandarpa as represented 
by the Sveifimbara. 

Garufla Taksa of Suntinalha 

Garuda Yaksa is represented from both points of view as 
riding a boar. (ace. to the Pravacana-Sarocldhara and elephant 
ace. to Ilcmacandra) and as endowed with four hands. The 
objects borne by the hands, as usual, vary canonically. In accor¬ 
dance with the Svetfunbara view, the hands hold a citrus , lotus, 
mongoose and rosary. 1 To the other sect the hands arc known to 
have a lotus, fruit, Vajra and discus. 2 

J saw a figure of Garuda Yaksa on the Southern face of a 
pi liar just entering the Deogarh Fort Gate (Western) as an atten¬ 
dant of Sfmtinatha. He rides a boar and holds a club, rosary, 
citrus , and snakes. Thus, all this agrees mostly with the descrip¬ 
tion cited before. It seems to be a Svelambara image although 
in Deogarh Fort there* are Digarnbara images in greater number 
as well. Both are found inseparably mixed up. 

11 is symbol of an elephant might not have distant allusion 
to the mythical bird Garuda while holding an elephant in one 
hand and tortoise in another (Gaja Kacchapa). 


1. ^Ttft^pSRTT *TWrefT JF3K«ftS%cr: I 

srrrfr *r%fr ^ n 

Hemarandra's Sdntivathacaritu , Parva 5. Saiga f ( . 

^TJTrfr *T5T: 5Tlf^TT^ I 

>o -o 

Puitist/ul-.uii a-Mimg 1 aha (An ah ). 

P: I 

T: || 

Pratislhd-saroddhdra, p, 69. 



79 


Yak fas and Sasana-devatas 

Gandharva Yaks a 

The Digarnbara account makes this Yaksa to l icit* a bird 
and bear four hands. The symbols held in them are a snake, 
noose, bow etc. 1 The Svetambara representation shows a swan 
as his vehicle and his four hands holding a Varada , noose, citrus 
and goad. 2 

The Ganclharvas are a class of demi-gods regarded as the 
musicians of gods and arc said to give good and agreeable voice 
to girls. As the Yaksas came out from all kinds of demi-gods, 
it is very natural that a Gandharva also had a place among 
ihem. His vehicle of a bird or a swan might echo the idea of his 
inherent connection with sound and sky, which is called “Gan- 
dliarvanagara” or the city of the Gandharvas. 

Khendra or Yaksendra 

According to the imagery of both the sects, this Yaksa 
is represented as having six mouths and twelve arms. The 
Svet ambara version gives the vehicle of a conch-shell and adorns 
his arms with a citrus , arrow, sword, dub, noose, and Abhaya , 
mongoose, bow, fruit, spear, goad and rosary. 3 Another book 
of the same school gives him a peacock as a vehicle . 1 He, as 
called 'Khendra 5 by the Diganibaras, is described as bearing in 
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his twelve arms a bow, thunderbolt, noose, dub, goad, Varada , 
arrow, fruit, garland, etc.. 1 

In description and name, he seems to be a Jaina coun¬ 
terpart ofKartiikeva \six-faccd\ The vehicle of Sadanana i.c. 
peacock is the same in both the cases. It is to be noted also 
that this Yaksa is again nearly the same in all respects as the 
Sanrnuklia Yaksa of Yimalanatha already described. The 
representation and the name (Kha — Jndra) suggest the idea of 
a heavenly India, one of the Dikpfilas. This Yaksa also holds 
a thunderbolt. 

Kubera. 

His monographic marks common to both the schools of 
Jainism are rainbow colour, an elephant as vehicle, his eight 
hands and four faces. The Svetfunbara Kubera Yaksa holds 
distinctly, however, a Varada , axe, spear, Abhaya , citrus , sakti, 
dub, and rosary 2 The Digambara image has, instead, the attri¬ 
butes of a shield ( phalaka ) bow, staff, lotus, sword, axe, noose, 
Varada-M udra . 3 

As an illustration of the description, the figure of Kubera, 
in the sculpture of Mallinatha, in the Nagpur Museum, (Fig. 
B. 18) may be cited. As usual, in important points, thefigure 
is the material embodiment of the iconographic rules. 
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In the list of the Yaksas, Kubera, who was the king of 
them, must be included. Every Indian religion has a Kubera. 
This Kubera of Jainism retains the common symbol of a club 
found in the Hindu Kubera. In other respects, his aspect is 
quite original and distinct. 

Varutja 

Descriptions of both the sectarian literatures agree insofar 
as to make him three-eyed, crowned with matted hair and riding 
a bull. The Digambara books represent him as eight-headed and 
four-armed but the Svctambara books represent him as eight¬ 
headed and eight-armed. The former representation bears in 
the hands a shield, sword, fruit and Varada 1 and the latter—a 
citrus , mace, arrow, spear, mongoose, lotus, bow and axe. 2 

This is another instance of mixing up the conception of 
Varum, the guardian deity of ocean and the Western quarter, 
with that of a Yaksa, the attendant Jina Muni Subrata. His 
name is Varuna. He holds, on the other hand, citron , dub, and 
the mongoose,—the symbols of Kubera and Jambhala of Bud¬ 
dhism. 

Bhrkuti 

The Svetambara and Digarnbara descriptions arc undivid¬ 
ed as to the present Yaksa 5 s having four faces, eight hands and 
a bull as the vehicle. The Digambara books give the following 
attributes to his hands,—shield, sword, bow, arrow, goad, lotus, 
disc, Varada , 3 The texts of the other school substitute these:— 
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citrus spear, mace, Ahhaya , mongoose, axe, thunderbolt, rosary. 1 

This Yaksa, as he is railed, Nandiga ('going on the Bull 
of Siva’j has some mysterious connection with the Nandi, 
the chief attendant of Siva. He once assumed the form of Bhr- 
kuti, 2 hence such is the name in his Jaina type. 

Gamed ha or Coined a 

lie is the Yaksa of Aristancmi or Neminatha. The des¬ 
criptions of both the seels are equal regarding the features of 
his three faces, six hands and vehicle of a man. In other res¬ 
pects, the Svctanibara books prescribe for his hands a citrus, 
axe, disc, mongoose, trident, and Sakti (spear) 3 ; the Digambara 
texts give him similarly for his hands—a hammer ( Dnighana ), 
axe, staff, fruit, Vajra, Van id a MudraJ 

AVe have fairly a good number of Gomedha figures for 
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comparison. They all show the nearest correspondence to the 
scrip lural deserip t i on. 1 

He is typically a Yaksa and probably a form of Kubera. 
Two symbols occurring in the description very strongly support 
this. In the first place, he is called Naravahana (riding a man), 
which is another name of Kubera. He is also called Pus pay an a 
(driving the chariot called Puspa). This is, again indicative of 
this Kubera type inasmuch as Klibera's chariot was called 
Puspa or Puspakam , which was subsequently snatched away by 
Ravaria and after him by Rama. 

Pdrsva or Dharanaidra 

This Yaksa of Parsvanailia is one of the most important 
amongst the members of his class. His image whether Svclam- 
bara or Digambara has the common points of snake-hoods, 
snake-attribute and a tortoise as vehicle. The Svctainbarabooks, 
in points of difference, make him appear with four hands holding 
an ichneumen, snake, citrus, and snake (again). 2 The Digain- 
bara texts, in turn, give his hands snake, noose and Vara da* 

A clear representation of Parsva Yaksa’s figure may be 
seen in the statue of Parsvaiiatha from Jogioti kd Ala t ha, near 
Rohtak town. 4 Another good figure of the Yaksa was seen by the 


i. What Dr. Vogel has wrongly identified as the figure of Kubera is, in 
fact, the figure of Gornedha, Mathura Museum fig. B. 6", ((tata ). The 
same case with fig. No. 75 of the figure of Gomcdha, Dco^arh Fort, 
Jhansi, Arch : Photo-Negatives, Serial No. 1*2120. 
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Hemacandra’s Pdinvandlhaan itu. 
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Sutradhara Mandana’s Vdsiiruhtra (MSS Juana 
mandir, Baroda). 



Pras i i$ that droddhd ra . 


4. Vide Photo : Negatives, Arch : Dept,, Serial No. 2431. 



84 


Jaina Iconography 


author in a cave on the Eastern side of the Gwalior Fort. Both 
the examples answer to the descriptions of the Yaksa. 

In connection with his origin, there exists in Jaina litera¬ 
ture a mythological story as to how he was saved by Jina Pars va- 
nfitha from being burnt in the sacred fire of a false ascetic Katha 
(afterwards, Meghamalin) and how when attacked by Mcgha- 
rnaliii, in his Kaynlsarga As ana. Pars van at ha was gratefully waited 
upon by the same serpent, born next as Dharancndra, or Niigen- 
dra Yaksa of Patala. This story we have reproduced in dctaiKn 
connection with the treatment of Pars vanatha and his images 
(vide ante). Apart from this mythology, the very name Dliara- 
nendra, or Dharanldhara clearly signifies his identity with 
Sesanaga, the king of the serpents. In actual iconography, we 
find this Yaksa has snake-symbols abundantly besides the snake- 
hoods. He holds also Vasuki, the king of snakes (said to be a 
son of Kasyapa). His vehicle of a tortoise might suggest his 
superiority over Kamatha (Kama(ha~ tortoise), who had been 
his and liis master’s enemy for ages. 

Malang a Yaksa. 

lie, being the attendant of Maliavlra, is the last but the 
most important, one in the list of Yaksas. Not much difference 
exists between the two sects in the matter of his iconographic 
descriptions. Both the sects describe him as two-handed and 
riding an elephant. The Svetambava school gives a mongoose 
and a citrus as his attributes, 1 while, the Digambara makes them 
a Varada Mudrd and a citron. The same sect adds a Dharma 
Cakra symbol lor his head. 2 

i- cftflq SFtTT *T5T: ^fT^sfocT: I 

Ilcmacandra’s Mahdvnacarita ,Parva in. 

Gf. Mlajfl I 

II 

(MSS, iJfifmamandir, Barodfi). 
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Pruti$thdsarasam!±ruha (MSS J. S. B. Arrah). 
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Separate icons of Matahga Yaksa have not been found 
anywhere. A full statue of Mahavira always shows his figure, 
which symbolically tallies with his description. Such a figure of 
Yaksa of good preservation was seen by the author in the Deogarh 
Fort. 1 Gwalior Fort has also many sculptures of Mahavira, 
which contain the figure of the Yaksa. I saw a good and clear 
image in a cave under the Eastern roof. 

His symbol of an elephant is quite compatible with his 
name as Matahga or ‘elephant 5 . His other symbols, whether 
Svetambara or Digambara such as an ichncuinen and citron 
(Mdlulunga or Vi jap ur aka) are only too evident to bear some 
relationship with Kubera, the chief of the Yaksas. One text 
mentions a D harm a Cakra symbol on his head. This would 
indicate, as in the case of Gomukha, the Yaksa of Adinatha, 
that the Yaksa attached to Mahavira, the renovator of Jainism, 
upholds the faith or in the artistic language, “the wheel of the 
Law”. We must note, in this connexion that Matahga also 
happens to be the Yaksa of Suparsva and according to tin* Sve¬ 
tambara representation, he likewise rides an elephant as dealt 
with before. 


cf to spt^t i 
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At(indira-Prutiftkdi idhdini (MSS 6/2 Jaina S.B Arrah.) 


Deogarh Fort Jhansi, inside the Western gate i. s on the plinth the sculp¬ 
ture of Mahavira in the middle. 



CHAPTER III 


THE YAK SI IS 


The Yak si ii Is as much as the Yaksasconstiuitc a class of dei¬ 
fied beingsquite peculiar to the Jaina religion. There are reasons 
for believing that they arc not purely fanciful creations. The 
Jaina books supply us the c lue that they were female attendants 
of the Tlrthamkaras, being the* leaders of the women converts. 
As they, however, appear in the Jaina representations, they are 
endowed with semi-divine attributes and symbolism of various 
kinds. These, in historical analysis, may reveal mixed conceptions, 
which explain how then-well-developed iconography arose 4 . The 
names and symbols of some of the Sasana clevis, such as, Cakre- 
svarl, Nirvani Devi, Ambika betray unmistakably original ideas 
of personalities fused with those of older Brahmanic goddesses. 
Of the Yaksinis a good number passes into an order of Jaina 
female deities, called the Vidyadevis or goddesses of learning. 
These goddesses share in a great measure forms of the Brahmanic 
female deities. All these resemblances prove the fac t with greater 
force how the Yaksinl representations underlie striking concep¬ 
tions borrowed from Brahmanic pantheon. Additionally too, 
there are cases in which the Yaksinis with their consorts have more 
directly evolved their forms out of semi-mythological incidents 
in which the Jinas were; the main actrifs. Further, it may be 
said that the Yaksa character of the* YaksinEs symbolism and 
their chief mission as Sasana-dcvls (governing goddesses ) 1 
have been carefully taken into account by the sculptors as they 
represented them in images. 


Cakresvari 

The Svetambaras and the Digambaras concurrently describe 
her as holding the symbol of disc and riding a Garuda. The 
Svetambara image has eight: hands, which carry Varada Mudra> 
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arrow, disc, noose, bow, thunder, disc, goad . 1 The Digambara 
image, on the other hand, is represented as having either twelve 
or four hands. In case of twelve, the attributes are these: -eight 
discs, citrus, Varada Mucha , and two Vajras. The four-handed figure 
holds two discs . 2 

A good number of images of Cakresvari, both as detached 
and as part oi the Rsabha Jina figure, has been found in Jaina 
places. The abundance of her image is due to her important 
cult-position as the Sasanadevi of the first Tirthamkara . 3 

By her name and symbols of disc., Ciarucia etc., she pertains 
to the nature of VaisiiavT, the wife ofVismi, whose one name is 
Cakresvara . Some texts give her the symbol of citron, which 
brings her into connection with the Yaksa class. Thus, as pointed 
out before, the Yaksinis, as a rule, combine in them influences 
from the Bra Inn an ic goddesses as well as those of the Yaksa 
demi-di vini lies. 
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Vide, Cakresvari Fig. 8-9/499, Lucknow Sculpture; Fig. Dcogarh Fort, 
Annual Report, Arch. Dept., 1917-1918 Plate II; Another Fig. on 
the Pillar across the Western gale, Deogarh Fort; Gwalior Fort, Cave, 
Eastern roof: Fig. No. D 6 Mathura Museum has been wrongly identi¬ 
fied by Dr. Vogel as Vaisnavi. The hands of the Yaksini do not seem 
to be guile regular. The Mathura image has ten hands, the Deogarh 
image (first) has 16 arms, the other one has 8 arms. A twelve-handed 
fig. 5 in the Barabhuj Gumpha, Udayagiri, Distt. Puri. 
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Ajita or R oh ini. 

Her symbolic vehicle varies with different texts even 
among the same sect. For instance most of the Svetarnbara 
books, in agreement with the Digambaia books, give her an 
iron-seat (Lohmana) blit the Svetarnbara text called the Acdra- 
dinakara makes her vehicle a bull. The other symbols, which 
she holds in her hands are constantly among the Svetarnbara 
books as follows —Varada Aludrci , noose, citron and goad . 1 Except 
the. Yaksini’s common vehicle, the Digambai a books furnish her 
hands differently with the following attributes:- -Varada, Abhaya y 
conch and disc . 2 

Examples of images of this Yaksirri are only too limited. 
The one or two figures that I have been able to see show the 
bull symbol and co-ordinate with the description. A clear image 
may be seen in the Deogarh Fort. 

The YaksinFs name and symbolism seem to be obviously 
connected with those of her J ina Ajilanfitha. She has been named 
after him as Ajita, meaning 'invincible . 5 Iler spirit, as such, is 
also symbolised by the iron-seat ( Lohdsana ), known for its hard¬ 
ness and metallic strength. 
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NirvFinukalika (MSS. Jiiananiamlir, Agra). Again, 
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Amaulimkaru Vihh&aa (MSS., Ramaghata Collection). 
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Duritari. or Prajnapti . 

The first name belongs to the Svetambara representation, 
the second to the Digambara. Duritari rides a ram and is four- 
handed. The hands hold Varada , rosary, fruit and AhhayaA The 
Digambara Prajnapti places herself upon a bird. She has six 
hands, which are adorned with an axe, crescent, fruit, sword, 
(7 did) and Vara-mud\rd . 2 

The symbol of a ram in the case of Duritari implies her 
connexion with the wife of Agni. The symbols of Vara and 
rosary also support this supposition. The concept ion of Prajnapti 
seems clearly to be: derived from that of Sarasvatl or goddess of 
learning. The bird appears to be a peacock as her husband is 
represented as riding on the same bird (Barbird harm). Further, 
the name ‘Prajnapti* literally means ‘one of intellect 5 ( Prajfid) 
and we find, therefore, the name in the list of the Vidyadevis 
to be described later. 


Vajra-Srriikhald or Kali. 

Descriptions of this Yaksini of Abhinandana differ with 
the two sects. The Digam haras represent Vaj ra-Sni i kh a 1 a as 
riding on a swan and holding in her four hands a snake, noose, 
rosary and fruit. 3 The Svetambara. variant of the same Yaksini 


1 • ^fTcTTfV^ff 
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Kindtia-Ka I ikd 
(MSS Jiianamaiidir, Agra). 
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named Kali is described as seated on a lotus and as holding 
in her hands Varada\ noose, snake and goad. 1 

Vajra-srihkhala 2 or Kali is both a Yaksim and one of the 
Vklyadcvls. Her Yaksinl character is well symbolised by the 
presence of a citrus and goad and Vidya-devI character is symbo¬ 
lised by a swan and rosary. Kali also assumes some symbols as 
becoming VidvadcvJ such as Varada and Naga, and other symbols 
of noose and goad as they should belong to a Yaksiru. When we 
treat Vajra-srmkhala as a VidyaclevI, we shall see, she holds 
actually a Sniikhala or chain, which may explain as the origin 
of her name. 

Mahdkiili or Purusadaltu 

Mahakall of the Svctambaras appears in her representation 
seated on a lotus with her lour bauds holding Varada , noose 
citrus and goad. 5 * Purusadatta in her Digambara aspect rides an 
elephant and holds in her hands a disc, Vajra , fruit and Varada 
Mudrd. A 
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The attributes such as citrus, goad and, noose held by 
Mahakali arc symbolic of her Yaksa character. Her other aspect 
represented by Purusadatta makes her half like a Vidyadevi 
arid half like a Yak sun. Purusadatta as Vidyadevi is described 
as riding a cuckoo and holding a Vajra and lotus. In this case, 
her symbols of an elephant (Oajendragii), Vajra and citrus are 
those by which we recognise her as a Yaksinl. 

Acyuta or Syama ,, Manovcga. 

The Yaksinl of Padrnaprabha is known to the Svctambaras 
as Acyuta or Syama and to the Digambavas as Manovcga. The 
Svctambara image is canonically represented as riding a man and 
holding, in her four hands, Varada , Vina, bow and Abhaya. 1 The 
Digambara Yaksinl Manovcga has a horse as her vehicle, and 
holds a sword, lance, fruit, and Vara Alttdra . L> 

The name Acyutii or Syama may have, most probably, 
originated from Acyuta or Visnu or Syama. Her Vina symbol 
would qualify her as a Vidyadevi , almost a derivative of Acyuta 
who like the Digambara Manovcga, rides a horse and holds a 
sword, arrow etc. Her vehicle of a man, undoubtedly, makes 
up her character as a Yaksinl as Yaksa is proverbially a man¬ 
rider or Nara-Vdhana. Manovega or ‘swift as mind' is aptly 
symbolised by the vehicle of a horse known for its swiftness. 

Santa or Kali. 

The Svetambara books describe Santa as riding an ele¬ 
phant and her hands as furnished with Varada , rosary, lance, 


wrwrf ^rrw 
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and Abhaya. 1 Kali, 2 her Digambara variant, is known from their 
literature as being seated on a bull and as carrying in her hands 
a trident, fruit, Varada and bell. 3 

As wife of Yaksa Malahga literally meaning ‘elephant 9 , 
Santa’s symbolic vehicle of an elephant is evident enough. 
Her other Symbols bespeak her military YaksinI as well as benign 
Vidyadevi character. Kali also takes her place among the Vidya- 
deals. Her symbols of a bull, bell, trident make her resemble a 
Hindu Saivitc goddess on one hand and a citrus makes her unmis¬ 
takably a YaksinI on tin* oilier. 

BhrkulJ. or Jvalamfdhiu 

The Svrtambara YaksinI Bhrkutl rides a cat (or swan) 
and her hands arc adorned with a sword, dub, spear and axe. 4 
The Digambara SasanadevI JvfilarnalinI or Jvfiliiu has a buffalo 
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as her riding animal and holds in her hands disc, arrow, noose, 
shield, trident, sword, bow etc. 1 

An image of this YaksinI was siren by me in a cave, under 
the Eastern roof, Gwalior Fort. It has eight hands and conse¬ 
quently should be identified with Jvalamalin! rather than with 
Blirkutl. 2 

Bhrkutl’s symbol of a swan (ace. to Ilcrnaeandra) maybe 
explained as identically the same riding animal for the husband 
Vijaya (Vijayo hamsavdhanah , Vide ante). Her other symbols 
as held in the hands are such as become a YaksinT or‘guardian 
goddess’. Jvalainalim or Jvalini or Mahajvala as known to the 
Svetambaras also assume, in the same name, the function of a 
Vidyadevi. Her symbol of a buffalo shows her symbolic connexion 
with her husband Vijaya, who, in Brahmanism, is synonymous 
with Yama, the famous rider of a Buffalo. 

Sutdrii or Mahdkdii. 

Sutara YaksinI of the Svetambaras as described in their 
books rides a bull and bears four hands with Varada, rosary 
urn and goad. 3 Mahakall, the Digambara variant of the Yak- 
sinl sit upon a tortoise and carries in her hands Vajra y club, fruit 
and Vara MudraA 


i. 


3- 





A fandi rap ra (i $ Ihuridhdna. 


cr. ^ i 

^ ttct ii 

( MSS . J.B. Armh) Pratisthdsdra.samyraha . 
A thousand image of the YaksinI in the. “Pataini” temple, miles from 
Nachhcra Stale. 


g-rnr jffoprf TOra^iff^PT^ 

i 

n'dnn-Kalika (MSS. Jhanamandir, Agra). 



^TRIW ^l<Mr I 

to srrcrajT =? f^riwr sfspjft i 
^i r a^fe r ft «rif sstftt ii 

Hcmacandra’s Suvidhinatkacarita . 


4- 9TSTT Wi^i I 

Pratisthd -s dr a - s aril” raha (MSS. J.S. Arrah). 


94 


Jaina Iconography 


The YaksinTs tortoise symbol originates from the same 
animal as ust'd by Ajita, her husband. As the names Sutara or 
Mahakali suggest, the Yak si ill's aspect seems, to some extent, 
to lie ftaivitc although Mahakali has her part to play, as a Vidya- 
dcvi, with some common symbolic attributes. 


Atoka or M a navi 

The image of the Svctambara Yaksim As oka is described 
as seated upon a lotus and bearing in her hands Varada , noose, 
fruit and goad. 1 The Digainbara books describe Manavi as 
riding a hog and holding the attributes, as follows, fruit, Vara, 
bow, etc. 2 

Like the majority of Yaksims, the Yaksim, in question, 
has a dual aspect, she is in one aspect a Yaksiru and in another, 
a Vidyadevl. As VidyadevI, her name is Manavi and she is 
described as seated on a blue lotus. Here, also as a pure Yak sin!, 
the Svetain bar a accounts give her a blue lotus. The warlike 
attributes like a goad, noose, bow are symbols quite befitting 
her characteristic of a Yaksiru or Guardian angel. The benign 
symbols, such as, Varada , fruit and a blue-lotus seat she is given, 
however, would make us recognise in her a form of Vidyddevf 
or goddess of learning. 
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Gauri or AldnavL 

This eleventh YaksinI belongs to the eleventh Tirthamkara 
Sreyamsanatha. The Digam barn representation of the YaksinI 
known therein as Gauri rides, according to their accounts, an 
antelope and bears a club, lotus, urn and Varada in her hands. 1 
The Svetambara variant of the same Yaks! in the name of 
Manavl or Srlvatsa Devi has been described as riding a lion and 
holding a Varada , club, urn and goad.- 

The name Ganr! originates evidently from the Ihfihmanic 
Gauri, the wife of Siva. Here, in this instance, the Yaksa, of 
whom Gauri is the consort is called J‘'vara. Her other aspect 
is represented by a Vidyadcvl, known by the same name. Now, 
the Svetambaras give her the name of Srlvatsa or Manavl. 
This name, however, presents an anomaly due to the identity 
of Manavl with the Digambara YaksinI, of Sitalanatha bearing 
the same name. Thus, it is possible to explain the name Srlvatsa 
as originating from the Srlvatsa figure, the canonical symbol of 
Sitalanatha. As regards the attributes, which adorn the hands 
of the Devi some of them are warlike, as worthy of a YaksinI, 
and others are benign, as symbolic of a goddess of learning. 

Candd or Gdndhdri . 

Ganda or Pracanda, as she is also called by the Svetam- 
baras, has a horse for her riding animal, and carries the symbols 
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of Varada , spear, flower and club. 1 The Digambara form of the 
same deity is represented as riding on a crocodile and having 
the hands equipped with a club, two lotuses and Varada mndra. 

Like the previous one, tin’s YaksiriT, too, lakes her part 
as a Vidyadevl. As such, the name borne by her is Gandhari. 
There is some essential connection between the Yaksinf Gan- 
dhuri’s animal of a crocodile and the Vidyadevl GandhaiTs 
animal of a tortoise. Cauda or Pracamla seems to be, as the 
name indicates, a Jaina prototype of the Brahmanic Clanda or 
Durga. 

Vidita or Vijayd or Vairuti 

The Svetambaras know this Yak.sin! as Vidita or Vijaya. 
She is described in their books as seated on a lotus and as having 
four hands with an arrow, noose, bow and snake. 2 The 
Digambara Vairoli appears in representations as riding on a 
snake ( Gonasa) and bearing in her hands two snakes, bow and 
arrow 3 

Vairoti figures also like others as a Vidyadevl . The other 
name of Vidita means ‘learned one’. This would suggest the 
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central idea of Goddess of learning. In other respects, Vidita 
or Vijaya with her colour of yellow, symbols of bow, arrow, 
snake and lotus or the vehicle or Gonasa seems to be a clear 
derivative of a form of Durga. The name of Vijaya, it is worth 
observing, retains the original name of her arche-type. 1 

Amkusa or Ananlarnati 

Aihkusa of the Svetambaras is to be canonically sculptured 
as seated on a lotus, and having four hands with a sword, noose, 
spear and goad. 2 The Digambaras to whom this YaksinI is 
known as Anantamati describe her as being carried by a swan 
and as holding in her hands a bow, arrow, fruit and VaradaA 

'The name c Amkusii’ appears to be derived from the Am¬ 
kusa or goad, which the YaksinI carries. In the same name, we 
find a VidyadevI who also bears a goad. The name Ananlarnati 
originates very evidently from Anantanallia, the Jina and master, 
whom the YaksinI waits upon. Brahma’s wife is Sarasvati; here 
tlu' origin of the swan as a vehicle might be due to this con¬ 
nection. 

Kandarpa (Pannagadt vi) or Mdnasi 

Descriptions from the Svetambara books make her ride 
upon a horse or a fish and appear in sculpture with four hands, 
adorned with a lotus, goad, lotus and AbhayaS ManasI, the 
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(Nirvdnakalikd MSS, Jim n a mandir, Agra). 
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Digambara variant of the same YaksinI, is described from their 
point of view, as riding a tiger, and holding in her six hands a 
lotus, bow, Varada , goad, arrow and lotus. 3 

The origin of symbols, it must have been noticed, is of 
irregular character. The fish symbol of the YaksinI seems to be 
due to the identical symbol of her consort Kinnara as furnished 
by the Digambara books ( Dharmasya Kinnaro Yaks ah . • M in a ra¬ 
il ana). It is hardly easy to see any possible connection between 
her name as Kandarpa and the Brahmanic God, Kandarpa 
or Kama. The name-Manas! has very probable relation with 
‘Manasija' implying the same idea. Thus, the other name of 
PanriagadevI or the Goddess of snakes might have been derived 
from Manasa, who is characteristically a goddess of snakes. 
Manas! is also a deity, in the list of the Vidyadevis and as such, 
she is interestingly seen to be symbolised by a snake. Her tiger 
vehicle, in this instance, shows her a prototype of Vnglsvaii 
(goddess of learning) whose figure in Benares shows the same 
animal as her vehicle. 

Nirvani or Mahdmdnasi 

NirvanT, in Svctainbara accounts, is represented as seated 
on a lotus and four-armed, the attributes being a book, lotus, 
Kamandalu and a lotus bud. 2 The Digambara books supply 
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descriptions of Mahamanasi, according to which, she has the 
vehicle of a peacock and holds in her hands a disc, fruit, Idi 
(sword?) and Varada . 1 

Although most rare, unexpectedly, 1 was able to explore 
a separate figure of NirvunI, which generally agrees with the 
above description. It is now in the Lucknow Museum. A subor¬ 
dinate representation of the YaksinT may be seen in some places 
of Jaina antiquity. 2 

The name Nirvarri connotes the idea of Nirvana. Her sym¬ 
bols of a book, lotus, Kamandalu strike one with her charact eristic 
nature of the wife of Brahma. Curiously, Brahma’s wife is also 
called Sarasvati. As Mahamanasi, the Yaksiru holds her new 
function being a Vidyftdevl. Mahamanasi literally means the 
‘great Goddess to preside over learning 5 . The symbol of a pea¬ 
cock, again, speaks of her connection with Sarasvati, the river 
goddess, who has the same bird as her riding vehicle. 

Bald (Acyuld) or Vi jay a 

We find her described in the Svetambara books as a 
YaksinI riding a peacock and bearing four hands symbolised 
with a citron, spear, Bhusundi and lotus. 3 Canonically different 
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’ Hemacandra’s Sdnlhidlhararita. 



Pmtisthdsdrasariiqraha [MSS., Arrah Collection). 
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Vifb• the fig. of Santinfitha, in a cave, eastern roof, Gwalior Fort. It 
bears four hands. Inside the Fort through the Urai gate, another figure 
may be seen on the left side of the road, amidst three Jaina Colossi, 
of which one is of Santinatha. Cf. the figure in ‘the “Pataini Devi” 
Temple in Unchhera State, G.I. 
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account is given of Vijaya, the Digambara counterpart of the 
YaksinI, in their literature. According to it, she should be repre¬ 
sented as riding a black boar and carrying the attributes of a 
conch, sword, disc and Varada Aludra . 1 

Hala or Acyuta of the Svetambaras from the nature of 
her vehicle of a peacock seems to be a form of Sarasvati. This 
supposition may be supported by the fact that her consort 
Gandharva rides on a sun and is a divine musician. Sarasvati 
is known to be also presiding over the art of music. The symbol 
of a citron, indicating the Yaksa characteristic is borne by both 
the husband and the wife. Vijaya of the Digarnbaras, on the 
other hand, shown by her boar vehicle, a YaksinI goddess whose 
form must have been borrowed from Marie! of Buddhism and 
Varahl of Brahmanism. Her other symbols provided by the 
Digambara books of a disc, sword, conch and Varada speak of 
her origin from Varahl.- 

Dharani or Turd 

The Svetanibara texts described Dharani YaksinI as seated 
on a lotus and possessing lour hands with a citrus, two lotuses, 
and a rosary. 11 Tara, the YaksinI of the Digambara is to appear. 


*rftr%rr srsf smt: siT*H&f<arr n 

Hemacandra’s Ktmthusvamiraritam. 

Cf. f^rfeiTT I 

MSS. Ramaghata. 

Pralisthdsamsamgraha (MSS. Jaina Siddhanta Bhavana 

Library, Arrah). 

or. wrnri f^r^nii ii 

Alarnfi rap ratisthdvidhdna (MSS. Ibid.) 

2. An insc ribed image of Vijaya in a group is to be found in the “PatainI 
Temple” Uchnera Stale C.I. 
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according to them, as riding on a swan and holding a snake, 
Vajra , deer and Varada Mu dr a. 

In this case, like more cases, the Yaksini Dharani bears 
the Yaksa symbol of a citrus together with other symbols, which 
explain her mixed origin. The name Tara renders her connec¬ 
tion with the Brahmanie Tara almost obvious. The snake symbol 
in her hand is primarily common to the deity of either sects. 

Vairoli nr Apardjitd 

The Yaksini, in her Svetambara appearance, is to be repre¬ 
sented as seated on a lotus, and carrying in her hands Varada, 
rosary, citrus, and Sakti. 2 Aparajita, the Digambara counterpart, 
is represented by their texts as a goddess riding a lion and bear¬ 
ing hands, equipped with a citrus , sword, shield and Vara-mudrdA 

The citrus symbol, in both the forms, makes the goddess 
typically a Yaksini. The name Vairoti occurs in connection 
with the Vidyadevls and as a presiding deity over learning, she 


For comparison, see 
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Nirrdna-kaUkfi (MSS.. Agra, Jiiana niandir). 
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Pratisthasfirasarigraha (MSS., Arrah Collection). 
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Ninma-kalikd (MSS., Jnanamandir, Agra). 
3- ^^r^fTTOfWT I 

11 

Pratisthdsam^raha . (MSS., Jainabhavana, Arrah) 
An image of the Yaksini is in the Pataini Temple vide ante • 
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has a lion as her vehicle. We find, however, the lion symbol 
in the case of Aparajita, the Digambara form of the Yaksini. 
We had occasion of describing Vairoti as the Digambara counter¬ 
part of Vijaya. There seems to be an exchange in the pair of 
combinations. Vijaya and Aparajita seem to be the same in 
meaning; the original idea ofboth must have been derived from 
that of Durga, who bears the same names in Brahmanism. 

Naradatid or Bahurupmi 

Naradatta is described in the Svetambara literature as 
seated in the Bhadrdsana posture, showing four hands which 
hold Varada , rosary, citron, and trident (or urn ). J The Digambara 
Yaksini is represented by them as riding a black snake and 
holding a shield, fruit, sword and Varada Madid. 2 

Naradatta or Bahurupim from the nature of her symbols 
and her husband's being of Saivitc character, discloses herself 
in representation as a form of Durga or a Brahmanic Sakti. 
The Yaksini element in her may be clearly attested by the symbol 
of the fruit citton and the urn, the true attribute of the wife of 
Varuna. 11 should be noted in this connection that this Narad at ta 
and the predefined Purusadatta, the Yaksini of Sumatinfuha, 
being the same in meaning suggest some mysterious common 
origin. 0 


Gdndhdri or Camundu 

The Svetambara sectarian Yaksini, Gandhari by name, has 
been described as riding a swan and furnished ■with four hands. 
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.Kirrdnakallhd (MSS., Svetambara, Library Agra). 
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Alemrfirainalistkd vidhdna (MSS., Arrah). 
Her image with name inscribed is in the “Pataini Temple” Uchnera* 
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which hold, in turn, \ or a do Aludra. sword, citron and spear 
(. h'unta l. 1 The Camunda or Digarnbara form of the same* Yak- 
sinl is represented in their way as riding on a dolphin and 
carrying in her hands a rosary, staflT, shield and sword. 2 

This pair of names (viz. Gandhar! and Camunda) has 
already occurred in connexion with, the YaksinT of Vfisupujya. 
There* seems to have been some mysterious transposition ofthe.se 
deities. Jn the case of Vasupujya Canda is Svetarnbara Yaks ini, 
whereas Gandhaii, who is Svetarnbara h(*re was Digarnbara 
there. GandharT there rides a dolphin as Camunda rides the 
same animal in the present case. The Yaksini Gandhaii we 
describe now. assumes such symbols (for instance swan, I 'arada, 
citron) as would make her partly a Vidyddevi and partly a Yak- 
sin!. Her Digarnbara counterpart Camunda is also called Kusu- 
ma-mfdinl and as such, her dolphin symbol may be justified 
because Kusurnamal! or kania has the same symbolical mark 
(Makrn -katana ) 

Atnbikd (Kusmaridl) or Anna 

This Yak si ni of Neminatha has the Svctambara descrip¬ 
tion of a goddess, who rides a lion and bears a bunch of mangoes, 
nose, a child and goad. 4 The Digarnbara image of the Yaksini 
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is described as also riding upon a lion, but as bearing two hands 
with a bunch of mangoes and a child. 1 

Images of both types may be seen in some Jaina places 
although they have been wrongly identified in every case, lhe 
distinction regarding the number of hands has strictly followed 
in the representations the point being decisive in making it either 
Ambika or Kusmandini 2 except her symbol of a bunch ol man* 
goes, which gave origin to one of her mimes as Amra, she is 
by name and appearance a borrowed form of Durga. Ambit, 
Ambalika and Ambika are nanu's of Durga. She has lurther 
the name, as in this ease, ofKusmandixn. Kusinancfi is the name 
of Durga. Kusmanclas were a hilly elan attached to lord Siva. 
It is highly probable that being a Yaksim, whose class originated 
from the Northern Himalayan region, KusrnancjT came out 
of this class. 

Pudwavati 


name of the YaksinI is common to both the sects. 
According to the Svrtambara view, Padmavatl is to be represented 
as riding on a snake and cock, and holding a lotus, noose, fruit 
and goad. 3 Padmavatl of the Digainbara* is described to be 
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>. The Fig. No. 1) 7, Mathura Aluvitm, wrongly called by l)r Vogel 
as Pfirvati is, in lac l, the Digambara image of Kusmaridi. The iact 
that the Digamhara image lias no ornaments is not always true as it 
bears ornaments. What has been wrongly c alled ‘happy twins', Dro- 
garh Fort, Jhfmsi, Arch. Serial JtJ-jci is the image of Kusmancli with 
her consort. A tine- and separate image of the YaksinI is in the Deogarli 
Fort, on the West of the Main temple. We can identify rightly the 
images of ‘lVirvaLi\ No f>-*p. Gwalior Arch. Dept, from Afohunpur and 
jVimthur as those of 4 armed Ambika. 
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of four types according to the number of hands. Some texts 
give her a snake and cock as her vehicle, others give her a lotus 
seat. The four-handed figure holds a goad, rosary, two lotuses. 
The six-1 landed type has a nose, sword, spear, crescent, club, staff, 
as attributes. The eight-handed figure has a noose and other 
attributes. The twenlyfour-handed figure holds a conch, sw ord, 
Cakri 7 , crescent, lotus, blue lotus, bow ( Sardsanam) , spear, noose, 
Kid a-grass, bell, arrow, staff, shield, trident, axe, [Kunla) Vajra , 
garland, fruit, club, leaf, stalk, and Vara da Aludrci . J 

Separate-sculptures of an important Yaksini like Padma- 
vati ought to have been discovered but wc have, so far, only 
seen the Yaksini’s likeness with symbols in her master's statues. 2 

The legend of PadmavatT is throughout associated with 
snakes and she belongs to the Nether Regions or Patella . 'This 
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2. A fig. of Padmdmti in Pakhir, Purul a Dill . Sec Bcglar’s report , Arch. 
Sure. Reports Vol. VIII; will) Parsvanalha’s image, in Gwalior Fort, 
Eastern roof; on the Western face of the pillar near the Western gate 
(No. I) in the Deogarh For/ 1 . 
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serpent symbol is well manifest in art and so is her other symbol 
of lotus, which is responsible for the origin of her name. In 
Bengal, Padmavati with the snake-symbols in worshipped as 
Manasa, the goddess of snake and the wife of Jaratkaru, Certain 
vernacular MSS. called Padma-purdna. Brhuld (Vipula also) 
Clarita, give the stories of Bchula, Chand Merchant and Pa dm a- 
vatl. It is most likely that the connection between the Jaina 
Padmavati and the Brahmanic Manasa originates from the 
Jaina legends. Jaratkaru, an ascetic, stands for Katha in the 
Jaina legend and it is lie who latterly became one with Sesa. the 
King of Pa I ala. 

Siddhayikd 

Phis YaksinT of Mahavira in the account of the Svetam- 
baras, should ride a lion and have four hands carrying a book, 
Ah hay a , Citrus , and lute (Vina ). ! The Pigambara counterpart 
of the goddess is represented as also riding upon a lion and hold¬ 
ing a Yarada Aludra and book. 2 

Side! hay ike's images like those of Padmavati arc only to 
be seen as parts of the sculptures of Mahavira. !n them, the 
lion and the book symbols are prominent enough/* 
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A two-armed figure evidently of Digambara origin of the Goddess 
was seen bv me on the Pillar near the Western gate in the Deogarh Fort, 
The V fig Is van Fig. regarded as Hindu, appears to be of Jaina Yak sin I 
Siddhftvika. 
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The most important symbol connected with Siddhayika is 
her lion. This may be interpreted in the light of the same symbol 
as assumed by the Yaksinl’s master Mahavira. Her other symbol, 
such as a book and Vfrjd (lute) would make her. in appearance, 
a Vidyadcvl. The custom of giving a lion to a goddess oflearning 
does not appear to be singular to the Jaimis as we find the Vagis- 
varl of Benares is seated on a lion’s back. SiddhayikiYs other 
symbol is a citrus and this is particularly indicative of her Yaksinl 
nature. 



CHAPTER IV 
THE DJKPALAS 

Equally with Brahmanism, the Jainas of both the sects 
make room for an important class of divinities under the desig¬ 
nation of the Dikpfilas, who are supposed to guard the quarters. 
Their origin, on probable grounds, underlies the actual ideals of 
certain semi-divine kings, who took the responsibility of govern¬ 
ing regions of all the distinct quarters. Their ideas were, un¬ 
doubtedly, far anterior to the early Bruhmanas than to the Jainas. 
Like the majority of gods imported into the Jaina Pantheon, 
the Dikpfila gods were directly taken over by the Jaina people. 
The main characteristics of the Dikpfilas are nearly those which 
we find in connection with the .same deities of Brahmanism. In 
one point, however, the position of the Dikpfilas of Jainism is 
distinct enough. It is always subservient to that of the Tirthaift- 
karas, who like the Buddhas were served and cart'd for by the 
chiefs of the quarters. It is inlerestingtorellcet that some of the 
Yaksas, who owe, as a rule, their origin to other ideas as well, 
bear recognisable names and nature of the Dikpalas, Whether 
the Dikpfilas came first in order or the Yaksas is an open question. 
Yet we have more reason to believe that the conception of 
the latter was clearly influenced by the former. The Dikpalas, 
in some cases, such as .Indi a, Isfma. Brahma and Naga introduce 
into the Jaina godhood their spouses described separately in the 
iconographic texts. Another feature regarding the Dikpalas, 
who are also called Lokapfilas, is their worship as Vastu-devatas . 
One Svelambara text makes them functioning as Kumaras, 
who differ very little in nature from the Gods of the quarters. 
We shall describe, now separately the iconography of these 
ten Dikpalas recognised by both the Svctainbaras and Digam- 
baras. 


India 


There seems to lie very little difference between the des¬ 
criptions of the Dikpfila India, as afforded both by the Sve- 
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lambara and Digambara texts. His chief characteristics are 
his elephant called Airavala and his Vajra or thunderbolt. 1 indra 
is the guardian of the eastern regions and his wife is called 
Sad. In one text, we shall see, later on, he has been described 
as possessed of thousand eyes. We can infer, therefore, that the 
Brahmanic conception of India’s having thousand eyes, is 
carried to Jainism. Clear identity of some features leads me also 
to infer that Matahga, the Yaksa of Mahavlra or Mahendra, 
the Yaksa of Aranatha according to the Digam haras owes largely 
its conception to that of Indra. 


Agni 

Both from the Svctambara and Digambara standpoints, 
Agni is described as riding a ram. holding a Sahti (spear) and 
bearing seven flames. One Svetambara text, however, gives 
him a bow and arrow while a Digambara text adds a sacrificial 
pot to his attributes and makes rosary as his armlet. 2 His wife 
is Svfiha and he has the charge of the south-eastern regions. 
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Jt may be seen from the above description that there is 
very little difference in iconography between a Brahmanic Agni 
and J aina Agni, t he lat ter being a by-product of the former. The 
attributes of a bow and arrow are, of course, conspicuous. We 
can imagine that these attributes, which arm the hands of Kartti- 
keya may have been conceived in case of Agni, who was the presi¬ 
ding god of Kartlikeya. The symbols of sacrificial pot (. Ktmdi) 
and rosary are only indicative of the god’s primary nature as a 
sacrificial priest. The meaning of Svaha, also, supports this 
idea. 

Tama 

Varna, the god of death, who governs the south regions, 
is to be sculptured both according to the Svclambaras and 
Diganibaras, as riding on a buffalo and holding a staff. He is 
known to be the son of the sun and accompanied by his wife 
called Chaya. Ilis chief function is not only to guard the south 
but also to pronounce judgment on merits and demerits of 
departed souls. 1 
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The conception of the Jaina Vama is almost identical to 
that of the Brahmanic God of the same name. The only diffe¬ 
rence seems to be the Jaina Yama’s wife being Cl 1 fry a, who, in 
Brahmanism, is known to be the wife of the Sun-god Surya. 
There is some justification on the part of the Jainas to make 
Ghaya as the wife of Yam a, who has been called Dharma-raja, 
by which appellation the Sun-god is also known. In this connec¬ 
tion, it is to be pointed out that Candraprabha’s Yaksa Vijaya 
or Syama has some radical identity by name and symbols, to 
this god of death. Vijaya literally means Yama and Shyama’s 
wife Jvalirn actually rides a buffalo, the vehicle of the Dikpfda 
of the south. 

Xair la 

Nairta, the guardian-god of the south-west quarters, is 
made to ride a corps or a goblin according to the fivet am bar a 
texts. In the view of the same, he wears a tiger’s skin and holds 
a club or a sword and a bow ( Pinaka ). 1 The Digambaras repre¬ 
sent the god as riding a bear and holding the same attribute of 
a club . 2 

The general conception of this Lokapala or Dikpfila is 
due to the Brahmanic influence. There are points, however, 
which make the Jaina God in some ways distinct. The attribute 
of a bow, his vehicle of a bear and the tiger’s skin are of clearly 
Jaina origin. 
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Dcinpujd (Arrah MSS). 
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Varuna 

Divergence exists among even the Svetambara texts with 
regard to the vehicle of Varuna. the guardian God of the west. 
Some texts assign to him the vehicle of a dolphin, others a fish. 
He is, however, unanimously represen ted as bearing a noose and 
figuratively wears the ocean. The other sect makes him appear 
in icons bedecked in pearls, corals, etc., riding a dolphin and 
bearing a noose . 1 

The Jaina form of Varuna may be distinguished only 
by his symbol of a fish, as some' texts render him. In all other 
respects, lie is the same as the Bralimana guardian-god of the 
west. The symbols of a dolphin, noose, pearls etc., all originate 
from the* god’s connection with the* west and the ocean. We 
find, among the Yaksas, one named Varuna but he rides a bull. 
On the contrary, Pa tala Yaksa of Atlanta Jina, rides a dolphin 
and has among his attributes a noose. Either of them presuma¬ 
bly has been influenced by the original idea of Varuna. 

Vayu 

He rides a deer according to all Jaina authorities. Some 
Svctainbara texts give him the attribute of a Vajra . others give 
him a banner . 2 The Digambara account of him only differs 


1. MTWTfaPT I 

Nirvdnaka l ika. 

cr. ^r^sr^rnr im«ik 

Acdradinakara . 

i 

Dewpujd. 

cr ^— 

w (?) 
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Pra t i slh dsdroddhdra . 
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from this in the substitute of a wooden weapon . 1 Vayu is the 
guardian or Lord of the North-west quarters. 

The Jaina Vayu differs not essentially from the Brahmanic 
Vayu. The assignment of the attribute of a Vqjra seems to be 
a new' idea. Similarly, the symbol of a wooden weapon attributed 
by the JDigambaras is another peculiar feature unknown to 
Brahmanism. The Yaksa, who presents some identity of Vavu, 
is Kusuma, who likewise rides a deer, according to the view of 
both the sects. 

Kub aa 

Kubera, the Protector of the northern regions, has been 
conceived of by the Svetambara Jainas, as a deity, who rides a 
man, bears gems and a club. According to the authorities of 
the same sect, he is the treasurer of Indra, King of Yaksas, 
having his control over Kailasa. He, also, rides the chariot by 
the name of Puspaka . 2 The Digambara view gives not more than 
the last symbol for the representation of Kubera . 3 


Cf. ^TPJ fcRRT ^RTS;fcTTTfaW I 

Nindnakalikd (MSS. Agra). 

i. U+HUfa dTO fRT- 

Devapujd . 

Prat isthasdroddhara . 

VS \D ^ 'N 

Nirvartakalikd (Agra MSS). 

Cf. sff •TT; sftq-FOT ^'RiWTT 
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Acdradinakara (Ramaghata, MSS). 
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Some single figures of the deity may be noticed rarely. 
The corpulent belly, club and purse guide us to identify such 
figures. The number of bands is irregular but it is either two 
or four. The miniature figure of a Jina on the head-dress makes 
any such figure a Jaina one . 1 

Except in one feature namely being the treasurer of Tndra 
instead of Siva, the Jaina Kubera varies nowise from the Brah- 
manic Kubera. The. symbols of gems, club and the vehicle of a 
man are common to the conception of the two religions. The 
fact of his being the treasurer of Tndra or Sakra instead of Siva 
is due to the superiority, which the former god receives both in 
Jainism and Buddhism to the latter. We find a Kubera Vaksa 
among (he attcndrnl spirits of the Jitias but he rides an elephant 
although he holds a club and citrus as becoming of the king of 
Yaksas. There is another Yaksa named Gomcdha, who, like 
Kubera, rides on a man and hears one or two of his attributes 
as met with in the Buddhist Kubera. It may be interesting to 
note? here that, to ride on a man or a Vim ana ( Pmfiaka) a kind 
of palanquin is a custom much in vogue in the Himalayan 
regions, of which Kailasa was a part. 

I Sana 

He, the Guardian-god of the North-east quarters is to 
be represented according to the Svetarnbara texts as riding a 
bull ( joined by Uina), holding a bow and trident. He also bears 
mailed hair and snakes on his person . 2 The Digambara books 


i. The standing image of Kubera from Chostia Khan in the Mathura 
Museum has two hands with a dub and a purse. A figure fromNimthur, 
Gwalior State, No. 40/1 <174 is by appearance of Kubera. It has a Jina 
miniature above the head-dress. 


2. %r f^f 1 

./Virrdnakalikd (Agra. MSS). 
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Acdradinaknru , P ujdvidhi . 
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mention only the symbols of a skull over and above the above- 
named characteristics . 1 

Isana, otherwise designated as Siva in Brahmanism, has 
been directly imported into the Jaina Pantheon. Skull, bow, 
properly known as Pinaka and snakes are all well-known sym¬ 
bols of Siva. As there is every likelihood to believe that in Pre- 
historical times the Siva-cult had much prevalence in the north¬ 
eastern regions, roughly coterminous with the present area of 
Tibet, Sikkim and Bhutan, still holding the same faith, the 
north-eastern direction received the name of Pan a Dili. It is 
to be noted in this connection that Is vara Yaksa of Sreyamsa- 
natha has been influenced by Isana, in his vehicle of bull and 
symbols of three eyes, trident etc. 

Brahma and Naga 

As in Brfihmanism, so in Jainism, too, the Dikpala Brahma 
has been given t he charge of the upper regions. The Svetambara 
texts describe him as four-headed, riding on a swan and holding 
a book and lotus . 2 The Digambaras do not seem to have accept¬ 
ed not more than eight guardian gods. Brahma and Naga 
being left out from their descriptive list. 

Naga is to be imaged as a figure seated on a lotus and 
having a snake in his hand . 3 He rules over nether world or 
Pitta la, the region of the snakes. 

The representation of Brahma and Naga as Dikpfdas 
evince no further improvement on those of Brahmanism. The 
symbols of both the deities tally exactly with what we notice in 


fsrffi fefrr ^rprrnrc- 
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their Brahmanic originals. Brahma, in one of his four hands, 
has been given a book, evidently the Vedas. It seems to be a 
most interesting inadvertance on the part of Jainas to admit this 
symbol of Brahma, as against their avowed antipathy for the 
Brahmanic Vedas. 



CHAPTER V 


THE NAVAGRAHAS 

The Jainas following the earlier Brahmanic tradition 
reduced the Planetary system to a group of iconic representa¬ 
tions, which constitute an important class of gods known as 
jyolkka Devas. The features of these Gods in sculpture are 
mostly of the kind of their originals though, as in other cases, 
there are distinct characteristics by which we recognise them 
showing them as purely jaina creations. From the ritualism 
attached to these gods we may well infer that individually and 
collectively their worship had much vogue among the Jainas. 
It is likely, therefore, that images of the planets used to be cons¬ 
tructed either separately or in a group like the panel of Brah¬ 
manic art representing the jYavagrahas, In the discoveries of 
jaina scriptures, we have had very little instance of meeting 
with the separate figures of their nine planets. Nevertheless, it is 
necessary to deal with their descriptions in our book for we are 
not devoid of hope of finding out examples of jaina Grahas as 
we have found their other images, all equally receiving the treat¬ 
ment in the Jaina iconographical literature. In this topic, it is 
noticeable that stress has been given to the supremacy of the 
planets over the different quarters (Dik) calling them “ruler of 
east” etc., and this seems to be a new feature in the Jaina icono- 
logy of the astronomical deities. 

Siirya 

The sun-god has been described in Svetambara Jainism 
as riding on a chariot, drawn by seven steeds and holding in his 
hands two lotuses. He is known there as the deity of the East 
and the husband of Ratna Devi . 1 The Digambara description 

i. sfaFlfa *F^FT ZPJTFT ?RTR- 

^FR^rrf^T I OTRTO- 

gr^TFT I 

Acaradinakara, Pujdvidhi (’Ramaghata MSS). 
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of the God is simpler . 1 
Catidra 

Gandra or the Moon-god of the Svetambaras drives a 
chariot of ten white horses and holds an urn of nectar . 2 He is 
the master of the stars and rules over the north-western quarters. 
The Digambara description of the planet has no mention of his 
symbols . 3 

Mangala 

Mahgala or the Planet Mars, as described in the Sve- 
tambara texts holds a shovel and stands upon the earth in one 
type and in another, he has four hands, holding Varada, Sakti 
(spear), trident and club. He is known as the son of the earth 
and the ruler of the South . 1 The Digambara text gives the planet 
no more attribute than a spear . 0 


1. t5T rTTGcTT STfFJIT 

P? iiti.s (has aroddhd i a . 
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5 T*PT II 

<! ■N 

N'nidnakalikd (MSS. Agra Library,'. 
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j Budha 

Two different types of description occur in the fiveiambara 
books for the image of Budha. According to one he .should be 
represented as riding on a swan and holding a book in his hand . 1 
The other type makes the figure riding a lion and having the 
attributes of a sword, shield, club and Vara da . 2 Budha is known 
as the son of the Moon and the ruler of the north. The Digam- 
bara account informs us merely of a book for the planet . 11 

Brhaspali 

In this case, too, the Svetambara literature furnishes two 
different accounts. Conforming to the one, the image should 
bear a book and ride a swan, to the other, he should hold the 
attributes, in his four hands, of' a rosary, staff, Karnandalu and 
Vara da:' He is the ruler of the north-eastern quarters. The 
DigambaraBrhaspatisits on a lotus and holds a book ,Karnandalu 
and a rosary . 5 


• • •srfcnjdr • -?ff •PT: sffaETPT' ' ' 


(Acdradinakma MSS. Ramaghata). 
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Sukra 

He is described in the Svetambara texts as having the 
vehicle of a snake and bearing the symbol of an urn. He is 
known as the teacher of the demons and ruler of the Southeast 
regions . 1 The Digambara canon makes him hold a three-fold 
♦hread^ snake, noose and rosary . 2 

San? 

The Saturn-god has the Svetainbara figure, which caroni- 
cally should ride a tortoise and bear the attribute of an axe . 3 The 
attribute of the Digambara is only mentioned as a three-fold 
thread . 4 According to the former view, the planet is the ruler 
of the west 

Rdhu 

Rahu is represented by the Svetambara as a nder of lion 
and bearer of an axe. He has the charge of the South-western 
quarters/* The Digambara Rfi.hu seems to have the symbol of 
a flag/ 

Ketu 

Kclu, as imaged by the Svetambara. is a snake deity. 
He rides on a cobra and bears the attribute of a cobra . 7 He 
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has no direction"to rule over The Digarnbara description of the 
planet’s attribute is unavailable . 1 


Since I wrote out the above chapter I have been able to find out examples 
of.faina Planets. Sec the pedestal of the Tirthamkara image, No 52, 
Fyzabad Museum* Gf. Fig. B. 75, Mathura Museum also, Catalogue 
p. 81. 



CHAPTER VI 

SRUTA-DEVI AND VIDYADEVlS 


Of all the conceptions found in the Jain Iconography, 
none is so original as the conception of the Vidyddevis or the 
Goddesses of learning. They are sixteen in number. In no other 
Indian religion are the goddesses of knowledge so numerous. 
Besides the sixteen Vidyddevis., the Jains of both sects admit into 
their pantheon, one Srnta-devi or Sarasvali approximating very 
closely the Brahmanical conception of the same goddess. She 
seems to be at the head of the collective body of the sixteen 
Vidyddevis and her worship is prior to that of other subordinate 
deities. Her name as Sruta-devi meaning ‘Goddess of SrutV 
originally refers to the Vedas or revealed literature preserved 
through hearing. There is some, hidden meaning behind this 
name. The description of Sruta-devi as afforded by the Jain 
books makes it on a par witli Brahmaiu’s (wife of Brahma) 
description . 1 And Brahma is known to hold, the Vedas or the 
Ancient Scripture. The Jains, like the Brahmanas, make a 
special ceremony of her worship on the Sukla Pancami day of 
the Karttika month, which they call ‘Juana Paficairn’. On that 
special anniversary day of knowledge, the devout people fast, 
worship the books and instal them carefully dusted. The concep¬ 
tions and imageries of the other sixteen goddesses of learning, 
if analysed disclose clear points of identity in respect of names, 
attributes, etc., with those of the Jain Yaksinls. This leads us 
to assume reasonably that the Vidyddevis in conception were 
modelled after the Yaksinls. The reverse would have been 
assumed as well but is inadmissible on the ground of the priority 
of the Yak si rus as connected in mythology and ritual with the 
Tlrthankaras in Jainism. The sixteen divinities under the name 
of the Vidvadevls may be prima facie supposed to sway the sixteen 

i. sfr ^ wrfa snjiTfar 
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Acaradinakara Pratisthavidhi (MS.R.B.). 

Gf. the description of SrutadevI infra. 
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arts and sciences but the texts of Jainism give a different clue 
namely that through their worship the devotee gels knowledge, 
character, religion, effort and mental qualities of many kinds . 1 
Really speaking, in point of fact , these qualities lie at the bottom 
of all education, whether literary, artistic or scientilic. 

Sarasvati or Sruta-devi 

The goddess, as viewed by the Svetambaras rides a swan, 
has four hands bearing a lotus or Varada book and rosary . 2 
The Digambara texts seem to give the vehicle of a peacock to 
Sarasvati . 3 

A number of images of Sruta-devI have been compared 
by me. In all cases, the symbols of a book, lotus or a swan are 
to be noticed. But a strict observance with the canon has not 
been observed in any case . 4 

Sruta-devT, the main goddess of learning, seems to be 
identical with the consort of Brahma, a Dikpala, as described 
in this book . 5 The attributes of a lute, book and rosary are 
common. The vehicle of swan is also characteristic of Brahma. 
The substitute of peacock for swan, as made by the Digambara 
sect, agrees with the conception of Sarasvati, who is also the 
river-goddess in Brahmanism. ;The Jain literature, so extensive 
even as it exists at present, has been presided over by this goddess. 



Pratistkd saroddhd ra . 









Acdradinakara , Pralislhdkalpa , p. 14G. 
(MS, Kamaghata Collection. Benares) 
Cf. Nirvdnakalikd Ms. (Jnanamandira, Agra). 

wrfa iff ?r: j^rr^ i 

sff iff *R ffa 3TFrfa%3crt FRRcT I 

Pratisthdsdroddhdra . 

A two-handed image at the Lucknow Museum No. fi-n/507 is the earliest. 
Cf. A four-handed image from Pallu, Bikaner. Another at Deogarh 
Fort, Serial. No. 2262. 

See “Indian Images”, Part I. pp. 43, 44. 
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Rohini , the Vidyddcvi 

The description of this goddess, as in other cases, varies, 
with the two sects. With the Svetambara, she rides a cow and 
holds in her hands a conch, rosary, bow and arrow . 1 With the 
other sect, she appears bearing the attributes of an urn, conch, 
lotus and fruit . 2 

We shall gradually see that most of the names of the 
Vidyadevls are in common with those of Yaksinis, specially of 
the Digambara sect. In this case, Rohini is also the name of the 
consort: of Mahayaksa, who attends upon Ajitanatha. From the 
text of the Svctarnbaras, it appears that she specially presides 
over the art of music. The Digambaras believe that by her 
worship, the devotee attains right insight. 

Prajiiapti 

In her Svetambara aspect, she rides on a peacock and 
holds a lotus and a Sakti* According to one text of the same 
school, she holds varada , Sakti, citrus and Sakti again . 4 The 
Digambara image should be represented as bearing a sword and 
a disc . 5 

Prajriapti is identical in name with the Digambara Yak- 
sini of Sambliavanatha. Thus, we find she has borrowed the 
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vehicle of peacock from Yaksa Trimukha, Prajnapti’s husband. 
The peacock symbol with lotus should be Vidyadcvl’s charac¬ 
teristic. The name might have been derived either from 
Prajnapti, meaning ‘intellect 5 or Prajiid , meaning ‘Sarasvati’. 

Vajra-srrhkkald 

Two forms of this goddess are known to the Svetambara 
scripture. Jn one form she is seated on a lotus and carries a 
chain and club . 1 In another form, she is also seated on a lotus 
but has four hands adorned with varada mu dr a, chain, lotus and 
chain again . 2 The Digambara text mentions only a chain for 
the deity . 3 

We meet with the goddess of the like name in connection 
with the Yaksinl of Abhinandana. But, in no point, the two 
deities seem to agree with one another. The Svetambara form, 
however, of the Yaksinl has a lotus scat like Vajra Srmkhala. 
According to the Digambara text used, she grants to her wor¬ 
shippers good boons and habits. 

VajrdriikuSd 

She, too, has two forms according to Svetambara texts. 
In one, she rides an elephant and bears as symbols a sword, 
vajra , shield and spear . 4 In another, she is riding an elephant in 
varada-mudra , Vajra, citrus and goad . 6 The Digambaras represent 
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the deity as driving in an aerial car and holding in her hands a 
goad and a lute. 1 

The VidyadevI of the present description hears the same 
name as the Svctambara YaksinI of Anantanatha. Some sym¬ 
bols of the Svctambara form and others of the Digambara form, 
such as sword, spear and goad come to be equal to those of the 
YaksinI. The symbol of an elephant, the name Vajramkusa 
meaning ‘one adorned with vajra and goad 5 leads us to suppose 
some mysterious connection between this VidyadevI and Indra. 
Her lute*, as given by the Digambaras, is only a symbol of Saras- 
vatl. 

Apralicakrci or Jambunadd 

According to the Svctambara books, she rides a Canada 
and al 1 her foilr hands are armed with discs. 2 She is called Jambu- 
nada by the Digambaras, who represent her as riding a peacock 
and bearing a sword and a spear. 3 

Apraticakra by name and symbols bears equality with the 
YaksinI of Rsabhanatha. This VidyadevI may have some innate 
relation to Vaisnavl, the wife of Visnu, as] am bun ad a seems to 
have relation with Kaumarl, the wife of Karttikeya. Peaeock 
and spear are in this form the common characteristics. 

Purusadatta 

In Svctambara literature, she is differently described. 
In one aspect, she holds a sword and shield, 1 in another/ she 
rides on a buffalo and carries in her four palms Varada , sword, 
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citrus and shield. 1 The Digambara text makes her ride a peacock 
and hold as symbols vajra and a lotus. 2 

We meet with the YaksinI of the same description as the 
wife ofTumbaru, the attendant of Sumati. The buffalo vehicle 
indicates strongly the VidyadevT’s original relation with the 
wife of Yama, who characteristically moves on the back of the 
same animal. 

Kali 


The Digambara image of this Vidyadevi should ride a 
deer and should be furnished in its hands with the symbols of 
a staff and sword. 3 There are two Svetambara forms to be 
marked. She is sealed on a lotus and holds cither in two hands 
a club and varada or in four hands rosary, club, vajra and Abhaya , 4 
She has similarity in name and certain symbols with the 
Svetambara YaksinI of Abhinandana. The Digambara goddess, 
though having denominational similarity with the YaksinI of 
Suparsvanatha of the same sect seems to have been modelled 
after the type of the wife of Vayu. This is strongly suggested 
by the common characteristic symbol of a deer as vehicle. 

MahdkCili 


The Svetambaras have two descriptions for the goddess. 
According to one, she rides cm a man and holds a rosary, fruit, 
bell and Varada mudra . 5 According to another, she equally rides 
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sl man but holds a rosary, vajra, Abliaya mudra and bell . 1 

The Digambara form ofMahakdli is to be represented as 
standing on a corpse and bearing in her hands a bow, sword, 
fruit and weapon . 2 

Though the Yaksim of the like name, the Svctambara one 
of Sumalinatha and Digambara one of Suvidhinalha, exists in 
Jain Iconography, the Vidyadcvl named Mahakall partakes more 
of the nature of Kali of Brahmanism than of the same Yaksim. 
The symbols of sword, bell, rosary, etc., are sufficiently tantrik 
in character, the corpse at the feet of the goddess being a true 
mark of Kali. The Digambara book states that the goddess 
grants religious trance ( Sarnddhi) to her worshippers. 

Gauri 


She of the Svetambara type rides on an alligator (*TtaT) 
and bears four hands equipped with Varada , club, rosary and 
water-lily. 3 In Digambara form, too, Gauri has an alligator 
as her vehicle and holds lotus as her symbol. 4 There is also Gauri, 
the Digambara Yaksim of Sreyamsanatha. Some of her symbols, 
such as lotus, Varada , are identical with those of this Vidyadevl. 
As an alligator is mythologically associated with a form of Brah- 
manl, Gauri or Durga, we have reason enough to infer that the 
goddess, model came after her. The alligator and some of the 
symbols such as water-lily and urn indicate her connection with 
the goddess Ganga of Brahmanism. 5 


1. q^nrwr- 
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Gandhari 

The Svetambara Gandhari is to be represented either as 
seated on a lotus and holding a staff and vajra or Varada , staff, 
Abhaya and Vajra J Digambara goddess rides a tortoise and holds 
a disc and sword. 2 

We meet with the Svetambara YaksinI of the like name, 
who belonged to Nami. Her swan vehicle gave her the character 
of Sarasvatl. The YaksinI Gandhari of the Digambaras rides 
a crocodile but the VidyadevI Gandhari rides a tortoise. This 
latter point leads us to connect her with Yamuna, as the preceding 
VidyadevI was suggested to be associated with Gahga. 

Mahdjvdld or Jvdldmdlim 

The text called the Acaradinakara of the Svetambaras 
describes this goddess as riding a cat but mentions no attributes. 
The Nirvdnakalika another text of the same sect describes her 
as riding a boar and holding many weapons without description. 3 
Images of Digambara type should ride a buffalo and bear such 
weapons as a bow, shield, sword and disc. 4 The YaksinI of 
similar name we find as attached to Candraprabha. The 
Svetambara YaksinI has a cat as her vehicle like the present 
goddess and the Digambaras 9 also has the common vehicle of a 
buffalo. The underlying idea of the JvalamalinI representation 
seems to have been derived from the consort of Yama, whose 
symbol is a buffalo. The cat symbol is also held by a Brahmani- 
cal deity named Sas^hl. It is, indeed, difficult to say which idea 
is older, the Jain or the Brahmanic. 


Mdnavi 

According to one text, she has blue colour and sits on a 

i. ^ i 

Acaradinakara. 



Pratifthasaroddhara . 

Nirvdnakalika. 
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blue lotus and a twig*. 1 According to another of the same Svetam- 
bara school, she sits on a lotus and is four-handed showing 
Varada , 2 rosary and a bough of a tree. 3 The Digambara text 
also describes her as of blue colour and as riding a boar and 
bearing a trident. The VidyadevI has a parallel in name to 
the Svelambara YaksinI of Sreyarhsanatha and in the Digambara 
YaksinI of Sitalanatha. The former parallel does not seem to be 
of form but of mere name. Sltalanatha’s YaksinI as admitted by 
the Digambara school presents a similarity of name and vehicle. 
Stress has been laid on the Vidyadcvl’s colour being blue and 
in this connection, one is led to trace some faint relation between 
her and the Nllasarasvati of Brahmanism. The boar symbol 
would connect the female deity with Varahl having the same 
vehicle. 

Vairoti 

The Svelambara text represents the goddess as riding on 
a snake and carrying in her hands a sword, snake, shield and 
snake 4 . The Digambaras 5 VidyadevI rides a lion and has a snake 
symbol 5 . The YaksinI of the identical name occurs in the Digam¬ 
bara Iconography and belongs to Vimalanatha. Her vehicle and 
symbol in both the instances consist of snakes. That there exists 
a sure cognateness between the conception of the VidyadevI 
and the YaksinI is clearly indicated by a Digambara text which 
in an invocation calls the latter a VidyadevI. 6 
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Acynptd 

She is called in the Svetambara literature Acyupta and 
described as riding a horse and holding a bow, sword, shield and 
arrow 1 . Acyuta as represented by the Digambaras equally 
rides a horse and holds the symbol of a sword 2 . 

Mdnasl 

Manas! of Svetambara conception has two types in icono¬ 
graphy. According to one, she rides a swan and bears the attri¬ 
butes of Varada and Vajra 3 . According to another, she sits on a 
lion and has four hands carrying Varada mudrd , Vajra , rosary and 
again Vajra 4 . The Digambara Manas! seats herself on a snake 
vehicle 5 . 

Manas! by name and by the symbol of swan, Vajra and 
lion seems to be based upon a mixture of ideas. The swan symbol 
is very apt and is in keeping with the traditional emblem of the 
goddess of learning. The Buddhist deity of learning called 
Vaglsvar! 6 , who has a famous temple in Benares rides on a lion. 
Thus, there must be some undercurrent of interrelation in the 
symbolism. She rides a tiger. In this case, the Digambara 
Vidyadev! rides a snake. This appears to be due to the fact of 
Manas! and Manasa having the same literal sense. 
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Mahamanasi 

The Svetambaras describe the sixteenth VidyadevI as 
riding on a lion and bearing, in her four hands, varada , sword, 
kamandalu and lance 1 . The Digambara representation of the 
goddess sits on a swan and holds a rosary, Varadamudra , goad and 
garland 2 . 

Again, the conception of this VidyadevI is presumably 
based upon that of Vaglsvarl. The sword symbol specially 
corresponding to the Digambara Yaksini oflike name is NirvanI 
of Jina Santinatha. As noticed before, her symbols of book, 
kamandalu and lotus befit more a VidyadevI than a Yaksini. 
The Digambara conception of Mahamanasi either as a Yaksini 
or VidyadevI has symbols such as, peacock, swan, rosary, which 
fit in with the characteristics of the goddess of learning. 


’nfmroflr 
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MISCELLANEOUS JAINA DIVINITIES 

Under this head, we propose to treat of certain other 
deities of Jainism, who do not prove to be constituent of a distinct 
class of importance but still figure promiscuously in Jaina temples 
and rock sculpture. The models of their representations except 
iu the case of Naigamesa or Nameso. and SantidevI must have 
been originally Brahrnanic, though, of course, as they are in 
J ainisin, much modified an d made renascent. 11 is very interesting 
as we shall notice in this topic, that Jainism with its absolute 
doctrine of Ahirhsa or non-killing should have, alongside with 
the later Buddhism adopted even minor goddesses of Tantricism. 
Nor should it be less interesting to observe that exactly like the 
Brfihmanic custom of giving a prior worship to Ganesa and 
Laksmi, the Jainas, including their merchant class, attach a 
high importance to the veneration of these deities. 

Harinegamesi or Naigamesa 

He is represented in Jaina religious art, as a male figure, 
either with the head of a ram or antelope or a goat. We have 
the noteworthy example of the god’s icon in the Jaina antiquities 
of Mathura 1 . In this, Naigamesa is represented as bearing a 
goat’s head. 

The god with his variant names is mentioned in the Kalpa- 
svtra , Nemindlhacarita arid Antagadadasao. He is primarily the 
captain of the foot forces of Indra, at whose command, he trans¬ 
ferred the embryo of Mahavira from the body of the Brahman! 
Devananda to the womb of Ksatriyani Trigala. Hence, he acquir¬ 
ed the power of granting the boon of child-birth. Thus, we 


i. The Jaina Stupa and other antiquities of Mathura by V.A. Smith , PI. XVIII 
(obverse and reverse) “The Obverse shows five figures. The prin¬ 
cipal figure is a goat-headed deity seated in an easy attitude. The 
deity is labelled Bhagava Nemeso , dating from about the beginning of 
the Christian era or earlier. To the right are three standing females, 
and a male infant stands by the left knee of the deity. 
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find him, in later literature , connected with the procreation of 
children. 1 He is known to have two aspects , one beneficent 
another malevolent. 

The conception of the god does not seem to us to be wholly 
original as Prof. Keith has supposed. 2 The three ideas connected 
with the deity, namely, the deer-face, goat-face and power of 
procreation, we conjecture were derived from the mythology of 
Daksa Prajapati. As Prajapati, he is fundamentally associated 
with work of creation and procreation. The Brahmanic mytho¬ 
logy refers to the incident in which Siva at the self-immolation 
of his wife, Sati, being enraged, pursued Daksa, who assumed 
the form of a deer and at last decapitated him.jBut Siva is said 
to have afterwards restored him to life. According to another 
account, a demon came out from a torn hair of Siva in rage, who 
beheaded Daksa and put a goat’s head on his neck. 

Kpetrapdla 

In the Svetambara books, we meet with two descriptions 
of this god. From one, we gather he has twenty hands with 
many weapons, matted hair, a snake as his holy thread and 
rides a dog. He is surrounded by Ananda and other Bhairavas 
and leads the sixty-four Yogims. a The other description makes 
him six-handed, the attributes being a club, noose, Damaru, 
bow, goad and Gedika ? i 

Images of this divinity have been discovered in many 
places but lie unidentified. The figures that 1 have studied. 


“Now Sulasa was from childhood a worshipper of the god Harinega- 
rac$i. She caused to be made an image of Harinegame$i and every 
morning she bathed. So in compassion for the lady Sulasd, the god 
Harinegamesi made both her and thee to become pregnant at the same 
time.” The Antagada-Dasdo (Oriental Translation Fund), pp. 36. 37. 
Indian Mythology (Mythology of all races series) by A.B. Keith. 

Mythology of the Jainas . 
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agree with the description in its most essential features . 1 

Ksetrapala is a Bhairava and seems to be the master of 
the Yogims. As the name suggests, he is the deity whose function 
is to protect the field. Hence, probably, he has the dog, who 
might watch the field and help his master by guarding it against 
any aggressor. The Bhairavas of Brahmanism, such as the 
Kalabhairava and Vatukabhairava are always associated with 
a dog. In fact, the relation of Ksetrapala with Vatukabhairava 
has been clearly mentioned of in the Jaina texts . 2 

Ganesa 

His hands vary from two, four, six, nine, eighteen to one 
hundred and eight. According to the description of the Ac&ra- 
dinakara , Ganapati should be pot-bellied and should hold, in his 
hands, an axe, Varada , Modaka (Sweet-meat ball), and Abhaya . 
His vehicle is a mouse . 3 

The form of Ganapati with four hands seems to be stan¬ 
dard. The symbols of axe, Modaka and mouse are exactly the 
same with those of the Brahmanic Ganesa. Hence, we may 
reasonably conclude that the icon of this god is the result of one 
of the many assimilations which Jainism made from Brahman¬ 
ism. 


i. 


2. 


3 - 


A fig. from Gandhitwal Gwalior no. 1974/21 1 rides a dog and has 
four hands. It seems to be a Digambara image. Another fig. may 
be seen on the right wall in a group of rock-cut sculptures on the left 
of the road, inside the Gwalior Fort. It has also four hands with the 
canonical symbols. 
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Sri or Laksmi 

Sri or goddess of wealth has been described in a Digam- 
bara MS. as a four-handed figure holding a flower and lotus . 1 
The same goddess in a Svetambara MS. is represented as riding 
on an elephant and holding, as symbol, lotuses. 2 

The worship of Laksmi has a great hold upon the orthodox 
Jainas of both communities. The special day on which honour 
is done to the goddess of wealth is called Dhanaterasa . On the 
same occasion, the Svetambara women polish their jewellery 
and ornaments in honour of Laksmi. The description of Jaina 
Laksmi, given above, does not far differ from that of theBrahma- 
nic Sri or Kamala. Only in one point, it appears, namely in 
the riding on an elephant, the Jaina image presents an origina¬ 
lity. It must be noted here that the conception of Laksmi even 
in Jainism is very old as the goddess is mentioned in the 
Kalpasiitra as one of the objects of Tri:'ala’s dream. 

Sdntidevi 

She may be found described in Svetambara accounts as a 
goddess seated in a lotus and bearing in her four hands Varada , 
rosary, Kamandalu and a pitcher. 3 

The idea of this female deity seems to be quite new to us. 
No deity of Brahmanism or Buddhism affords even a nearer 
parallel to this. She is believed by the Jainas to have the func¬ 
tion of improving the origination of the four-fold Jaina church. 4 

Maruli rn - p ra t i f t hnv i dhdn a . 

(MSS. No. Gfejaina S. Library, Arrah) 
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(A MSS. from Ramaghafa Library). 
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In several Jaina MSS., I have noticed the names of the 
Yoginls and their number is mentioned to be six-four. Some of 
the names may be mentioned here : MahayoginI, Siddhayoginl, 
Yugesvari, PretaksI, DakinI, Kali,Kalaratri,Nisacari,KlImkari, 
Battall, Bhutadamarl, Kumarika, Gandika, Varalri, Kamkall, 
Bhuvanesvarl, Kundall, LaksmI, Karall, Visatl, and so on. 1 
Another MS. gives a list of names with some alterations. They 
are DivyayogI, MahayogI, SiddhiyogI, Gancsvari, PretaksI, 
DakinI, Kali, Kalaratrl, Nisacarl, Hrlmkari, SiddhI, Vailala, 
Kllmkari, Bhutadamarl, Crddhvakesi, Mahakall, Su skiing!, 
NarabhojinI, Phutkarl, Vlrabhadrarml, Dhuxnfaksi, Kalaha- 
priya, Rajasi, GhoraraktaksI, VirupaksT, Bhayariikari, Bairl, 
KaumarikI, Candi, KankaJl, Bhuvanesvarl Kundala, JalakI (?) 
LaksmI, YamadutI, KaratfipanT, Kosakl-bhaksanI, Yaksa 
Kaumari, Yantra-vahinI, Visfila, KamakI, YaksinI, Preta- 
bhaksinl, Dhurjatl, Kihkarl, Kapala, Visamslull. 2 The list, 
though long and sometimes obscure, does not exhaust the number 
of sixty-four. Some of the names arc in common with the Brah- 
manic names of Yoginls but majority of them are quite original 
to Jainism. How the cult of the Tilntrik Yoginls originated 
among the vegetarian Jainas is unknown. The Yoginls are 
known as attendants on Siva or Parvatl. But in the case of 
Jainism, we may suppose, as seen before that they are subordi¬ 
nates to Ksctrapala, the chief of the Bhairavas. 


i. 


2m 



(MSS. from the Ramagh&ta Jain Library) 



(MSS. No. 306, Harhsa Vijava Collection, .{ami: 

Mandir, Baroda). 



CHAPTER VIII 

the Asanas and mudrAs 


Among all great religions of India, certain symbolic 
positions of hands and legs form prominent parts of poses in 
spiritual contemplation. They are believed to be aids to mental 
concentration. The Hatha Toga or the primary culture of the 
body combined with will-force has as its subject these Mudras 
and Asanas in a general sense. It is well-known that the Indian 
Yogis practise the various Asanas to gain some control of the body, 
proceeding as they do, towards the Raja Toga or Higher mental 
culture. The Jaina Tlrthankaras were also essentially Yogis 
on one hand and teachers of religion on the other. Hence, the 
explanation of the Yogic Asanas and Mudras, as found in the 
sculptures of the Jainas, their followers and attendants. In this 
respect, however, the Jaina Iconography presents some novel 
features. For some of the Asanas , for example, the Kdyotsarga , 
are distinctly of Jaina origin. 

Five kinds of Asanas may be differentiated. These are the 
Paryahka, Ardhaparyahka , Vajra, Khadgdsana and ViraA They 
are also known as Moksasana or the postures assumed by a Jina 
at the time of the salvation or on the way to attaining it. There is, 
further, another A Sana called the Bandhurdsana , which has been 
defined as the easy posture, the assumption of which makes the 
mind motionless. 2 Now. let us describe the Asanas individually. 

Paryamkdsana or Samparyamkasana 

Glossed as Padmasana , which, in the Jaina Yogic texts, is 

i. Vide the text 



Jndndrnava (Nirnayasagara Press), p. 27$ 
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described as a posture in which the Jaina or any devotee squats 
on a seat with legs folded, the right leg being on the left thigh 
and the left leg on the right thigh, while the eyes are fixed upon 
the tip of the nose. The position of the arms varies. 1 

There is a religious prescription to the effect that the 
image of Mahavlra, Rsabhanatha and Neminatha should be 
constructed in this posture or Asana . 2 The extant sculptures of 
the Tirthankaras mentioned do not always support the injunc¬ 
tion. 3 

Ardhaparyarhkdsana 

While the Paryamkdsana is sitting on the hams, the Ardha - 
paryamkdsana is half sitting on hams. In the latter posture, one 
leg hangs angularly, the other remains folded. The same Asana 
is also called Paryamkdsana mdna , which has been defined as the 
position in which the Yogi lessens the weight of his body by 
one-third. 4 This posture is not common to the images of the 
Jinas. We get, however, instances of this in the case oftheYaksas 
and Yaksinls. The figures of CakresvarT from Gandhawal in 
Gwalior State and NirvanI Yaksini explored by me are repre¬ 
sented in this posture. 

Khadgdsana 

The standing posture with feet at a distance of about two 
inches from each other, the hands resting naturally by the sides, 


x . 


2. 


3 - 


4 - 


Gf. The Antagada-Dasao (Oriental Translation Fund) p. 50, footnote. 
For an illustration of this posture refer to the image of Rsabhanatha, 
from Mahetb, Distt. Gonda. 

The injunction runs like this— 





STTCRTj; I 

Satlvasaroddhdra , 151 dvara 

wHR. I ibid. 

Gf. 1 


Pratifthdsaroddhdra (MSS Jaina S. Library=Arrah). 
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but not so as to touch the body. 1 All the standing Jina figures 
are represented in this posture. 2 It is, however, enjoined that 
the figures of Ajitanatha, Sambhavanatha and Abhinandana 
should be especially sculptured in the Khadgdsana . 

Madras 

Whereas Asanas refer to particular mystic positions of 
legs, the Mudrds relate to positions of hands as well as feet. In 
the Jaina pantheon, the Tlrthankaras have not many Mudrds 
in their representations but their attendants, viz., the Yaksa 
and Yaksinis assume different Mudrds in their hands analogous 
to those, generally met with in the Hindu and Buddhist images. 
We find mentioned in the Jaina literature quite a number of 
Mudrds with their descriptions, some of which it is not possible 
to trace in the actual sculptures. Consequently, we would 
describe below (hose which we find in actual sculptures and also 
those which though not seen already are very likely to be found 
in figures of future discovery. 

Jina-Mudra 

The position, so called, when the ascetic stands in Kdyot- 
sarga keeping the feet at four fingers breadth between the toes 
and lesser width between the heels. 3 Kdyotsarga literally means 
‘letting loose the body’. 


2 . 
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See for illustration, the fig. q. Candraprabha, Dcvagarh Fort. 

5T?fr fJTT^Rq- «Tfs®Wt I 

Panca % 3 Viva. 


Of. 1k«iT OTPft- 

fsnr^fiT 1 

vs 


Acaradinakara • 



Asanas and Madras 


141 


Yoga-Mudra 

The position of sitting in which the palms of the hands in 
the form of lotus-buds t should be laid upon one another 
beside the belly. 1 

Vira Mudrd 

Same as Varada-Mudra —(‘giving a boon’). The posture, 
in which one sits at ease and keeps one’s hands opening outwards. 2 
Many of the figures of the Yaksinls and Vidyadevis already 
described bear this Mudrd . 


i 

Panca, Viva. 
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NOTES ON JAINA SYMBOLS AND TECHNICAL TERMS 


A s tamangalika- 


Ayagapata 


Avasyakas 

Dharmacakra 


Dundublii 


Hara 


Nandyavarta 


to wit, a Svastika , Srlvatsa, Nandyavarta, 
Vardhamanaka, state-seat, pitcher, fish and 
a mirror. 

or tablet of homage. It is an ornamental 
slab bearing the representation of a Jina or 
of some other object of worship and the 
term may be appropriately rendered by 
‘tablet of homage or of worship’. Since such 
slabs were put up in temples as the numerous 
inscriptions on them say ‘for the worship 
of the Arhats’. 

are singing hymns to the 24 Jinas Stavana , 
Vandand , Pratikramana , Kayotsarga. 

(wheel of law)—It seems to have been 
borrowed from Buddhism to indicate the 
preaching of the Dharma in connection with 
the Tirthankaras. 

The Heavenly Dundubhis consist of five 
musical instruments. These are the Panca - 
mahasabda viz. (1) Sringa , the horn. (2) 
Tammata , the drum. (3) Samkha , the conch- 
shell. (4) Bheri, the trumpet. (5) Jaya - 
ghata . the cymbal. 

(Cf. Prof. Bhandarkar’s “Jaina Iconography” 
Ind. Ant., 1911, June.) 
is a combination of 18 strings of jewels (The 
Antagada-Dasao and Anuttarovavaiya-Dasao 
Oriental Translation Fund, p. 21). 

It is defined as a Svastika with nine corners. 
It is a peculiar geometrical pattern. (See 
Colebrooke’s Mis. Essays, Ed. by Cowell 
Vol. II p. 190). 1 


A sort of building in the form of a quadrangle without a western 
Stete—Apte’s dictionary. 
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Palamva 


Samayika-Patha 


Samavasarana 


Srlvatsa 


Svastika 


‘Pendant jewels 5 . Some commentators ex¬ 
plain it as ‘long 5 applied to silks. 

The hymns which the Jainas recite in the 
beginning of their meditation. 

It is believed that the Tirthahkaras rise 
upto 5000 man’s height and Indra constructs 
the famous Samavasarana consisting of 12 
Sabhas. 

(Cf. Prof. Bhandarkar’s note on the subject. 
Ind. Ant . 1911 June). 

a diagram resembling a flower of four petals 
arranged at right angles one to another or 
a curl of hair. 

‘A mystical cross which is believed to bring 
good fortune to the wearer thereof and which 
resembles a Greek cross with ends turned in 
at right angles. This symbol is probably 
very ancient, as it was one of the chief 
marks on the feet of Buddha. Prof. Burnouf 
(see Schliemann’s Troy p. 103) holds that 
it is intended to denote the invention of the 
fire drill. The Svastika has been observed 
on greek pottery of antiquity, on innumerable 
ornaments in the catacombs of Rome, on 
ancient personal ornaments in Scandinavia, 
on ancient urns and weapons in Britain, 
in devices in Japan and Britain, on coffins 
in China and on Church bells in England 51 . 


i. Anderson, catalogue Part 11 , 197, for an interesting article of this, 

subject, see Ind. Ant. Vol. VII, p. 176, also Thomas, Ind. Ant. Vol. IX 
p . 65, Beal Ibid., p. 67. 
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5 Sevidu=l Alakku 
2 Alakku=1 Ulakku 
2 Ulakku =1 Uri 
2 Uri = l Nali or Padi 
8 Nali or Padi = 1 Kuruni or Marakkal 
2 Kuruni = 1 Padakku 

2 Padakku =1 Tuni 

3 Tuni = 1 Kalam 

=3 Maunds 

SII-, II, p. 48, note 5. 

1 Veli*==6| Acres. 

Ancient India (Iyengar), r pp. 182-3. 
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